Uber dieses Buch

Dies ist ein digitales Exemplar eines Buches, das seit Generationen in den Regalen der Bibliotheken aufbewahrt wurde, bevor es von C
Rahmen eines Projekts, mit dem die Blicher dieser Welt online verfligbar gemacht werden sollen, sorgfaltig gescannt wurde.

Das Buch hat das Urheberrecht tiberdauert und kann nun 6ffentlich zugénglich gemacht werden. Ein 6ffentlich zugéngliches Buch ist e
das niemals Urheberrechten unterlag oder bei dem die Schutzfrist des Urheberrechts abgelaufen ist. Ob ein Buch 6ffentlich zugénglich
von Land zu Land unterschiedlich sein. Offentlich zugangliche Biicher sind unser Tor zur Vergangenheit und stellen ein geschichtliches, kt
und wissenschaftliches Vermdgen dar, das haufig nur schwierig zu entdecken ist.

Gebrauchsspuren, Anmerkungen und andere Randbemerkungen, die im Originalband enthalten sind, finden sich auch in dieser Datei —
nerung an die lange Reise, die das Buch vom Verleger zu einer Bibliothek und weiter zu Ihnen hinter sich gebracht hat.

Nutzungsrichtlinien

Google ist stolz, mit Bibliotheken in partnerschaftlicher Zusammenarbeit 6ffentlich zugéangliches Material zu digitalisieren und einer breitern
zugéanglich zu machen. Offentlich zugéngliche Biicher gehoren der Offentlichkeit, und wir sind nur ihre Huter.  Nichtsdestotrotz is
Arbeit kostspielig. Um diese Ressource weiterhin zur Verflgung stellen zu kénnen, haben wir Schritte unternommen, um den Missbrau
kommerzielle Parteien zu verhindern. Dazu gehdren technische Einschréankungen fir automatisierte Abfragen.

Wir bitten Sie um Einhaltung folgender Richtlinien:

+ Nutzung der Dateien zu nichtkommerziellen Zwetkerhaben Google Buchsuche fir Endanwender konzipiert und mochten, dass Sie ¢
Dateien nur fir persénliche, nichtkommerzielle Zwecke verwenden.

+ Keine automatisierten Abfrageenden Sie keine automatisierten Abfragen irgendwelcher Art an das Google-System. Wenn Sie Rech
tiber maschinelle Ubersetzung, optische Zeichenerkennung oder andere Bereiche durchfiihren, in denen der Zugang zu Text in grofRe
ndtzlich ist, wenden Sie sich bitte an uns. Wir férdern die Nutzung des o6ffentlich zuganglichen Materials fur diese Zwecke und kénne
unter Umsténden helfen.

+ Beibehaltung von Google-Markenelemeribas "Wasserzeichen" von Google, das Sie in jeder Datei finden, ist wichtig zur Information (
dieses Projekt und hilft den Anwendern weiteres Material (iber Google Buchsuche zu finden. Bitte entfernen Sie das Wasserzeichet

+ Bewegen Sie sich innerhalb der Legalitdtabh&éngig von Ihrem Verwendungszweck mussen Sie sich lhrer Verantwortung bewusst
sicherzustellen, dass Ihre Nutzung legal ist. Gehen Sie nicht davon aus, dass ein Buch, das nach unserem Dafurhalten fur Nutzer in
offentlich zugénglich ist, auch fur Nutzer in anderen Landern 6ffentlich zugénglich ist. Ob ein Buch noch dem Urheberrecht unterli
von Land zu Land verschieden. Wir kénnen keine Beratung leisten, ob eine bestimmte Nutzung eines bestimmten Buches gesetzlict
ist. Gehen Sie nicht davon aus, dass das Erscheinen eines Buchs in Google Buchsuche bedeutet, dass es in jeder Form und (be
Welt verwendet werden kann. Eine Urheberrechtsverletzung kann schwerwiegende Folgen haben.

Uber Google Buchsuche

Das Ziel von Google besteht darin, die weltweiten Informationen zu organisieren und allgemein nutzbar und zugéanglich zu machen.
Buchsuche hilft Lesern dabei, die Blcher dieser Welt zu entdecken, und unterstiitzt Autoren und Verleger dabei, neue Zielgruppen zu €
Den gesamten Buchtext kénnen Sie im Internet Uintir.//books.google.com | durchsuchen.



https://books.google.nl/books?id=CYRjAAAAMAAJ&hl=de

This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

http://books.google.com



https://books.google.nl/books?id=CYRjAAAAMAAJ&hl=de

Digitized by GOOS[@






»
Al







THE

DOCTRINE

OF

THE DELUGE.

VOL. I1.



Lonpon:
Printed by A. Srortiswoobpk,
New-Street-Square.



Yy -674

THE . ™~

O
DOCTRINE

OF

THE DELUGE%

[t T T ——
VINDICATING

THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT
FROM
THE DOUBTS WHICH HAVE RECENTLY BEEN CAST UPON IT BY

GEOLOGICAL SPECULATIONS.

BY

o

THE REV. I VERNON HARCOURT.

-—

IN TWO VOLUMES.

VOL. II

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR

LONGMAN, ORME, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMANS,
PATERNOSTER-ROW.

1888.



Digitized by GOOS[C



CONTENTS

oF

THE SECOND VOLUME.

CHAP. XIV.

Saman is Hercules.— His Labours explained, and the Mysteries
in Virgil, and Homer, and Aristophanes. — The Pheneatz, the
Beeotians, the Thracians, the Trojans, the Salaminians, the
Arabians, all Arkites.— Contests for divine Honours between
Mercury the God of the Cairn, Pan the God of the Mountain,
and Apollo.— Why the latter was called Pan and Eggborn. —
Egyptian Shrines - - - - .

CHAP. XV.

Meaning of an Egg between the Horns of a Bull. — Isis being
Ceres, the Correspondence between the Legends relating to
her and Bacchus is shown.— Account of the Dionysia : hence,
Apollo called Bacchus - - - -

CHAP. XVL
Why Apollo is called Grynian Titan.—Geryon: his Ship-Temple.
— Others at Tiryns. — Geraste. — Pheeacia. — Treasury of
Atreus. — New Grange. — Battle between Hercules and Alcy-
oneus. — Mithras and his Caves. — Stories of Prometheus
and Minos.— Legends of the Titans explained. — How the
Sun and Moon were so called. — Fire and Water equally Em-
blems of Purification and of Destruction - -

CHAP. XVIL

Sacred Islands. — Ancient Notices of Britain. — The Fortunate
Isles, not the Azores, nor the Canaries, nor Oases, nor Bergazi,
nor in Lake Tritonis, nor Plato’s Atlantis.— Legends concern-
ing the Ogygian Island and the Hesperides explained. —Hesiod’s
Tartarus the British Isles. — Saturn’s sacred Cell. — Baris in
Britain. — Pindar’s hyperborean Sacrifice. — Visit of Perseus
to Atlas - - - - - -

Page

136



vi CONTENTS.

CHAP. XVIIL
The Argonautic Expedition - - - -

CHAP. XIX.

Sacred Mountains in Armenia, Polynesia, Arabia, India, Africa,
and among the Jews. — Explanation of Passages in Ezekiel,
xlvii. and xlviii, — The Ark of the Covenant, and their high
Places - - - - - -

CHAP. XX.

Cairns and Teocallis. — Babel and Nimrod.— Pyramids in Egypt,
Palestine, and India. — Cairns in Britain, on the Alps, Apen-

nines, Atlas, and Athos - - - - -
CHAP. XXI.

Circles of Stones.— Carnac. — St. Michael. — British not astro-

nomical. — In Asia.—In Africa - - - -
CHAP. XXIL

Instances of the Worship of plain Stones. — Story of Niobe ex-
plained. — Introduced into Italy by Diomed. — In Africa. —
In Asm. Their various Forms - -

CHAP. XXIII
Other sacred Stones. — Termini. — Pessinuntian. — Hertha. —
In India, Japan, Emesa, Babylonia, Tauric Chersonese. —
Venus. — Caaba. — Solomon’s Pillars. — Explanation of the
Tyrian Hercules and Astarte. — Joshua’s Pillars. — Other In-
stances from the Old Testament of sacred Stones - -

CHAP. XXIV.

Towers in Syria, in Man, in Ireland, in Central Asia. — Sanctu-
aries in Rocks and Cromlechs. —Dimon, its Meaning illustrated
by comparing Dagon, &c. — Other Instances from Jeremiah,
Isaiah, Amos, and Ezekiel - - - -

CHAP. XXV.

Caves in Beeotia — Alexandria— Calabria — Argos — Telmessus
— of the Nymphs — Cyclopian. — Compostella. — Caves of
Purification-in Greece. — Cromlechs or artificial Caves in Ire-
land — Wales — Anglesey — Scotland — France — not Altars

Page
189

209

245

297

315

393

435



CONTENTS. vii

CHAP. XXVIL

Passage through Rocks. — Regeneration in India, and in Egyp-
tian Mysteries. — Purification. — Ablution in Greece, Rome,
New Holland, Etruria, Egypt, and India. — Holy Water and
Wells. — Rock Basins at the Peak, Halifax, Brimham, India,
Ararat, Tabor. — Sanctification by Water among the Jews and
Egyptians, and in the Mysteries. — Baptmm, Zechariah xiv,—
Sprinkling of Blood - - - 474

Page

CHAP. XXVIL

Origin of Baptism. — Regeneration of the Apostles. — The Jews
Children of God, born of God. — Regeneration in the Prophets.
— Use of Circumcision. — Ignorance of Nicodemus - - 538

CHAP. XXVIIIL
Baptismal Regeneration in the Fathers of the three first Centuries 569

CHAP. XXIX.
Testimonies from the fourth Century, and Conclusion - - 600



Digitized by GOOSIG



THE

DOCTRINE

OF

THE DELUGE.

CHAP. XIV.

SAMAN 18 HERCULES. — HIS LABOURS EXPLAINED, AND THE
MYSTERIES IN VIRGIL AND HOMER AND ARISTOPHANES.—
THE PHENEATZE, THE B(EOTIANS, THE THRACIANS, THE
TROJANS, THE SALAMINIANS, THE ARABIANS, ALL ARKITES.
—= CONTESTS FOR DIVINE HONOURS BETWEEN MERCURY
THE GOD OF THE CAIRN, PAN THE GOD OF THE MOUN-
TAINy AND APOLLO.— WHY THE LATTER WAS CALLED PAN
AND EGGBORN. — EGYPTIAN SHRINES.

Since the Irish and Oriental mythology are so
nearly alike in many points, that the characters of
the one usually find their counterpart in the other,
it is no small confirmation of the Irish Saman’s
diluvian origin, when, on turning to the East, we
find another Saman, whose character is quite un-
equivocal. We are told in a Cingalese poem ' that
in the island of black marble (i.e. Meru, i.e. Ararat,)
beyond the seven seas (which surrounded it) a
golden palace was erected. The queen that was in
the palace, named Kanandoo Bana, or the fishing-
1 Yakkun Nattannawa, translated by J. Callaway.
VOL. II. B



] SAMAN THE SAME AS HERCULES.

baskets (7. e. the Ark), conceived, and ten months
after brought forth a son. Seven months after the
birth of the child they gave it food, and named it
the great black God : he is also called black Samy,
and Saman. Through the power of the Gods he
obtained permission to receive offerings. He lives
continually in the streams, and is thus addressed :
““ Thou didst spring in that day from the rock in
the foul water.” The same poem contains another
fable, relating to him in his character of Shony; but
he is here represented as a Devil, probably in al-
lusion to some attempt to introduce the worship of
fire ; for both elements are equally familiar to him.
On the day the Devil, called Mahasohon, . e. the
great Sohon, came into the world to dwell, he
showed many wonders. He fell into the water ;
the depth of it was eighty cubits, and he swam,
and came again out of the water. He entered into
the body of the princess Godimbera, and made her
sick. He said to Wessamoony', his whole body
being covered with flames of fire, “I will dash you
upon the great rock Mahameru.” Wessamoony,
whose head is covered with a pyramid of moun-
tains, was probably the patron of the opposite rites.
The Irish and Cingalese Saman, therefore, is the
same as the ancient Etruscan Semon ?, or Hercules;

! If we may resort to an Hyberno-Celtic etymology, Wessamoony
will mean the ship of the altar, or the Ark; from Ess, and Mon
or Mun.

3 Gruter has this inscription : S8emoni. 8anco. Deo. Fidio sacrum ;
upon which subject Vossius observes: Semo, idem qui Fidius, sive
Hercules, — De Idolol. p. 46. Putabant hunc esse Sanctum a Sabina
lingua, et Herculem a Greca.— Parro. The Egyptians knew
him by the name of Sem, or Som, or Somnoutha. — Jambl. Pan.
Zgypt. lib. ii. ¢.8. Falancey, Vin. Ir. H. p.49.



LABOURS OF HERCULES EXPLAINED. 3

for the exploits of that personage exhibit a similar
view of the conflict between rival sects: they
were the victories obtained by the worshippers of
the sun over their adversaries, and the monsters
subdued were Arkite priests.

Some of them no doubt were the invention of a
subsequent age, when the name of Hercules had
been assumed by ambitious warriors, and given to
fictitious heroes. But in many the connection with
Arkite mysteries may be easily discerned ; and in
all those cases where the literal sense is quite ab-
surd, and in which an intelligent writer would be
made to talk downright nonsense by admitting it,
it is almost beyond a question that there is some
latent mystery. Thus, when Apollodorus relates
that he strangled a lion, the offspring of Typhon,
it is plain that the animal was not the savage of the
forest, but the mystic representative of the Ark, the
vehicle of Dourga, the lion of the Zodiac. Hence his
weapons were useless in this contest: for the bow
and the conical club? had too near a relation to
Arkite rites. The same author indeed makes him
shoot the golden-horned stag : but this seems to be
only for the purpose of introducing a locality suit-
able to the Arkiterites; for the animal was cross-
ing a river in his way to the Artemisian hill. The
goldenhorns were of course the crescent of Artemis,
or Diana; but she did not quarrel with him, not-
withstanding the loss of her stag, because he laid

1 Apollod. lib. ii.

2 The club being, as I have shown, a transcript of the Indian

Mandara. Apollodorus calls it jémaior, from joxy, which ex-
ponitur declivitas. — Scapul. Lex.

B 2



4 LABOURS OF HERCULES EXPLAINED.

the blame on Eurystheus: in other words, when
she became an object of worship on her own ac-
count, in common with the sun,she had no objection
to lose her emblematic character. Much in the
same way he is said to have shot the Stymphalian
birds. But where? In a marsh ; that is to say, a
place deluged with water? and that marsh too in
Arcadia. But wherefore should this be deemed a
labour? or how did it deserve to be recorded as a
great and glorious exploit? Why, every Indian in
the woods of America can do as much. Isit not
obvious, that these aquatic Arcadian animals were
not literal birds? But what they really were, it is
not difficult to conjecture, from some other circum-
stances of their name and history. Stymphalus
was the name not only of a lake in Arcadia, but of
the highest mountain there, and of a river which
descended from it; and the magnitude of their
wings was so great as to shut out the rays of the
sun from that land.! Now some writers assert?,
that they were not shot, but frightened away by
Hercules. And so with respect to the golden-horned
stag, the prevailing opinion was, that it was not
shot by him, but entrapped ; in other words, his
success was obtained by artifice. Another of his
conquests was the Cretan bull, an animal eminently
Arkite. Some said it was Europa’s ; that is, they

1 Pausanias in Arcad.: Ut solis radios obumbrarent. — Hoff-
man. Lex.

2 Non sagittis, sed eris sonita Hercules Stymphalidas occidit.
— Lactant. in Stat. Thebaid. L iv. Monstriferumque Erymanthon
et erisonum Stymphalon. Bernartius says, not occidit, but fugavit :

Ut Nonnus in Dionysiacis, Pisander Camirzus, Charon Lampsacenus,
et Seleucus in miscellaneis tradiderunt.



LABOURS OF HERCULES EXPLAINED. 5

referred it to the sera of Minos, who, it has been
shown before, was in truth Noah. Others said, it
was produced by Neptune, out of the sea. So too,
Augeias, whose ritual abominations he is said to
have cleansed away, was a son of Neptune, or of
one of the Argonauts. Butas he is also called the
offspring of the sun, it may be suspected that each
party gave their own version of the story ; and the
employment of a river! for the purpose looks like
an invention of the Arkites. In pursuing the
Erymanthian boar upon a mountain of Arcadia, he
encounters the Centaurs, who were Thessalians,
that is, Arkites; and hence the Centaur Chiron
was the instructor of Achilles. The name of Cen-
taur seems to be not very different from that of the
Minotaur, and to indicate that originally they had
the same form ; the subsequent substitution of a
horse being the mistake or corruption of a later
age. They were in fact priests of the mountain?,
and the two first who fell in the conflict he slew
by striking them with torches.® The Lernzan
Hydra was another adversary, that could not be
subdued without the aid of fire. Apollodorus says,
that Hercules used fiery weapons ; but Palephatus
tells us, that all his efforts were unsuccessful, till
Iolaus applied fire to the heads which had been
cut off. The operation, however, of cutting them
off must have been rather difficult; for he had
nothing but his club to employ for that purpose.*

1 Alpheus. 2 Cohen Tor.
3 Archius and Agrius., BaAdv 3aAeic. — Apollod. lib. ii.
4 T& joxdre xéxray. — Apollod. L, ii,

B3



6 LABOURS OF HERCULES EXPLAINED.

His victory too was impeded by another very
ignoble adversary, a crab, which assisted the Hydra
by biting his foot, and which it was necessary to
dispatch first. It is the same story as that of the
scorpion biting the foot of Orion; and both ani-
mals had the same claim for admission into the
heavenly sphere: the expansion of their claws
presented a fanciful image of the double-prowed
ship. There is one circumstance, however, which
inclines me to suspect, that in some part of Greece,
the Arkites conspired with the worshippers of the
sun against that corruption of their institutions
which was denominated Opbhite, from its exalting
the evil principle and type of destruction into an
object of worship : for Hercules threw a Barian'
rock upon the demolished Hydra. But the weapons
with which his opponents the Centaurs fought were
also rocks, the implements of Druidical worship :
and in his contest with Alcyoneus, the giant threw
at him a rock taken out of the Red Sea, which was
so large and heavy that it killed twenty-four men,
and could scarcely be dragged along by twelve
waggons.” It was clearly a Druidical sacred stone ;
and when Hercules is said to have easily turned
it aside by merely opposing his club, the meaning
must be, that he showed it to be an emblem of
Mandara, or Ararat, and consequently equivalent,
or rather superior, to his adversary’s rock altar.
The diluvian character of the latter is evident from
its native locality. It was not ‘the readiest

1 Bapeiay ¢xébyxs xiépav, Apollod. lib. ji. Barian might easily be
converted into Bareian, '
2 Natalis Comes. — Mythologia, lib. i.



MYSTERIES IN VIRGIL EXPLAINED. 7

weapon that his fury found ; ” but fetched from the
Red Sea, the residence of Oannes, and on the
shores of which the Bari or Ark was held in peculiar
veneration. The dragon that guarded the Hespe-
rian apples had the good fortune to be immortal ;
and therefore, though her watchful vigilance was
lulled to sleep for a while, her influence in that
region was not wholly destroyed.

To this subject I shall have occasion to revert ;
at present it must suffice to observe, that the
trifling success which he obtained in this robbery
of an orchard depended upon the condition of his
acting the part of the diluvian mountain Atlas,
which once sustained the microcosm of the Ark.
Cerberus, it has been already shown, was the priest
of the three-peaked mountain, round which the
serpent of the deluge was coiled, and consequently
the dragging him from his mystic cave' into the
light of day must import some persecution of the
Arkites, some exposure of their mysteries, some
suspension of their sacred rites. He was dragged
too, as we learn from Virgil, from the very throne
of the king?, that is, while he was in favour at the
court of:some prince. Any other construction will
make it difficult to reconcile his position there
with his office of guardian of the entrance into the
regions of Dis.> When Zneas passed over to the
island of departed spirits, (for an island it must have
been, since there was no access to it without cross-

1 Adverso recubans immanis in antro. — ZEn. vi. 419.
2 Ipsius a solio regis traxitque trementem.  Ibid. 396.
3 Licet ingens janitor antro
Bnmum latrans exsangues terreat umbras, Ibid. 400.

B 4



8 MYSTERIES IN VIRGIL EXPLAINED.

ing the Stygian waters,) he bribed the warden
priest to allow him to proceed.! For there are
many circumstances which conspire to prove, that
the Eleusinian mysteries, from which it is generally
admitted the picture of his descent into hell was
drawn, were of Arkite origin? although the em-
bellishments of poetry and the introduction of
several episodes have rendered it impossible to give
a consistent and satisfactory explanation of the
whole. And certainly, if the object of the mys-
teries was, as Warburton supposes, to inculcate that
the universe is not upheld fortuitously, without a
governor to preside over its revolutions?, nothing
could better illustrate that fact* than the story of
the Deluge; and therefore perhaps Sophocles makes
the son of Alcmena, who had been initiated, ex-
hort his friend to remember piety towards the gods
of Troy in the midst of its destruction.® It has
been already seen that the Druids were Arkites;
and hence it was reported that Hercules con-
quered the Celts.® Now many features of the
Druidical rites may be traced in the allusions of
Virgil. The Sibyl priestess, whom neas con-
sulted, delivered her responses from an oracular
cave ; the mystic branch which was to give him

1 Melle soporatam et medicatis frugibus offam.— Zn. vi. 420.

2 In the ssme way the omensprig of the Druids may be dis-
cerned in the myrtle that dropped blood on the Thracian tumulus.
— Ibid. iii. 28.

3 The Divine Legation of Moses, ii. s. 4.

4 No better means of becoming eloebis xad Bucdaluwy. —
Sopater.
5 Toiro 8 evvoeicd Iray
Tlopbyirs yalay, sWoebiiv v& wpis Oeods. — Philoct. 1486.

¢ Nicander de Mutationibus, lib. iii.



MYSTERIES IN VIRGIL EXPLAINED. 9

admission into the secrets of Tartarus was the mis-
tletoe'; which is evident, not only from its po-
sition in the bifurcation of an oak, but also from
the description of the poet, who expressly com-
pares it to that shrub.? The branch was golden;
8o was the mistletoe of the Druids. Taliessin calls
it Pren puraur, the tree of pure gold; and Pren
Uchelvar, the tree of the high summit3: it could
not be cut with iron4, and so the Druids used a
golden hook. Nothing of iron was to cut or touch
it, says Borlase.* The uninterred multitude con-
sisted of those who had not undergone inhumation®
in the Ked, or Cromlech, for the purpose of being
initiated in the lesser mysteries, which were always
celebrated in some small sanctuary.” But some-
times long training under the Druids was con-
sidered sufficient to entitle the aspirants to visit the
awful banks beyond the waters, which was the
object of their ambition.® Plato relates, that the
1 Non ante datur telluris operta subire,

Auricomos quam quis decerpserit arbore foetus, — En. vi. 140,
' The doves were xeAuiades, or priestesses, who pointed it out.

Sedibus optatis gemina super arbore sidunt, Ibid. 203.
Gemina arbore must here mean the two forks between which the
plant grew ; otherwise it has no meaning.

2 Quale solet sylvis brumali frigore viscum

Fronde virere nova, &c. Ibid. 205.
3 Davies's Mythology, p. 280.
4 Nec duro poteris convellere ferro. ZEn. vi. 148.

5 Antiquities of Cornwall, lib.ii. c. 12. from Pliny. He speaks of
the Selago ; but both were sacred plants.
6  Hec omnis, quam cernis, inops inhumataque turba est.
ZEn. vi. 325,
7 *Ey olicjpars paxp§ — Dion. Chrysostom.
8 Nec ripas datur horrendss, et rauca fluenta
Transportare prius, quam sedibus ossa quierunt,
Centum errant annos, volitantque hec littora circum:
Tum demum admissi stagna exoptata revisunt. — En. vi. 327.



10 MYSTERIES IN VIRGIL EXPLAINED.

guardians of the fortunate isles compldined that
unworthy persons were admitted into those blessed
abodes; for which the reason assigned is, that
mortals were judged by mortals; and thenceforth it
was ordained that they should be tried after se-
pulture, <. e. inhumation in the mystic cell, by per-
sons without worldly ties', 7.e. hierophants, of whom
Minos?, . e. Menu, 7. e. Noah,.was the chief. Thus
the Arkite theology of the Druids is connected
with that of the Egyptians. For Charon, the ferry-
man, is undoubtedly Egyptian, and it was his busi-
ness to wait with his Baris on the lake3, that sur-
rounded the happy abodes, till living judges had
decided whether the dead were worthy to be ad-
mitted into the society of the just. The doctrine
of the Metempsychosis was taught by both. Thus
Taliessin says, “ I have been a blue salmon,” and
a variety of other things, which he enumerates: “1I.
have died ; I have revived; and, conspicuous with.
my Ivy branch, I have been a leader; I am now
Taliessin.”*  Pythagoras, the well-known patron
of this doctrine, obtained it from the Egyptians,

"1 Rpiryy 7v‘uvov, Tebvedra, fppey mdyvray T3y cvpyerdy. —Plat
Gorgias. Op. i. 523.

2 Quesitor Minos urnam movet. — Zn. vi. 432.
3 Portitor has horrendus aquas et flumina’servat
Terribili squalore Charon. Ibid. 298.

(e} I‘ﬂ’ AAAG T ﬁapw; el -n]v Afurny xavehkvolelons xpiy q ™y
Adpraxa 13y Ty vaxpdy ixovaay els adtyy Tlbsabai. — Diod. Sic. i.88.

The Baris must have had a mystical character ; for it was used.
on land, as well as on the water. A painting in the catacombs of
Thebes represents the lamentations of the women, and the approach
of the Baris, or coffin containing the body of the deceased, drawn on
asledge by four oxen, and an attendant priest. —Wdlnmon 8 Thebes,
p- 145.

4 Dawess Mythology ot‘ the Drmds, p. 574.
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and it is still .legible in the designs drawn upon
their tombs. To propagate and confirm this de-
lusion may have been one of their motives. for
giving so often the head of an Ibis, or a hawk, to
the figures delineated in the exterior chambers of
their temples'; for Synesius affirms, that their ob-
Ject in this was to amuse the populace, who are
always fond of the marvellous, and scorn that which
is easy and plain ; while they themselves descended
into their sacred cells to deride the credulity of the
people, and to study those simple truths which the
vulgar would not endure. To ascertain the original
nature, however, of those simple truths, I prefer the
authority of a well-informed historian, who with
singular accuracy writes thus: ¢ There are also
certain subterranean cells, and winding vaults,
which were framed by adepts in the ancient rites;
who, looking forward to a deluge, and fearing that
the memory of those rites might be obliterated,
laboriously excavated them in various places, and
on the walls of their excavations they sculptured
many sorts of birds, and beasts, and innumerable
forms of animals, many of which they called Hie-
roglyphic letters.”? The only inaccuracy in this

1 Tois iy papgeos 7y lepduwy, xkai Tov Bewy, & Tols mporepeviopagty
dyxoAGTTOVTI, RaTAPOKEYTAs Tob Dipov.  AlTol Bi KxaTaldivres alg Todg
iepots ynpapmatsy 17’ dv dmepydowytas wepioTiNNovar xal ot abrois
xopacTipa, ¢ KbiTia kpUrTovTa gaci, TavTas Ths opaipas ds & dumos
oy 18 kahemave® 70 b piotoy katayshdoerar Seitas yap Tepatelas.
— Synesius apud Seldenum de Diis Syriis, c.iii. p. 69.

2 Sunt et syringes subterranei quidam et flexuosi secessus, quos,
ut fertur, periti rituum vetustorum adventare diluvium prescii,
metuentesque ne ceremoniarum obliteraretur memoria, penitys operosis
digestos fodinis per loca diversa struxerunt, et excisis parietibys vo-
lucrum ferarumque genera multa sculpserunt, et animalium species

innumeras, multas quas Hieroglyphicas literas appellarunt. — Am-~
mianus Marcellinus, c. 22. sub finem.
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statement is, that the constructors of the cells
looked forward, instead of backward, to a deluge.
But the recent researches of Young and Cham-
pollion have fully confirmed his statement, that
many of the forms of animals upon Egyptian walls
were actually hieroglyphic letters, while the rest
were what Van Heeren calls symbolic or enig-
matical pictures’, which certainly gave encourage-
ment to the doctrine of transmigration.

Since, therefore, Orpheus? is said to have
changed the orgies of Isis and Osiris into those
of Ceres and Dionusus, and introduced into Greece
the mysteries of Eleusis, it i3 no wonder that
Aneas saw in the vestibule of Orcus?® which,
perhaps, is only a corruption of the Ark, the
monstrous forms of various beasts.* The great
peculiarity of the Pythagorean philosophy, says
Plutarch, is its symbolical method, as in the mys-
teries; a species of instruction partly phonetic,
/and partly mute, immediately intelligible to the
initiated, but quite dark and unmeaning to others.®
The consideration of these facts tends greatly to
elucidate a passage in Ezekiel. The prophet says:
— ¢ When I looked, behold a hole in the wall;
and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door.
And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the

! Vol.ii. p. 82.

3 Plutarch. x.891. He ealls Orpheus &swp *O¥piovs: perhaps it
should be § Apicos, the Druid.

8 Vestibulum ante ipsum, primisque in faucibus Orci. (ZEn.
vi. 278.) That the Greeks called a sepulchre “Opxog, is observed by
Scaliger ad Varronem ex Menandro, — Se¢ Greevius ad Hesiod.
P. ‘9 - Variarum monstraferarum. — Zn. vi. 285.
{ % Plut. x. 876.
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wicked abominations that they do here. So I
went in and saw : and behold every form of creep-
ing things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols
of the house of Israel pourtrayed upon the wall
round about.”' This passage will be examined
more in detail upon a future occasion. At present
it must suffice to observe, that since we have no
reason to believe that the Jews had any acquaint-
ance with hieroglyphics, the sculptures or drawings
on their cells must have been either an ignorant
imitation of the Egyptian practice, which is by no
means probable, or else they must both have been
derived from one common origin, only with this
difference in the event, that in Egypt the priests
made it subservient to their own purposes, while in
Palestine it continued to be a memorial of the crea-
tures contained in the Ark, perverted more or less
to the uses of idolatry ; hence their understandings
being closed against the truth, and their attention
fixed upon the creatures, instead of the Creator,
they were charged with saying in the chambers of
their imagery, — ¢ The Lord seeth us not; the
Lord hath forsaken the earth.” Very different,
however, was the original design and tendency of
the Arkite institutions, which, by reminding men
of the deluge, reminded them at the same time,
that, ¢ doubtless there is a God, who judgeth the
earth.” Hence Virgil describes Theseus sitting,
like Ceres 2, on his Cromlech, or stone of initiation,
in the character of Hierophant, testifying with a

1 Ezek. viii. 7 to 10.
2 Near the temple of Ceres, there was a werpuua, called Abos dve,

_ on which she sat.
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loud voice among the shades, in the name of him
whom he represented, and whose part he acted,
and exhorting all to learn righteousness, and not
to despise the gods'; an admonition, as before
remarked, admirably suited to the representative
of that Patriarch, who was a preacher of righteous-
ness. But it may be objected, that Theseus is
called unhappy, and, that the admonition is attri-
buted by some to another person, called Phlegyas.
For his unhappiness a sufficient reason has been
already assigned ; and it has been shown to be by
no means inconsistent with the Patriarch’s state of
mind at the period presupposed. He must have
been unhappy, when he observed how all his
warnings were thrown away, and his testimony
despised. Accordingly, the South Sea islanders
have a tradition concerning a great deity, called
Noa; a terrible giant, clothed in a mourning robe,
with an instrument of destruction in his right
hand : but he was compassionate to the vanquished
in war, and was in fact the god of refuge to all
who fled for safety from their enemies to the
mountains.? In this tradition, which is too plain
to be mistaken, the mourning robe corresponds to
the infelicity of Theseus. The notion of calamity,
indeed, seems to have been inseparable from all
the commemorations of that catastrophe; and the
howlings of the dogs in Tartarus® may be com-

' 1 See, however, page 370. upon this subject.
" Discite justitiam moniti et non temnere Divos. — En. vi. 620.
2 Tyerman and Bennett’s Journal of Voyages in the South Sea,
i. 815.
3 Viseque canes ululare per umbram. Zn. vi. 257.
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pared with the mournings for Osiris, and Adonis,
and Dourga. In the next place, the latter part of
the objection takes it for grantéd that Theseus,
the notorious invader of the realms of darkness, is
dismissed with a single line, and no notice taken
of him but his posture, while Phlegyas, an obscure
king, whose offence is nowhere mentioned, nor yet
his punishment, fills a much more conspicuous
post, and has the office of a preacher assigned to
him.! Besides, if the omnes admonet be taken
alone, it is a baldness of expression unworthy of the
poet: but let it be understood that the Phlegyse
were a Thessalian, or, as some say, an insular people,
destroyed for their impiety by the god of Ocean,
who sent a deluge to punish them? and then the
proprtety of the admonition which they receive from
the Hierophant becomes immediately obvious ;- and
so far Theseus is merely a symbolic personage.
But we must next take into consideration ‘his
‘historical -character, to” see why the name : was
selected. - It appears, then, that in the beginning
of his life he was an enemy of the ‘Arkites ; for he
destroyed the Minotaur and the Centaurs, and a
terrible Taurus in Attica, who were .all priests or
partisans of the Arkites ;- and he conquered Thebes?,
the metropolis of their rites; but, like the Israel-
ites in Canaan, he was converted to the faith of

1 : ‘Sedet, eternumque sedebit
Infelix Theseus ; Phlegyasque miserrimus omnes
. Admonet, et magna testatur voce per umbras, — En. vi. 617.
2 Euphorion apud Servium, and Ascensius in locum.
# Thebas, says Canter, vocarunt Greci quidam beatorum insulas
ut habet Epigramma apud Herodotum: Al ¥’ doly Maxdpwy vicos.
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those whom he had subdued, and suffered himself
to be initiated in one of their mystic cells. Hence
he was fabled to have made an attack upon Proser-
pine (the Ark!), and to have been detained in
confinement till he was released by Hercules.
Moreover, he instituted the Isthmian games in
honour of Neptune; but his subjects, who were
still Sabians, did not approve of his defection, and
drove him from the throne ; after which he retired
to an island, and ended his days on a lofty rock.?
In the Eleusinian Mystenes, therefore, he is repre-
sented repentant, but not punished ; miserable on
account of his former errors, and eager to reclaim
the contemners of his worship. Not so the Tita-
nian youth, the votaries of the sun, who had de-
generated from the faith of their forefathers ; they
were hurled down by lightning?, and rolled over
and over in the lowest depths of Tartarus. But
the severest punishment was reserved for Salmo-
neus.* He had dared to introduce the worship of
fire, and to invest its priests with a sacred character.

The descent of Ulysses into Hades, in the Odyssey,
is less full of these particulars; because Homer
seems not to have been initiated himself: but the
locality which he assigns to it shows, that if he was

1 80 Taliessin declares that he endured close confinement in the
hall of Ceridwen, where he was subjected to penance, and modelled
into the form of a perfect man. — Davies’s Mythol. of the Druids.

2 Loco edito delapsus — Hoffman. Lex. Plut. de Theseo.

3 Titania pubes

Fulmine dejecti, fundo volvuntur in imo. ZBn. vi. 580.

4 Vidi et crudeles dantem Salmonea pcenas,

Dum flammas Jovis et sonitus imitatur Olympi. Tbid. 585.
Dirimque sibi poscebat honorem. Ibid.589.
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not admitted into the secrets of the mysteries, he
knew at least from what quarter they were derived.
Ulysses sails up the Nile : for a day’s sail, with a
north wind, brings him to the furthest part of
Oceanus’, which is the name by which he else-
where distinguishes that river. Moreover, he is
directed to an island there, which was probably
Phile or Elephantis ; for above it was the clamorous
cataract which on that account was called Cocytus.?
The still waters of the broader stream that flowed
from thence on one side, were Styx ; and on the
other Pyrophlegethon, which doubtless derived its
name (Flaming with Fire) from some temple of the
fire-worshippers on the opposite shore. Lastly, when
these two streams were reunited, their name was
Acheron. It was a rocky island ; for a rock is par-
ticularly mentioned at the junction of the streams ;
and the sanctuary was a cavern in the rock; for’
it was a place where the light of the sun never
shone.? It was the residence of the Cimmerians,
a people who lived in subterranean Argille, ¢. e.

1 Circe says:

Thv 3 i 701 wvas}) Bopéao péppawv. x. 507.
THs 3 xarmuerlns Tital’ lotia wevromopotong
‘H ¥ ¢ meipal’ kave Balbupfoov 'Omavo':'o.v A 18,

The poet must not be tied to too literal a construction: he could
only mean that his Oceanus was not far distant.

2 "Evba pdv als *Axtporra Tlupgheyébuy 1e flovas

Kéuvrds 6 3 3y Srvyds Matds doriv dxopfal
Tiérpn 74, Edveals e 8w woraudy dpdovzar. «. 518,

In modern maps, Phile is above the Cataracts, and Elephantis
below them ; but it has been already shown, that the latter name is
only a translation of the former: originally both were Phile, and
from the same causes.

3 0L3¢ mor” adrods

*Héhiog paébuy émdépretas axtiveaaiy. — Od. A. 15.

VOL. II. (o]
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little Arghas, or Arks, which communicated with
one another by galleries; and by a custom received
from their ancestors, they never quitted these sacred
crypts.! Like the Hindoos, they venerated Su-
meru, or Koh Meru? and hence, higher up the
Nile, we have the Island of Meroe, or Meru.
Miru, pronounced Meru, is the Hades of the So-
ciety Islands, and the name of him, who, with
Akea, rules the place of darkness, called Po. ?
The Sybill’s cave, where Zneas was initiated,
was Cimmerian too; but Festus labours in vain to
account for the name from the natural features
of the country in which it was situated; for,
although it may be true that it was fronted by a
lofty ridge which shut out the light of the sun,
both when it rose and when it set, still that is not
so uncommon an occurrence as to explain the
proverb of Cimmerian darkness. There is scarcely
any range of mountains that could not show many
spots equally entitled to that celebrity ; neither is it
justly inferred by Bochart and others, that the
Campanian Cimmerium was the place where Ulysses
was initiated, as well as Zneas. Egyptian usages
were much more likely to be familiar to Homer than
those of Italy ; and thereis so little of geographical
fact in the history of his voyage, that the island of
Circe may be looked for with more reason in the
Archipelago than on the coast of Italy. Anancient
author gives the reading of Cerberians instead of

1 Ephorus apud Strabonem. — Bochart. de Phen. Col. L. i. c. 33.
2 Kob being in Persia a mountain.
3 Ellis's Missionary Tour, p. 368.
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Cimmerians', which strongly confirms what has been
advanced with respect to the sacerdotal character
of Cerberus ; and it is remarkable that Hercules, in
his conversation with Ulysses, considers the drag-
ging him out of Hades the only one of all his
exploits and labours worth mentioning, and more
difficult than all the rest.? The children of Ham
and their disciples retained nothing of the doctrines
revealed to their first ancestor, but only the me-
mory of his miraculous preservation; but Homer
belonged to a different family, and therefore we
find obscure traces of that revelation, which, from
the very first, announced the necessity of piacular
sacrifices, and an atonement by the shedding of
blood. The descendants of Shem and Japheth had
not wholly forgotten, although they wholly misun-
derstood, that great principle of revealed religion
which constituted the hope of the patriarchs, and
was the substance of their faith ; that all things are
purged by blood, and that without blood there is no
remission of sins.? This difference is very strongly
marked between the Latin and the Greek poet: in
Virgil, propitiatory offerings, indeed, are made, and
holocausts are burned ; but the blood is collected in
vessels only to be poured again upon the victim,
and no virtue is ascribed to it.* But in Homer’s
sacrifice, there is a distinct acknowledgment of its
efficacy : a trench is dug round the sanctuary,
and filled, not with water but with blood, and
then the spirits of the dead, of every age and

1 Straton apud Didymum. 2 0d. . 622.
3 Heb. ix. 22. 4 En. vi. 248.

c 2
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from every country, hasten thither with eager
longings to taste the benefits that accrue from
the shedding of blood ; and till they have tasted
it, they hover about, uneasy and silent, and
as it were lifeless, without the power of speech,
and incapable of social intercourse.’

A similar acknowledgment, that blood sprinkled
on the unclean sanctifieth to the purifying of
the flesh?, may be observed in heathen usages.
A Roman sacrifice, by which the Pontifex puri-
fied himself to make a propitiation for the people
to the infernal deities, is thus described in a manu-
script commentary upon Statius, published by
C. Barthius.> A pit was dug, into which the priest
descended : above him was laid a platform of per-
forated planks, on which a bull was slaughtered,
and the blood of the victim streamed upon the
person and the sacred vestments of the concealed
priest: this was an annual ceremony. The Tau-
ribolium * was a sacrifice of the same sort, but re-
peated only once in twenty years, and not by the
priest alone, but by any one who wished to be in a
state of ceremonial purification during the whole
of that period. The adoption of this rite by
Ulysses may perhaps have rendered him obnoxious

1 Od. A. p.86. In both cases libations are used ; and that custom
was universal among the heathen, and, according to Sopater, always
preceded initiation in the greater mysteries.

2 Heb. ix. 18.

8 Stat. Theb. lib.iv. ver. 451.

4 Quis tibi taurobolus vestem mutare suasit, —

Sub terra missus, pollutus sanguine tauri,
Sordidus, infectus, vestes servare cruentas,

Vlvere cum speras viginti mundus in annos ?
Poema antiquum apud Salmasium.
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to both the rival sects ; for it is plain that he would
not devote himself entirely to either, and accord-
ingly he incurred the wrath both of Neptune and
of Apollo; of the former, because he resisted the
persuasions of the Syrens, and escaped from the
cave of Cyclopean architecture, and from the
clutches of the Dagon-like Scylla ; and of the latter,
because he refused to touch at the island of the
sun, and took no part in the sacrifices offered to it by
his crew; for when mythology speaks of herds
consecrated to any imaginary divinity, we can only
conclude that frequent victims were offered on his
altars. The poet, indeed, represents the slaughter
“of these animals as an invasion of the property of
Apollo, and the occasion of their punishment ; but
since the whole of the crew, except Ulysses him-
self, perished, it was no unnatural inference for an
idolater, that they had offended the idol of the
island, which they had just quitted ; and at all events
it gave a more poetical colouring to the transaction.
Certainly if he had no share in the offence, he was
hardly used by Apollo, who destroyed his ship, and
turned him adrift on a few logs in equal danger of
drowning and of starving. The truth is, that he
was naturally connected with the Arkites; for the
Ithacensian cave is described, like that of Phi-
loctetes at Lemnos’, as having two openings, which
taken literally is not indeed impossible, but very
uncommon and unlikely. Homer supplies a better
explanation. He says, one of the two entrances
was open to men, the other only to immortals;

1 Olkov dupiBuper wevpimg xofrng. — Sophoc. Philoc. 160.
c3
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in other words, the cavern was sometimes used for
ordinary purposes, but sometimes also for the cele-
bration of the mysteries. Virgil’s two gates have
the same meaning : he sends out his hero through
that which was made of ivory, and consequently in
highest esteem, through which the realities of life
find no passage.! It is reserved for the mysteries.
Any other interpretation would make the poet stul-
tify himself, and falsify all his history. But further,
the Ithacensian cave was situated at the edge of
a harbour formed by two promontories, which con-
verged like a pair of horns. It was in the side of
a lofty rocky mountain? which contained rock
basins, and a Cromlech, which the imagination of
the poet converts into the stone loom of the sea-
nymphs, to whom the cave was sacred, though it
more peculiarly belonged to the old man of the
sea, Phorcun® whom the Latins called Portunus,

1 Sunt gemine Somni porte : quarum altera fertur
Cornea, qua veris facilis datur exitus Umbris :
Altera, candenti perfecta nitens elephanto ;

Sed falsa ad cecelum mittunt insomnia Manes,
Zn. vi. 893.

2 Neritos ardua saxis. — Virg. ZEn. iii.

3 Bépiuvog 3¢ Tig taTd iy, &Adoso yéporrog,

*Ev dipp "10dins B 3¢ wpebAGres &y alrg

*Axtai awopjdyss, Apbvos xoTsmEmTYVIO"

Abrdp éml xpards Mpdvos Tavipuidos Ehaly’

*Ayxdls 8 adrijs, dvrpoy émvjparov, Reponsdes,

“‘Ipty wwupdwy, al Nyidde karborrai.

*Ev 3¢ xpnviips Te kal dupipopiies éaas

Aabvo &ba ¥ éxuta Tibaibdoaoves pikcoas

*Ev & lorol AMBeos wepipiinasg —

*Ev & Ddar devdorra* da 8 v of Ydpas eloky.

Ai pév xpls Bopiao, xkatabaral dvlpdwacy

Al ¥ al wpds Névov, eloi Jsdrepas otdé 75 xelry

YAvdpes daépyorras, dAX’ dlardrey dés doTwv.
0Od. v. 96.
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and Paleemon. It very much resembles the sanc-
tuary at Sais, described by Herodotus, the sanctuary
of him, whose name the historian did not consider
himself at liberty to mention ; in which there were
large obelisks, and a pond with a stone enclosure,
and where they representend at night what hap-
pened to the forementioned deity, which the
Egyptians call the mysteries.! In this case the
mountain Neritus was the obelisk, and the harbour
was instead of the pond, besides which there was
the diluvian olive, and the Melissa or Priestesses,
so often called Peleiades, or doves. In short, it was
a cave of the Arkites, provided with all their ap-
paratus of diluvian emblems.? Neither was their
resentment against Ulysses of a very implacable
kind : for since he was drifting about ten days on
a raft composed of the mast and keel of his former
ship, he was quite at the mercy of Neptune, who
nevertheless allowed him to land in safety at
Ogygia. The meaning, however, of his miraculous
preservation may be conjectured from a passage in
Lycophron, who, in express terms, calls the vessel
that bore him in safety through so many perils
during so great a length of time, a Baris of his own

1 Herod. lib. ii. c.170.

2 Porphyry, De Antro Nympharum, c. 3. asks very pertinently on
this subject : “ Why is the cave sacred to the Naiads, and not to
the nymphs generally ? and why are craters and basins mentioned,
and everflowing streams ? and why is the entrance to the north,
when the entrance to almost all other temples is to the east ? It is
truly, as he says, spoken mystically. The Meru of the Hindoos was
the north-pole as well ae the abode of the gods. The first Noachide
looked northwards, towards Ararat from the plains of Shinar, Naoi
in Irish is a Ship ; hence Naiads, Shipmen.

c 4
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construction.! The ship too, which finally con-
veyed him back to his native land, was changed
into a rock, which overhung the city of the Phaa-
cians? whowere taught thereby to honour Neptune ;
that is to say, the hill behind the city was either
shaped like an inverted ship, as in the case of that
at Langbaurgh near Rosebury in Cleveland, or it
was distinguished by a ship temple, like that at
Thebes and Meroe; or it was actually formed after
the construction of a ship either out of the natural
rock?, or by architectural art, like that at Dundalk
in Ireland, described by Mr. Wright. He calls it
one of the most curious and singular pieces of an-
tiquity which remain in any part of Europe, being
a temple in the shape of a ship’s hulk.*

Governor Pownall thinks that this was the Scan-
dinavian ship of the gods, called Skidbladner, which

1 Kuv€eprfoes Tdras
Adrovpyorévevxroy Baply. — Lycoph. Alexandr. T44.
2 AlBoy doyrydts yalng

Nt 80ff ikshor Wva Bavudooaoy dxavres
*Arbpumoi. phya ¥ opw Ypos wiAu dupdrvdas.  Od. v. 156.
AGay 1nre — xupl xataxpprel iNdoag. Ib. 163.

Procopius mentions a ship of white stone on the Phceacian shore,
dedicated to Jupiter Casius, the city being called Cassiope ; and
Agamemnon dedicated a stoneship to Diana in Gerasta in Eubcea.—
Goth. Hist. 1. iv. c.22.

3 A Phalario Corcyre promontorio ad navis effigiem scopulus
eminet, in quem transfiguratam Ulyxis navem crediderunt. — Jul.
Sol. Polyhist. c.11. Diodorus speaks of a retired and inaccessible
place, where there was a golden vaos of the Ethiopians, i.178. ;
and Strabo speaks of a temple, where there was a golden sews,
p- 1178. Van Heeren, however, thinks that we should read rauv,
instead of vaog, and translate it the golden ship, i.404. The truth
is, it matters not much which is the reading; for the ship wasa
temple, and the temple was a ship. Varro says, that Phorcus was
the son of Thesea, a sea nymph, and Neptune.

4 Wright's Louthiana in Collect. de R. H. iii. 199.
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the Nani constructed’, and which always had a
- favourable wind, go where she would. Now it is
remarkable, if Tzetzes is to be believed, that Nanus
was the original name of Ulysses. It is the name,
indeed, by which Lycophron designates him, when
Cassandra prophesies that he will explore all the
recesses of earth and ocean.? It is not without
reason, therefore, that he concludes his story to Alci-
nous, by asking, Why should I proceed further with
these myths? ® It may be observed, that the lan-
guage of Lycophron, taken by itself, would lead any
one to imagine, that he speaks of a voluntary de-
sign to explore some remote recesses, although it
suited his poem, as well as Homer’s, to paint it as
a punitive infliction. Mistaken notions of religion
have always produced the same effects. The same
spirit then actuated mankind, which has since sent
so many on pilgrimages to Jerusalem and Mecca,
to the Jordan and the Ganges, under every circum-
stance of difficulty and toil ; and the heroes of
antiquity undertook }ong expeditions to visit places
reputed to be sacred. If they were Arkites,
a sea voyage was an additional recommendation,
and, accordingly, in the play-of the Frogs, Hercules
tells Dionusus, that it was a long voyage, by which
he went to the regions of the dead*; in other
words, to the place of initiation. Itis evident, that

! Nani fecerunt Skidbladner et dederunt Frejero. — Edda, by J.
Goranson.

8kidbladner cavitas cochlearis. — J. Ihre’s Dict.

2 Ndyos wAdvauas xdvt’ dprwvedoag puydy ‘AN 7¢ xal a5 — Lye.
Cassand.

3 T{ vo1 7dde pvbodoyede. — Od. p. 450.

4 ‘O whobs woAVs — Aristoph., Batrach. 138.
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such was the meaning of the poet; for the very
next scene is a ludicrous exhibition of the mysteries.
Dionusus and Xanthias his servant are in darknéss
and alone : they are frightened and hear a noise:
at last they see the form of a beast, which takes
various shapes, a cow, a mule, a woman, a dog,
and then a spectre !, whose whole countenance is on
fire ; in short, the whole is a phantasmagoria. That
this was really a satirical exhibition of the Myste-
ries, may be inferred from the exclamation of
Dionusus to the Hierophant : ¢ Save me, O Priest,
that I may carouse with you?:” and yet there is
no such interlocutor present. But what is most to
our present purpose, he has the lion’s skin and club
of Hercules ; but he forbids Xanthias to call him
either by that name, or by his own ; as if it was a
secret not to be revealed, that he, Noah, was both
the one and the other : for nobody being present,
it could not be fear that imposed this caution then.
It was not till afterwards, that they saw and heard
the Myste, who salute him as the star, that gives
light to the midnight mysteries®; while, on the
other hand, the Semi-chorus bids them embark, and
take possession of the Preserver : then, after in-

! The Phantom had one leg of brass, and the other of mud,
BoAérivov. The latter may be explained by the limus niger of Cocy-
tus in Virgil, Geo. iv. 478. and informis limus, Zn. vi. 416.; the
former by Lucian’s satire on the Mysteries, where he finds in a lofty
island on a brass column an inscription, recording the arrival of
Bacchus and Hercules. (Ver. Hist.) “Buwovsa, Phantasma demo-
niscum, quod Hecate infortunatis visendum offerre solebat, in
omnes se transformans figuras. — Scap. Lex.

2 “Iepev Diapirabor W, V' & aos Eupmérmg. — Batrach. 300.

3 Nukrépov Tenetis paagpos darip.  Ibid. AN {uba, x gwus
aiprs Ty Thrapay —n vy xdpay oy Pia’ & vae Spag. Ibid.
381. .
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voking Ceres by the title of Demeter’, the great
mother, Dionusus is invited to the sacred circle of
the goddess, to explain how without labour he
achieved a long journey?; which it would be
mere trifling to interpret of an ordinary voyage,
which has nothing enigmatical in it or needing
explanation. It can only be predicated of the
Mystagogue, who, without stirring from his cell,
personates the aboriginal wanderer over an illimita-
ble ocean. Hence it is easy to collect in what
sense the sun and the light are said to be sacred
only to those who are initiated. In the literal sense
it is obviously quite the reverse of the fact; for
nothing was more the object of popular idolatry
than the sun; but the initiated understood why they
were allowed to be held sacred : to them alone it
was explained, that the sun was only an honourable
title of the father of mankind. Wherefore, he is
called in the Orphic hymns Hercules, the father of
time, the universal parent.? They alone were taught,
that no other light was sacred than that which,
like a torch at night, illumined the darkness of the
Ark. Wherefore in the temple near Thelpuse,
which one report consecrated to Ceres, and another

l rﬂ Fmp- \ \ \ \ » ’
2 Adbpo avvaxohedBu wpos Ty Jedw, xai Yoy dg dvev wivov woOAAYY

3%y wepaivess.

Xapeize wy Sepov dves xixhoy Jedis,

Mdvoig y&p quiv hseg kal Péyyos lepdy Soos pmepvimeba. Batrach. 460.

3 ‘HpaxMjs — xpévov wdTep — maryywvitwp. — Hymn. 11.

So also Pausanias mentions a tetragone image of Poseidon, which
was also called Helius, and Hercules, and the Preserver. “Er: 3¢
“Hiog dxwvuplay Txoy, owtyp 3¢ evas xal ‘Hpanhis. — Are. c. xxxi.
p. 665. '
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to Apollo’, her statue held in one hand a torch,
and in the other an ark. So too another statue of
Despoina holds the same ark upon her lap; and
Ceres with a torch in one hand, points to her with
~ the other. But who this Despoina is we are not
allowed to know : it is a mystery, which the author
fears to communicate to the uninitiated.” Yet not-
withstanding his reserve, it is a secret not difficult
to penetrate. He admits, that she was the daugh-
ter of Neptune, i.e. the ocean ; that one of her
names was Core, which is the Celtic Caer, a Sanc-
tuary, although the Celts themselves have pre-
served the equivocation, by terming one of their
Cromlechs, the Sanctuary of the Illustrious Lady ?;
and that the Arcades or Arkites called her Soteira,
the Preserver. She was therefore the Ark. Some,
however, held that Despoina was Ceres, the
daughter of Dis, or Pluto; for the mysteries being
acted in subterraneous places, the underground
regions were assigned to her ; and this is the reason
why initiation' was deemed a descent into Hades.
The Pheneate, a people descended from Phe-
neus, who was destroyed by a deluge, had a temple
of Ceres like that at Eleusis, and near it there was
not only a stone inclosure, within which an olive

! Antimachus mentions the report of the Thelpusians :  Aqunrpog
740c paciy *Epwrios elvas idefhov : but Pausanias immediately subjoins,
‘0 pév By olkog "AmiAhaveg doms Katd THy @ipny. — Ty xieryy xaho-
wémy. — Arcadica, c.xxv. p.649.

2 T tropa Buca & Todg dreréorepovg ypdgery.  Ibid. In another
temple of Demeter, Bacchus holds a torch to the images of herself
and her daughter. — Attica, i. 8.

3 Caer wen glawn, the Caer of the illustrious wen, or wench.

Cerid wen, the Lady Ceres: so the inclosure in the Gyvylchi is
called by Hywel. — Davies’s Ceitic Mythology, p. 301.
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and an oak grew from the same root, but also a
Petroma' or Cromlech, which was a spot peculiarly
sacred : to it the people repaired to take their
most solemn oaths ; and it contained directions for
celebrating the mysteries, which were consulted
every year, and a mask which the Hierophant wore
on the anniversary, when he assumed his dominion
over the inhabitants of the lower world.2 This
temple, like Our Lady’s Chapel at Loretto, was
reported to have come there by an oracle from
Delphi, 1. e. from the Central Mount; in other
words, the rites there practised came from Delphi,
which, though subsequently sacred to Apollo, was
originally, no doubt, Arkite.. That a large portion
of the Grecian people had a strong sympathy with
the Egyptians upon the subject of the mysteries
which they borrowed from them, is evident from
their locating among themselves the sacred places
and sacred rivers of Egypt.®> Thus, the Thebes

! Pausanias says, the Petroma consisted of two stones fitted one
upon another in a peculiar manner ; if so, the back and one side of
the Cromlech must have been formed by the natural rock or earth,
unlees they were inclined at an angle, like the roof of a house or the
keel of a ship, which is not common in such monuments, — Ar-
cadica, p.631. ,

2 80 I understand the expression, jd€lus tois Imixboviovs wales,
with the correction that Kuhnius suggests of twoxfovlovs; for he
rightly observes, that Ceres had nothing to do with the others.
Quibuscum nihil fuit negotii Cereri.

3 Helicon is called by Wheeler Zagara (Journey into Greece,
p-477.), and Sagara by Clarke, who says, that it is pronounced
Sacra, or Sackra, and that by a transposition of the two first letters,
it became Ascra, which Strabo describes to be on a lofty and rugged
part of Helicon. — Geog. lib. ix. Pausanias speaks only of a single
tower (Beot. p.29.), and perhaps there never was more ; for in
Egypt Saccara is the place where the oldest pyramids stand, and a
hemispherical mound, which may be older still. Salt derives the
name from the deity of Memphis, and it was also the name of a
Budhist ‘god. — Clarke’s Travels, vols. v. and vii., and Wilkinson’s
Thebes, p. 337.
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in Beeotia was a copy from Thebes in Egypt ; and
Acheron and Cocytus were transferred to Thes-
protia ; and from a lofty rock near Nonacris, a
~ stream descended, which, like that which issued
from the cataracts of the Nile, was denominated
Styx. The whole of this country seems to have
been eminently Arkite: for the waters of Styx
mingled with the Crathis, which ran from the
mountain Crathis, past a cave of Hercules, con-
taining his statue ' ; and behind the town rose the
Aroanian ? mountains, or the mountains of the Ark,
where there was another cave, the sanctuary of the
daughters of the Argive king?® whom Melampus,
by introducing new rites and expiations, which
they at first abhorred 4, induced to abandon those
mysteries, for which they frequented it, and from
which the fable grew, that they had been changed,
like Io, into cows ; for so before the gates of the
temple of Eleusis, there was the figure of a brazen
cow, and of the man® who slept forty years in a
cave: he was evidently an Arkite priest. If the
Aroanian mountains then reached as far as Aroe in
Achaia, which, no doubt, they did, we have obtained
some sort of explanation of a mysterious story con-
cerning it, told by Pausanias. In the division of
the prey at the capture of Troy, Eurypylus got pos-
session of an ark, which, some say, was given him
by Hercules: it contained a statue of Dionusus,

1 Pausan. Attica. lib.i. p. 590.

2 Aroanian, from Aren, the Ark : there is also a river of that name.

3 The daughters of Preetus.

4 @ualais dmoppiross xai kabappois —Arcadica, c. xxiv. p. 645.
5 Epimenides. — Attica, p. 35. 8 Achaica, p. 572.
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wrought, as they say, by Vulcan, and given to _
Dardanus by Jupiter ; that is, they knew nothing
about it, except that it was of the most remote
antiquity. As soon as Eurypylus opened it, and
saw the image, he lost his senses; not, however,
without some lucid intervals; for he went to Del-
phi to inquire how he should get quit of his malady.
The answer was, that whenever he should find
men offering a foreign sacrifice, there he should
deposit his ark, and live. The wind carried him
to Aroe, where a virgin was about to be sacrificed
at the altar of Diana. The virgin corresponds
to the Dourga of the Hindoos; and the sacrifice
might be a figure, or else, like Japhet’s daughter,
a consecration to Diana, by immuring in a sanc-
tuary the person offered ; for so, in the Acropolis
at Athens, two virgins were sent every year to
inhabit a temple near a natural cave, into which
they conveyed certain mysterious baskets at the
- anniversary festival! At all events, it was an
Arkite ceremony, not practised by the Greeks in
general, and therefore foreign ; and the madness of
Eurypylus was like that of Orestes — remorse of
conscience for aiding the enemies of his sect; for
Troy, as we have seen, was originally a colony of
Arkites : its citadel was Pergama ; and the Perga-
meni, with whom, it may be supposed, they were
connected, called themselves Arkites?, and declared
their land was formerly sacred to the Samothracian
Cabiri %, who first instituted the mysteries, and

1 Pausanie Attica, p.64. 2 Arcades.
¥ RaBelpwy iepdy pagw elvas T dpyaior.— Pausan. Attic. p. 12.
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were esteemed preservers of those who wandered
over the ocean. One of them too, 7.e. one of
their priests, did great injury to the memory of
the others, by taking upon him the form of a
serpent, that is, by establishing the Ophite worship,
in compliance with the advice of Ceres, who yoked
dragons to her chariot.'

Euripides therefore only spoke an opinion still
current in his time, when he styles Pergamos a
sacred place, and introduces Neptune sorrowing
over its fall, and vowing vengeance against those
who had desolated her temples, and her tombs, and
the sacred institutions of the dead.? So too of
Rhesus, who though a Thracian assisted the people
of Pergamus, perhaps on account of the similarity
of their creed and their religious sympathies. The
Muses, 1. e. the Mystagogue, declares that, instead
of dying, as might be supposed of a man who was
run through by the sword of Diomed, he should
live in caves, and be something more than man, a
prophet of Bacchus, who inhabited the Pangeean
rock, a high mountain in Thrace, venerated as a

Buxtorf says, that in the Talmud the Persian priests are often called
Chabirim :
Kovpirec, KopiBarraq, drdxropss eddivazol 4, (i. e. Cabiri.)
*Ev Sapobogny dvaxtes —
TaATYY wpaTos wepbmeaary 10scbe
and
Kidivovs dwspixare sorroxhanizar.
Orphic. Hym. 87.
! Ibid. Hym. 38, 39.
2 Naads 7e 7opbovs &, iepk T8y xexppnéray
"Epnple Bods, airds oAl Torepor. Troad. 96. and 1072.
3 Eusebius derives Movsa from puew, the root of uvory, and

pepvmperog.
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god by all who were well informed.! He was first
cousin to Orpheus, the great patron of the Mys-
teries.? The Chorus in Iphigenia, after describing
the Salaminian auxiliaries in the Grecian fleet, holds
out a threat, that if any one should venture to in-
cline that people in favour of the Barbarian Baris,
he never should return in safety.® Those Bar-
barians were the Phrygians ; for one of the Orphic
Hymns* is addressed to a deity, whose name is
Dionusus and Iacchus, the offspring of Isis, some-
times present in Eleusis, and sometimes in the
Phrygian mysteries. Thus the Egyptian Bari is
connected with the Baris of Troy. There was
some reason for jealousy with respect to the fidelity
of those islanders: some defection, or at least dis-
satisfaction with their allies might well be suspected
in that quarter, if the evidence of Sophocles is to
- be admitted. His Chorus of Salaminians invoke
Pan, the wanderer of the ocean, to come from the
rocky summit of snow-beaten Cyllene. They hail
him as the king of gods, and desire him to instruct
them in his own Dionysiac and Corybantic rites ;
and further they suggest, that Ajax, who complains

1 Kpuwros 8 & dvrpoig tade Smapydpov xBovss

*Avbpumodaipay xeloeras Brémwy pdag

Béxxov mpogiirns, Save Hayyalov wévpay
"Qicnae aeprds Toiow eddaiw Jeds. — Eurip. Rhesus, 976.

2 Muatnpivy Te 7y dwoppitoy pdvag
YE3ufey *Oppes, abravéiog yfxpov
Totde. Ibid. 946.
3 vavbdTay
Elddpay Aeoy
Qs 75 &l mpocappioes
BapBdpovs Bdpidag

Néovov o0k dmoiceras.— Iphig.in Aul. 294,
4 Orph. Hym. 41.
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that he is hated by the whole Grecian host, had
given some offence to the deity of the sea.! Pan
being Arcadian we are not surprised to hear of him
on Cyllene, the highest mountain in that country.
But he cannot be the vulgar Pan of mythology ;
for he is a wanderer on the ocean, and the temple
on the top of Cyllene was dedicated to Mercury.?
Thus both Pan and Mercury lay claim to the sum-
mit of the same mountain; and if any explanation
of those claims can be offered, which will reconcile
their conflicting rights, there will be a strong pre-
sumption in favour of its correctness. Now with
respect to the latter, Martinius may give us some
assistance. , There is a passage in the book of Pro-
verbs, which our Version renders thus: ¢ As he
that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth
honour to a fool.”* Now there is nothing foolish or
contemptiblein asling: at that time, indeed, it was
a very efficient instrument of warfare, as David had
shown ; and the comparison, therefore, is not very
apt. The Vulgate accordingly renders it differ-
ently, and makes the comparison between him,
who gives honour to a fool, and him who throws
a stone upon a heap of Mercury, in order to
honour him. Who then was this personage? The
1 "H yarcwbdpal % T’ *Evvdhiog
Moupay Exwy

Evrot Jopds, muyless payavais
*Ericero Adbay. — Ajax, Flagell. 197. and 704.

The Scholiast observes that Enyalius here is clearly distinguished
from Mars, and is some other deity. Vallancey says, that Nieu in
Chinese is a Bull, and that Ani, or Oni, is in Hebrew a Ship,
vol. iii. Intr. cxvii.; as far as the Greek is concerned, it seems to be
Ewe Ahs, the Power of the Sea.

2 Pausan, Arcad. p.633. 3 Proverbs, xxvi. 8.
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authorities adduced by Martinius prove that Mer-
cury in these cases was a heap of stones upon the
summit of a hill'; in other words, a cairn. Vin-
centius Belovacensis mentions two Indian nations
who had an ancient custom of making circuits round
the images of their idols with great howlings, and
throwing of stones upon a heap raised to their
honour; and this they did at two seasons of the
year, — at the commencement both of spring and
autumn?, which are precisely the periods from
which different nations dated the commencement
of the flood. Mahomet, unwilling to offend his
countrymen by abolishing popular usages, that did
not interfere with his own views, retained this
custom in the solemnities at Mecca. On the 9th
of Dhu’ Chajja they rush tumultuously to Mount
Arafat 3, the resemblance of which to the diluvian
mount is so close that it cannot be mistaken. But
further there are two eminences+ corresponding to

1 Mercurius lapidum congeries in cacumine collium, — Isidorus
in Glossis.

Acervi lapidum Grecis dicuntur “Epuaxe;.  Mercurio enim, a
pretereuntibus erigebantur. — Scaliger de Emend. Temp. lib. v.

2 Duarum Indie gentium, que vocantur Zechiam et Albarachu-
ma, antiqua consuetudo fuit, rudos et decalvatos magnisque ululati-
bus personantes simulacra demonum circumire ; angulos quoque
osculari, et projicere lapides in acervum, qui quasi pro honore diis
extruebatur. Faciebant autem hoc bis anno ; sole scilicet existente
in primo gradu arietis, et rursum, cum esset in primo gradu Libre,
hoc est, initio veris et autumni. — Martin, Lexic. Philolog.

3 On Arafat, the Mount of Knowledge, the Afghans say that
Adam first met Eve after the fall, which is not an uncommon con-
fusion between the first and second peopling of the earth. — Hist.
of Afghang by Neamet Ullah, p. 5.

4 The names of these monticles are Safa and Merwa ; the former
being apparently connected with Siva, the Hindoo diluvian deity,
and the latter with Meru. :

D 2
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the two peaks of that mountain, between which
they run seven times, and throw seven stones in
the valley of Mina, i. e. of the fish, at three pillars.!
‘We may observe in passing, that the sacredness of
the number seven among other nations, as well as
the Jews, is a strong argument, that the seventh
day was kept holy by the Noachidae?; and this
is the best explanation that can be given of the
seven altars, and seven victims offered on each altar
by Balaam the Seer, on the high places of Baal®;
that is, on the highest points of the Abarim, or
Mountains of the Baris. However, throwing stones
together in a heap in honour of an imaginary deity,
whom some called Mercurius, and others Merkolis,
being a well known practice of the Gentiles, it be-
came a proverb of scorn among the Hebrews*: and
the heaps themselves were considered the sanctua-
ries of Mercury ; for though covered irregularly
with loose stones, there was often a cavity or cell
within. Thus, for instance, in Wales we hear of a
circular vault formed of vast rude stones, and placed
under the centre of a great Carnedd, or heap of
stones®; and on the top of Penmaen Mawr is an
oval inclosure, and carn, called Bre y Dinas (the

1 Sale’s Koran, Preliminary Discourse, p. 151.

2 See Faber on the Three Dispensations.

3 Numbers, xxiii. 14.

4 Proverbium quo usi sunt Hebrei. Projicit lapidem in Mercolis.
Nam Mercolis est Mercurius, aut potius acervus lapidum Mercurio
sacer. Maimonides says, that the worship of Mercolis consisted in
throwing stones on him 1'7, or before him. Vossius says, he uses
the word Mercolis (D '|pﬁ,§) infamie loco. — De Idololatria,
c. 2. Also Selden, de Diis Syriis Syntagmata, sect. ii. c. xxxv.
p. 853

5 Letter from Sir N. Bailly. — Vallancey’s Collect, iv.211.
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Bari of Deonaush or Dionusus), made of loose un-
hewn stones without cement, and containing cells
in the interior space.’

So, too, in all the Scilly islands, barrows have
been found surrounded with an edging of stones,
which form the exterior circle, and in the middle
having a cavity walled on each side, and covered
with large flat stones, and over all is a tumulus
of small stones and earth. In two of these which
were opened neither bone nor urn was found.
They were sanctuaries, and not sepulchres, except
mystically.? So also in Asia Minor, a recent tra-
veller searching for the oracular cave of Claros was
directed to a grotto, which, however, he did not
find, the entrance to which was described as very
small, and almost covered with evergreen shrubs,
so that there must have been a cairn above it. He
did however find on the very summit of the hill an
excavation in the rock, and traces of steps down to
it, and remnants of pillar stones.* Of the same
nature was the sanctuary dedicated to Oga, the
Ogygian or diluvian deity, by Lacedemon. M.
Fourmont was informed by the peasants of that
town, that about 500 yards off a copse covered a
kind of grotto, or sepulchre, of a rough and clumsy
construction, not worthy his attention : on cutting
away the bushes he found a structure of rough

! Archeeol. iii. 352.

2 Borlase’s Antiquities of Cornwall, p.207. One of these caves
was 22 ft. long, and 4 ft. 8in. wide; but only 1 ft. 8in. at the
entrance, and 4 ft. 10 in. high ; the other, 14 ft. long, 2 ft. high, and
from 2 to 4 ft. wide,

3 Arundell’s Excursion to the Seven Churches of Asia — Notes,

p. 805.
D 3



38 CONTESTS FOR DIVINE HONOURS

stones. The cavity was 28 feet by 10; but all the
sides formed by only two stones, and the roof and
floor each by one; a small entrance was perforated
through one of the side stones.! The tradition in
Pausanias is, that it was dedicated to the Graces :
and since Creata in Celtic is holy, learned, a priest?,
it is not unlikely; and it may serve to explain
another tradition preserved by Euripides, that Ceres
wandering round the world rendered the earth
unfruitful, and cities perished, and sacrifices were
no longer offered to the gods, till Jupiter appeased
her by sending to her the Graces, and the Muses,
and Venus.! Here Venus is the reproduction of
all things after the deluge; whence she is repre-
sented Anadyomene, or rising out of the sea. The
Muses were the priestesses of the Mysteries ; and
the Graces the priests of the Ark. Other instances
of the same sort will be produced, when we come
to treat of sanctuaries in rocks; but thus it appears
why the cairn, and the ark or sepulchre of Osiris,
were equally entitled a Soros; and as the Soros*
of Mercury was often personified, and taken for
Mercury himself, so the Soros of Apis, or the great
father, was personified, and became Serapis®; for

1 Over the door was this inscription ET'Al. — Mem. de Litter.
t. xv. p.402.

2 Xapires, and Gratie, may both be traced to this source. —

Vallancey's Collect. iv. 478.

3 Euripid. Helene, 1340.

4 Tepdv ‘Eppely pe xapactelyovres ixevay

YAvBpormos AlBivoy awpiy. — Epigramma, Anthol. 1. iv. 12,

The first syllable, indeed, is long in one case, and short in the
other ; but that is of little consequence, since no one doubts, that
Persona is derived from Personans, although the second vowel is
long in the first, and short in the second.

5 The Egyptians worshipped both fire and water ; and in the
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the situations of his temples in Egypt were truly
Arkite, as the instances already given sufficiently
serve to show.

A curious insight into the sort of interest which
Mercury had in these mysterious cells, may be
indirectly obtained from Homer’s Hymn to Her-
mes, which relates a contest between him and
Avpollo for certain privileges and honours.! His ha-
bitation was an Arcadian cave, on Mount Cyllene ?;
and on the evening of the day which gave him
birth, he, that is to say, his priests, stole from
Apollo his cattle, that is, his sacrifices ; and these
sacrifices were offered on the top of a lofty rock.?
This theft, for which he was branded by the oppo-
site party as the god of thieves, was made the sub-
ject of a formal complaint to Jupiter, that is, to
a higher order of priests; but, at last, the Apol-
lonites are compelled to enter into this compromise.
Mercury might exercise auguries, and employ the
divination of the Moira 4, who lived in the recesses

opening of the sanctuary (o ayiv) of Serapis, the ceremony con-
sists in the priest pouring out water, and displaying fire, {uypdob
Aelborrog 73 $dwp xal wlp palvorros. — Porphyr. de Abstinentia, lib. iv.
Serapis is seen surrounded by the diluvian serpent. — Montfaucon,
xii. pl. 42.
1 The young thief declares :
"Aupt B¢ Tiudg
Kdyd ¢ dobns émibioopas, foxep *Axéahoy. — 172,

2 Mérpng als xevbudva. — Hymnus in Hermem, 229. He was
‘Eomépiog, when this bold attempt was made, and his cave was xar&
{épov, which connects him with the traditions of the Hesperides.

3 Ilérpp éx° nBdry. — 404

4 These Moire are said, in the Hymns ascribed to Orpheus, to
live on the heavenly lake, where the bright water breaks against the
shady smooth recess of the stony cell :

‘Piywras Iy axiep§ Mxapf pvy§, ealby dvrpp. — 58.
D 4
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of Parnassus, and would tell the truth if they were
were fed with the food of gods, but not otherwise ;
but the privilege of the oracular cave, the power of
predicting future events, he reserved to himself,
and from that time they became very good friends.
It is remarkable, that Apollo makes no complaint
about his igneous honours being stolen, and that
his rival is distinctly stated to have been the first
who invented Pyreia or fire-towers.! It is a
striking proof how readily the one form of super-
stition grew out of the other ; for besides the evi-
dence already adduced, several incidental circum-
stances mark his affinity to the Indian Boudha and
Siva, whose connection with the deluge has been
already shown.” His mother was the mother of
Boudha—Maia. Hestole thetridentfrom Neptune?,
and wears a crescent upon his head ; and, in com-
mon with Hercules and Apollo, he rests himself
upon a stump, or club, which is only a modern
version of the Hindoo Mandara.t A very similar
account is given by Euripides, of Apollo’s jealousy
on this score in a parallel case, although the name
of Mercury is not introduced.* The chorus in one

1 ‘Eppils Tos wpbricTe wupyi‘a, x0p 7 dyédaxe. — 111,

2 The snakes of Mercury’s Caduceus are sometimes expanded
to a semicircle, as in the Engraved Stones by Capello, pl. Ixxvi.
P. 132, and pl. Ixxiii. fig. 1.; and where the point of the staff’ rises
high in the centre, it forms a sort of trident.

8 Montfaugon, i. 183. from Lucian, pl. 75. fig. 4.

4 Rossi, Statue, pl. 57. Glycon’s Hercules leans on his club,
which rests on a rock. He is in atto di posarsi sulla sua clava,
col. 48. Apollo, in plate 2., rests his hand in a similar form, and is
supposed to be resting after killing Pitho ; but a snake is climbing up,
and round the club, which has therefore a totally different meaning.

5 The whole passage is extremely obscure, and beset with diffi-
culties, which I leave to more able critics to unravel ; but the inser-



BETWEEN MERCURY, PAN, AND APOLLO. 41

of his plays describes the success of his priests, in
transferring to their own temples from the Arkite
caves, the credit and the profits of uttering
oracles : they first invoke him under a male and
female character, as brought from the oceanic
mountain-top by the mother of copious waters, when
she left the celebrated place of parturition, the
Parnasian peak, celebrated for the Bacchic mysteries
of Dionusus, where the serpent covered with laurel,
that huge wonder of the earth, surrounded the ter-
restrial sanctuary. The Daphne, or laurel, is pro-
bably put for the olive, which was the first vegetation
that covered the retiring waters, viewed under the
snaky forms of Typhon, and Narayen, and Mid-
gard. A serpent is represented in ancient statues
twined round Isis!, who, as Maffei well observes,
represented the earth quite as much as the moon,

tion of a word or two here and there, which the sense requires,
though not the metre, will help to make it a little more plain :
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though, in the theology of the gentiles, they are
frequently confounded.! This Phcebus, therefore, is
not the Phoebus of the heavens, notwithstanding
his golden locks; for, in consistency with all the
rest of the imagery, his dwelling is on the central
mount.? It is next related that the earth sent
Themis, or Justice, abroad, delivering divine
oracles under the semblance of dreams, and that
men were taught the past and the future in the
dark caverns of the earth?, and Pheebus could get
no honour in this line. Whereupon he flies away
to Jupiter to ask him to put a stop to these subter-
raneous mysteries. The god laughed at the cun-
ning priests who wanted to secure to themselves
all the profits to be made by superstition ; but,
however, nodded his consent, and took away from

1 Nel simulacro d'Iside tanto si representava la terra, quanto la
luna, frequentamente confusa dalla Teologia de’ gentili — Col. 89.
Voss. de Idol. ii. c. 24., and vii. c.i. He further says, that she is
una stessa cosa colla natura madre. But why then should she be
the moon, which is no otherwise the universal mother, than as it
represents that out of which all living creatures issued ?

2 Migor [ Exwy pérabpo.

3 Per sivas, says Musgrave, intelligo specus quosdam tenebricosos,
in quibus oraculi consultores somnum petebant.
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mortals the dark mysteries of revelation, and con-
firmed Phcebus in his privileges, and authorised
confidence in his oracles. Now, since the Arca-
dians or Arkites, who settled in Italy on the Tyber,
built a temple to Pan, on the Lupercal, at the com-
mand of Themis', and since the site of it is said to
have been a cave under a tumulus, with streams of
water from the rock? and since he was the aider
and author of fanciful terrors? such as were
exhibited in the rites of initiation, and since he
was considered the deliverer of initiated suppliants*,
it may reasonably be suspected that he was not clear
of some concern in this conspiracy against Pheebus.
His favourite haunts were the tops of mountains,
and every snowy peak was appropriated to him.*
Being, therefore, an acknowledged divinity of Ar-
cadia, he had a right of property in Cyllene, which
was the highest mountain of that country ; he had
a right to it also by inheritance, for its summit was
sacred to Mercury ®; and he bore the same relation
to Mercury as Ham did to Noah—he was his son.’
It is true that, in defending Delphi from the Gauls
under Brennus, he acted the part of Apollo, the
! Joh. Rosinus, Antiq. Rom. L ii. c. 20.

2 Dionys. Antiq. Rom. lib.i. Spelunca sub tumulo, et sub
petris profundi fonticuli.

3 darracidy izapaysq. — Orph. Hymn.

4 Tb8wy plaras ikernpids puri. — Hymn to Apollo as Pan.

5 Tidvra Apoy vigderra Aéhoyye,

Kal xopugas dpéwy, xai werpierra xdpnva.
Hom. Hym. ad Pana, 6.

6 Geminus speaks of those, who went to the top of Cyllene, the
highest mountain in Peloponnesus, to sacrifice 7§ xafociopévy ixl
TH¢ nopupis 708 Spovs ‘Eppfi — Eisagoge in Phaenomena.

7 Hom. Hymn. in Pana.
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idol of that place ' ; and, in the Orphic hymns, it is
declared that Pan and Phanes are titles of the sun.
But then it was the double peak of Parnassus, with
itssacred cellsand fountains, which he defended ; and
the other epithets and synonyms which the same
passages supply, are a convincing evidence, that
something else was intended beyond the solar
orb.

This Apollo, whom mortals call Pan, was the
two-horned and biformed god, the first-born parent
of the blessed, as well as of ordinary mortals —
the Generator, and consequently the king Priapus,
issuing from an egg, and with the voice of a bull*—
Bacchus and Grynian Titan.®> The greatest part of
this description belongs properly to Bacchus alone,
or Dionusus, whose relation to the deluge and to
the Hindoo Deonaush has been already explained.
Let us now see how in these particulars his worship
and his myths coincided with those of the sun,
which have been just recited. First, then, the per-
sonages, whose images on ancient coins may be
recognised by their horns, are Serapis, Ammon,
and Bacchus*; all of them Arkite idols. In the
next place in the Orphic hymns he is denominated

1 Pausanias in Phocicis.

2 Mpwroyiver kahbw Bipuf, péyav, albepbmharyxroy,
"Qoyerijy k. T. A
Tavpobbay yiveaiy paxdpwy Svmréy 7 dvbpdmay
Aapwpiy dywy fa’oq dyviy dg’ of oe bdynra xikMoKw
"H3 Tplymoy avaxta.— Hymn 5.
3 Titdy [pivie — amdppse — Baxyse xai ddvpuet —
Mortals call thee IM@va Jeiv dixepira.— Hymn 38. to Apollo.
4 Casaubon, de Satyr. Grec, Poesi. In this, however, he also
resembles Pan, and, like him too, he is called the wanderer over the
sea, — Nonni Dionysiaca, ¢ 21.
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biformed, and the first-born, and thrice born, in
allusion to his three states of existence, before the
deluge, during itscontinuance, and after it. Thirdly,
he is also styled the All-producer; and the Phallus
was a characteristic of his festivals.? Augustine
complains bitterly of the indecency of these Pria-
pian rites in his days®; but long before, the un-
fortunate Pentheus, fatally for himself, remonstrated
at Thebes against the lewdness which was springing
up in the newly instituted Helio-arkite idolatry, the
idolatry of those, to whom, like the Medes and the
Egyptians, both fire and water were sacred.* That
this was its real nature, we may infer partly from
the language of the Chorus in Euripides, who com-
mend Teiresias, its protector, for honouring Bacchus
without derogation to Apollo®, and partly from the
description of their ceremonies ; for they struck the
surface of the double-peaked rock of Delphi with
lighted torches.® Teiresias moreover declares that it
is a vulgar error to suppose, that Bacchus, when he
was rescued from the punishment of presumption, a
punishment attributed tofire instead of water, was in-
closed in the thigh of Jupiter. The Meros, or thigh,
was a Homeros, or security for good conduct, which
he gavetoJuno, or the Indian Hara; aportionbroken
off fromthe sether, or element that once surrounded
the earth.” The @ther, of which the poet speaks,
is only the substitution of one fluid for another?,

1 Orph. Hymn. 29. 2 Ibid. 1.

3 De Civit. Dei, vii. c. 21. 4 Clemens, Alex. Cohort. p. 56.
5 Eurip. Bacche, 328. 6 Ibid. 306.

7 Ibid. 292.

8

Alfepimharyxvg, is obviously the same thing as the diwAayxog,
of the Salaminian Chorus.
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that he might not rouse the jealousy of the fire-
worshippers. Never perhaps having heard of the
Indian Meru, he starts a most absurd hypothesis
to account for the myth; but Proclus gives a
version of the same tradition, which quite inverts
the order of events. Nevertheless it is not difficult to
decypher the original facts: he reports, that when
he left the thigh of Jupiter, he was received into
Hippa, the Mare, who is theologically the soul
of the universe, and is described with a basket on
her head, and a serpent twisted round it.' The
emblems are strictly Arkite: thus an ancient medal
shows the head of Ammon with rays streaming from
behind the basket of Serapis?, and a trident with a
serpent wreathed round it is in front; just as in
another instance a fish occupies the place of the
serpent?, for they were symbols of the same ele-
ment: and hence in Welsh Celtic the same word
expresses a fiery serpent, the generative principle,
and the Supreme*; the deity of the Ocean being
perpetually associated with the destroying and the
reproducing power. But Celtic tradition goes
further still : it has retained even the fanciful notion
of representing the Ark under the form of a horse.
Thus the Triads tell us, that the black horse of the
seas, the steed of Heliodorus, the most courteous,

1 *H uév ydp “Inma 1o marrds oboa Yuys, xal olrw xexhquévn waps
7§ Jeohdyw — Adxvey dmi Ti kepadiis Jepévy xai Spakovri aire weporpé-
Yaca 75 xpadiaior, imodixeras Asivvaor. — ‘0 B¢ dwd Tob pmpel Tl
Asg mpdaaiv elg admiy, — Proclus in Tim. ii. 124, 125.

2 Montfaugon, vol.i. pl. 14. from Maffei’s Collection.

3 Ibid. pl. 38. A Byzantian medal. Neptune on one side, the
trident on the other.

4 Draig. Owen’s Dictionary.
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carried seven persons and a half from the mount of
the flat stone of Heliodorus in the North to the
mount of the flat stone of Heliodorus in Mona.!
This must be the vessel-like horse of the scholiast
on Lycophron? carrying the Arkite mysteries from
the diluvian mount with a Cromlech in the north,
perhaps Iona, to another in Man or Anglesea. A
literal horse it plainly cannot be, and in another
poem large ships are called Wooden Steeds.* We
may conclude, that the eighth person was only half
initiated, and consequently only half prepared, to
enact the part of one of the patriarchal family.

But to show the true import of Hippa’s insignia,
and their real relation to Bacchus, evidence can be
produced from Italy, as well as from Egypt. In
an Etruscan bas-relief, which Gori supposes to re-
present the mysteries of Bacchus, the shrine con-
tains what Mongez calls an enormous pineapple.*
It is odd, therefore, that he should profess to adopt
the learned and judicious explanation of it given
by Gori, which is this : a basket, or ark, formed of
twigs, bears on its summit a globe ; and about this
basket, which is round and entirely closed, a serpent
rolls its folds* He then proceeds to remark, that
‘““the Etruscan basket is very like the Egyptian :
for the Tyrrhenes having had long intercourse with

! Davies’s Celtic Mythology. So too Taliessin says, in the account
of his initiation, that the hen with a divided crest, who caught him
in her fangs, was as large as a proud mare, and swelling out like a
ship upon the waters.

2 “Immog axapiog kal cxvpiog.

3 The praise of Llud. — Davies, p. 569.

4 Enorme pomme de pin. — Gulerie de Florence, tom. iv.

5 Cista viminibus contexta cujus fastigio seu tholo imminet globus
— ciste rotunde atque omnino clause sinuosus serpens advolvitur.
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the Laconians, principally honoured and employed
the sacred rites, which had most celebrity among
them ; that is, the Samothracian or Cabirian,
whence, no doubt, it came to pass, that they learned
the religious customs of the Phcenicians and Egyp-
tians, and especially the worship of Bacchus.”'
This is a valuable testimony—the more valuable,
because wholly independent of any hypothesis, in
favour of a common origin of the religious usages
in Samothrace, Egypt, and Italy. Upon the whole,
it is not an unwarrantable conjecture, that the
Phallagogia was nearly connected with this idle
story of Jupiter’s Meros, which is only the Greek
version of the Eastern Meru misunderstood by suc-
ceeding ages. Fourthly, it may be more difficult
to adduce classical authority to prove that Bacchus
was Oo-genes, or Eggborn. But at least the term is
not less inappropriate to the son of Latona, than to
the son of Semele. A little inquiry, however, may
show what was meant in either case; for both of
them obtained their divinity by transmigration from
a higher source. We have the authority of Ste-
phanus for saying, that Ogenes was an ancient
deity; and, no doubt, it is the original form of
Oceanus ; perhaps, too, the same person as the
Pheenician Oannes. But it is also possible, that
there may be an allusion to a mystic egg; for it
was said by the ancient Egyptians? that Phtha,
i.e. Budha, i.e. Phut, proceeded from an egg,
which issued from the mouth of the fountain of

! Museum Etruscum, tab.clxx. p. 331.
2 Euseb. Prep. Evan. L iii, c.11.
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life; and in the Circus at Rome, columns were
erected, bearing on their tops eggs and dolphins’,
round which, as a sort of sacred place, astrologers
and augurs gave their oracular answers to the fools
who consulted them. The serpent’s egg (ovum an-
guinum) was the great charm by which the Druids
boasted of controlling the current of destiny. It
was either spherical, or in the figure of a lentil.?
It was to be caught, as if from heaven, and at a
particular age of the moon, that is to say, when she
was a crescent. Maurice observes, with respect to
that greatest of Druidical temples, Stonehenge,
that, although its form is circular, the adytum, or
Sanctum Sanctorum, is of an oval form, represent-
ing the mundane egg, after the manner in which
all those adyta, where the sacred fire perpetually
blazed, were constantly fabricated.® That such,
however, was not its original destination, may be
inferred from one of the songs of Aneurin, who
calls it the established inclosure of the bard of the
harmonious Budd ; in a note upon which passage
Davies observes 4, that Budd is Victory, a title of
Kéd, or Ceres. Now it is known on very respect-
able authority, says Sir W. Hamilton, that, notwith-

! Fale sunt turres rotunde quarum fastigium ovi refert imaginem.
— Hoffman in Ova.

Consulitante Phalas Delphinorumque columnas. Juv. Sat. vi. 589.

Pal, in Celtic, according to Bullet, signifies Pierre, Roc; and
hence our Pole, and Pale ; the Latin Palus ; the old Saxon Pal ; the
Teutonic Phal ; the German Pfal; the Flemish Paal ; the Swedish
Pala ; the Spanish and Italian Palo.

2 Toland gives the British name for it Glain Neidr. Camden,
Gleineu Nadrooth. — See Pliny's Nat. Hist. 1. xxix. c¢.8. Glyn,
in Cornish Celtic, is a Lord. — Borlase.

3 Ind.Antig. v. 5. c.6. 128. 4 Davies’s Celtic Mythology, p.364.

VOL. II, . E
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standing the differences in the feasts of Bacchus
and Ceres, the mysteries and initiation were nearly
the same': Sophocles, for instance, intimates as
much in his Antigone?; and it is said, that their
orgies were the same as those of Isis and Osiris,
brought out of Egypt by Orpheus.® If, then,
Demeter, ¢.e. Ceres and Magna Mater were in
truth the same, the egg had a very extensive con-
secration : for in the rites of the latter, it was pe-
culiarly sacred.* But we must travel to the re-
motest east, if we would see the nearest approach
to truth in the real interpretation of the mystic
egg. The Japanese represent it floating between
the horns of a bull. Faber attaches some significance
to the butting attitude of the animal; but that
may have been only chosen by the artist, to show
his taste and skill : the other part of the design is
a frequent emblem of the Arkite microcosm, either
oval, or spherical, or conical, resting between the

1 Engravings from Ancient Vases, i. 122.
2 MBeug d¢ mayxolyov "Ehevawviag Anois &v xdrmoss Baxyst
Bakygy pnrpimohiy ©46ay vaivy. — Antigone, 1135.

8 Theodoretus, Grecanic. Affect. lib. i.

4 Fuit ovum in Magne Matris sacris precipuo cultu. — Hoffman.
And, on the other hand, we know from Plutarch, that it was so in
the rites of Bacchus; and the reason which he assigns for it, has a
great deal of unintentional truth — because it was an imitation of
that which produced every thing, and comprised every thing in
itself. Ovx &nd wpémov Tois wepi 1oy Aibvuaey dpysacpols g piunpa Tob
T& mdyra yevvSyrog kai Tepixovtos év davr§, cvyxabuoivras. — Sym-
posiotica Problemata, lib. ii. c. 8. The custom of giving eggs at
Easter, says the Count de Gebelin, is to be traced up to the theology
and philosophy of the Egyptians, Persians, Gauls, Greeks, Romans,
&c., among whom an egg was the emblem of the universe.— Hist. of
the Kalendar, iv. 251. Hutchinson, with more truth, remarks that
it was held’ by the Egyptians to be a sacred emblem of the reno-
vation of mankind after the deluge. — Hist. of North. ii. 10. Hence
it became the emblem of the Resurrection — Brand’s Popular Antiq.
p. 147.
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horns of the double-peaked mountain. Thus, for
instance, Ceres is represented bearing on her head a
globe in a boat-shaped vessel, which Montfau¢on
calls a Lotus flower.! If it were so, the meaning
would be still the same : but it much resembles the
Egyptian globiferous Baris, several specimens of
which are furnished by the same indefatigable an-
tiquary. In one of his plates we find Osiris bearing
a globe in a Baris on his head 3. Another
exhibits three Baris; one of which carries only a
disk, and is drawn by three dogs, that is, priests in
disguise : the second bears a globe, in which there
is a four-headed dog; that is, the first four priests
of mankind. The third has a circular shrine, with
a pointed summit, consequently approaching to the
oval formXQ~, and containing the dog-headed Anu-
bis: the globe and disk might pass for the sun ; but
this is evidently only a shrine. In another instance,
Osiris is seen sitting, and behind him, two attend-
ants, with Baris, each containing one of these mi-
crocosms on their heads,xe or 07.*> Montfaugon
calls them Lotus flowers, which they do not at all

1 Vol.i. pl. 45. p.94.

2 Vol.iv. pl. 118. and pl. 142. The figures are in alt-relief on
a temple near Esne or Syene.

3 Vol xii. pl. 51. Drawn by Paul Lucas from the ruins of a
temple in the Delta, tom.ii. p. 12. The same name has been given
by Vaillant and Frohlich, to an impression borne by several coins
of Antiochus Sidetes, which has this form, ﬁ: Coins of the Se-
leucide, pl. 15. But his maritime propensities are strongly shown
by three other coins, which have the rostrum of a ship on one side,
and a trident on the other, rising out of a double Baris formed by
two fishes: thus § . The plant in question bears some resemblance
to the head-dress of a Tartarian idol, which, behind a pair of nearly
upright horns, has a globe with an apex, thus Q: another is a
Dagon, holding a cone /\. — Archeol. ii. 285.

E 2
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resemble ; and in another part of the same design,
Isis appears seated with the same emblem on her
head, and the usual Lotus flower on the top of a
long stick {. Heis obliged, therefore, to turn this
into a goblet ; but afterwards a bronze figure of
the same emblem with Osiris, or at least a figure,
standing in it, and half hidden', compels him to
acknowledge, that it is the flower which is com-
monly called the Lotus ; the appearance of which
differs much on different monuments. Osiris him-
self, as well as a hawk-headed personage, with a
crux ansata in his hand, wears something on his
head of the same nature as Isis wears; but the
globe is dilated into a cone (5,. To the deg-headed
people, he assigns a much lower office than I do:
for of two of them, who stand at the mouth of a
cave, before which a goose is sacrificed, he remarks,
that they may be taken for two Anubis’s, acting in
the capacity of porters, since it is equally the office
of dogs and porters to guard entrances.® It is
remarkable, that in the planisphere of Tentyris,
the ram’s head of Ammon rises out of a Bari; and
on his head, besides his own crooked horns, he has
another pair rising from the centre, and curved
upwards at the extremities, and containing between
them a globe®; so that it much resembles another
device in the temple, where seven pairs of Baris
are represented one under another, each containing

1 Archeol. ii. 188.

2 Supplementary plate to p.51. On les prendroit volontiers
pour deux Anubis a téte de chien, qui semblent faire le fonction de
Suisses. Canum enim, he adds in Latin, perinde atque janitorum
officium est portas custodire, p. 172.

3 Voyages en Egypte, par Denon, pl. 129. and 130. -
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a ball, or disk. ¢ Can they be the Iunar months ?”
is the inquiry of Denon. ¢ But why fourteen ?
The question will be more easily answered after
surveying another series of pictures in the same
temple.! Between two large luniform Baris, which
are shown to be such by the rudder at the side, one
of them holding a disk or circular shrine, which
contains the prow of a ship with six figures seated
on it, and seven below it, and the divinity under
the form of an eye on one side? Between these,
another circular shrine, with the prow of a ship
inclosed, rests in a half ring, which is supported
by a stand on a height, to which fourteen figures
ascend by stairs, consisting of as many steps. Itis
to be observed, that half of them are males, and
half females, and they bear the emblems of divinity;
and on the other side stands a single Ibis-headed
figure, with uplifted hands, who again appears in
another Bari, with the circular shrine placed upon
a platform; and in another he stands within an
upright sanctuary, like the portal of a temple, and
of course is the divinity of the ship.® Now if we
consider, that it was the practice of the Egyptians
to divide their deities into two sexes, and sometimes,
on the contrary, to compound two sexes into one
hermaphrodite, the history of these numbers may

1 Voyages en Egypte, par Denon, pl. 131.
2 The other contains three principal figures seated, two of whom
hold the sceptre of Isis Y , and the crux ansata.

3 The place of the figure head upon the prow, is occupied by a
hawk with a globe on his head, which Denon supposes to mean the
sun, p. 121. and perhaps it is so ; for in another instance, the sun
with his rays is exhibited in the same position, the same divinity
being similarly enshrined, and therefore different from the sun.

E 3
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be discerned. The Patriarch stands alone, or is
represented as the all-seeing eye : the rest of his
family, seven in number’, are each of them dupli-
cates, except where the two parents of the six
reproducers of the human race are viewed as com-
bined in one form; and since the priests were the
actors in this Arkite drama, the numbers would be
varied, so as to suit their convenience within the
limits which the principles of their religion allowed.
That the Arkite commemoration was the principal
point, to which they made their astronomy subser-
vient, may be inferred from the concomitant em-
blems and the positions of the stars; for the ram
is not the only constellation favoured with a ship :
the bear has one; not the Arctic bear, but one
near the equator : and the Bull has one ; not he of
the Zodiac, but one lying down south of the Lion,
who has one too; though it is fancifully formed
out of a hawk at one end, and a serpent at the
other. Sagittarius, the Centaur, has his forefeet
in a Bari : the balances are in fact a pair of Baris,
and they sustain on their beam a globular shrine,
containing a man’s figure, sitting on a Lotus. Can-
cer, Gemini, and Aries are quite out of their places
in this sphere ; thatis, they are out of the Zodiacal
circle. In like manner, the two opposite borders of
the cieling in the portico of the same temple con-
tain, what Denon calls the two parts of the Zodiac ;
and yet, if he has copied all the stars assigned to the
constellations, it is clear that it could not be in-

! Thus the Afghans have a tradition, that seven only were saved
from the deluge. — Neamet Ullah’s Hist. of the Afghans, p. 5.
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tended for a scientific representation ; for instance,
forty-six stars are crowded about Aries, and only
six on Taurus at his tail; none belonging to or
near to Scorpio, and very few in the neighbourhood
of Libra, on the one side, and Sagittarius on the
other ; or about the intervening figures, which are
sometimes human, sometimes animals, sometimes
deiform. Moreover it is remarkable, that under-
neath the row of Zodiacal figures and stars, there
is a continued series of crescent-shaped barks, or
Baris, nineteen on each side, and on one three
more, interfering with the Zodiac : most of them
contain a single figure, usually cynocephalus, or
else hawk-faced ; which showsit to be a procession
of priests. But one has nothing but the sacred
cow lying down init. One of the boatmen, as well
as a hawk-headed deity on the exterior wall of the
temple ', and the celestial Bull?, carry an almost
semicircular vehicle, which contains a globe ; in
the latter instance it is placed, not between the
horns, which seem to have been considered in this
case superfluous emblems, but on the neck. The
same vehicle with the same burthen is four times
represented on the portico of the temple at Philee :
in a chamber of the catacombs it bears the divinity
of the Ark himself.

! Denon, Voyage en Egypte, vol.ii. pl 117. 122. and 132.
2 Mayer’s Views in Egypt, p. 25.

e 4
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CHAP. XV.

MEANING OF AN EGG BETWEEN THE HORNS OF A BULL.—
ISIS BEING CERES, THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE
LEGENDS RELATING TO HER AND BACCHUS IS SHOWN,—
ACCOUNT OF THE DIONYSIA: HENCE, APOLLO CALLED
BACCHUS.

In speaking of the crescent-shaped vehicle on the
Egyptian monuments, I have uniformly denomi-
nated it a Bari, in conformity with the language
of Champollion, and other writers on that subject ;
and undoubtedly, in very many cases, it is most
properly so denominated, inasmuch as it repre-
sents the Ark. This is the obvious inference in
all those cases where it occurs quite alone, as it
does on the walls of the temple of Hermonthis',
and in a MS. on silk, found in unrolling a mummy
by Denon ® or where it contains figures of priests
or gods ; but where the emblem is more compli-
cated, where it contains a shrine, or sanctuary, or mi-
crocosm, like the egg between the horns of the bull,
reason requires us to refer the two-horned vehicle
to the double-peaked mountain which contained in
its bosom the sacred Ark?: thus the silken manu-
script above-mentioned exhibits one with several

! Called Armans by Montfaugon, vol. xii.

2 Voyages en Egypte, pl. 125.

3 Thus, too, in the Hindoo Avatar, called Vahara or the boar, a
crescent rests between his tusks containing in its concavity an epi-
tome of the earth, — Moor’s Pantheon, p. 183.
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birds and beasts, and the presiding genius in a
square shrine: and thus, on the interior face of a
temple of Cneph, in the Isle of Elephantis, a sacri-
fice of all sorts of things is offered before a crescent,
elevated upon an altar, and containing a shrine,
before which several figures are in the act of wor-
ship.! So fond were the Egyptian priests of mul-
tiplying commemorative forms of that earliest
object of idolatry, that to no other cause is the
Scarabeeus indebted for its sacredness®; for phy-
sical truths can never be taught by physical impos-
sibilities. Since, therefore, it is impossible for a
beetle to move backwards and forwards at the
same time, there can be no allusion to its natural
history when it clasps two balls— one before,
and one behind, as at Tintyra® or when the
same ball floats within the ark of the crescent
without touching its concave surface, as at Her-
monthis : the truth is, that the antenna of this
insect offered the same emblematic resemblance of
the peak, between which the Ark grounded, as
the horns of a bull or cow; and this drew the
attention of the Arkites to an additional feature of
resemblance, when its hind legs, in pushing back-
ward a pellet of dung, acted the part of the same ark-
inclosing peaks. When Denon saw a figure of

1 Denon, pl. 128. Both the horns of the Crescent end in a half
circle, from which, as in the Planisphere of Tentyra, a ram’s head
arises ; it is consequently a very complicated emblem.

2 Tavpeesdrg scarabeus cornua ad instar bovis habebat. De eo Orus
(Apollo) 3evrépa Be yeved, 1 Biépws kai Tavpoedys fric xal T Tedivy
xabiepdOy. — Salmasius in Jul. Solin. Polyhistor. c. xxxii. p. 811.
Scarabeus seems to have a near relationship to Carabus, in Irish
Carbh, parva scapha ex vimine facta. — Junius.

3 Denon, vol. ii. pl. 122. and 131,
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Isis, bearing on her head a similar device, he per-
ceived theabsurdity of the usual interpretations. The
ball could not be the sun; for with the sun, Isis had
nothing to do: therefore he concluded it was the
disk of the moon ; but then, the crescent could
not be the lunar crescent, for to place the full
moon within a half moon would be very un-
meaning and absurd ; therefore he determines the
crescent to be the horns of a cow': hence, it
appears why Io, which is another name for Isis,
was, in Egypt, the moon, and, in Greece, a cow.
The fable of Io was not confined to Greece or
classic lands. The Celts of Wales had a similar
myth, plainly relating to the same subject: the
oxen of Hu, it is said, were twins from a sacred
cow, which filled all the vessels in the neighbour-
hood with milk ; but an old sorceress, who could
get none from her, made her mad, and she ran
wild over the mountains till she was slain by Hu,
or Guy, Earl of Warwick. The scene of this
transaction is laid in so many places in Wales,
that it should seem there was a sacred cow where-
ever there was a Druidical temple. The epithet
Dun given to this cow seems more properly to be
referred to the place than to her colour, and to
signify the same as it does in Dunstable, Dun-
church, &c.: she was the cow of the hill, and
worshipped as symbolical of the Ark.”? But fur-
ther, since Isis is acknowledged to have been the
Grecian Ceres, whose head is on an ancient medal

! PL 120. Explication des Planches.
2 Roberts’s Antiquities of Wales, p. 32.
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surrounded by fishes, to show her connection with
the sea’, and since the mysteries of Ceres strongly
resembled the mysteries of Bacchus, we might
expect to find the same association of ideas in the
worship of the latter. Now, a Cydonian medal of
Bacchus bears upon the reverse a crescent alone ? ;
but what had he to do with the moon ? — Nothing
whatever. The meaning of it, however, is elucidated
by a piece of sculpture in the quarries of Paros,
where, in the worship of Bacchus, the head of an
ox is introduced, which appears to bear upon it
the Egyptian Bari?, that shape having been pur-
posely given to the horns: here, then, is satisfac-
tory evidence, that the resemblance which has
been alleged is not fanciful or overstrained. To
Moschus, indeed, it appeared so natural, that, in
describing a bull, he compares his horns to the
lunar crescent*: when, therefore, it is considered
besides, that the Pheenician name for a bull signifies
also a ship®, we can perfectly understand how the
Arkite Bacchus is entitled to be called a bull, and
the bull-horned god ®; and Plutarch need not have
been so much puzzled by the invocation of the Eleian

! Montfaugon, vol. i. pL 44. p. 86. For the same reason the bull
is represented with a fish above him and another below him.

2 Ibid. vol.ii. pl 155.

3 Stuart’s Antiquities of Athens, vol. iv. c. 6. pl. 5.

4 "lod 7 &' &M\NfAaas xépn dvdTeAhe xapivey
YAvrvyos qpaTpov Kepaiic Are KikAG Tedgmc.

5 Alpha ou Ilpha, dans la langue Phénisienne, signifiait également
un taureau, ou un navire. — Mythologie comparée avec Ihistoire, par
M. U Abbé de Tressan, p. 68.

¢ Tabpoy.— Euripid. Bacch@, 1159. Tavpoxépwy Jedv. Ibid. 100.
The Cimbri ascribed some sort of divinity to this animal ; for they
made their prisoners swear by a brazen figure of it, not to serve
against them again. — Plut. in vit. Marii.
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women, who were wont to address him thus: ¢ O
worthy bull, worthy bull! Come here, Dionusus,
to your pure oceanic sanctuary ; come quickly on
bovine foot to the sanctuary, with the benefits
which you there dispense.”' What those benefits
were, we may learn from Euripides: ¢ Happy,”
says he, is the man who, initiated in the mys-
teries of the gods, purifies his life, and makes his
soul expatiate in the rites of Bacchus, by pious
lustrations on the mountains?;” and the same
Chorus apostrophises the cell of the Curetes, where
the three-peaked Corybantes invented the skin-
covered circle in their caves.” The three-peaked
head-dress of these priests of the Great Mother is
explained by an engraving of Isis, in Montfaugon,
where she wears this ornament on her head, W ;
and another figure has the flower of the Persea
tree, as Montfaugon calls it  — being a bud in the

1 *EAGely Fpw Asbvuae dhioy is yady diyrdy, obv xapiteoaiy & vasy TF
Botw xdi Jwy dra Bl ixgdovaw, “Afis vaipe. — Plutarch. Quast.
Grece, c.36. Op. vol.iii. The Pofw wodi may possibly be an
allusion to the sacred foot of Bod, or Fo. All the names of the
Cabiri began with "Afie.

2 - *Q pdxap Sorig eddaluwy Teherds Yedy

Elds Biotdy dysoreva
Kai Siacederas Juyay
*Ey opeas Baxyeday

‘Oclosasy xabappois. Bacche, 73.

3 0 Jardpsvpa Kovpjroy —
*Evba Tpicépueg dyrposg
Bupaitovey xikhwpa Tide
Moi KopiBavre edpov. Ibid. 120.
Curetes, from Curra, in Celtic, a ship ; the wicker boats of the
Irish were called Curragh. Curra Bunnith, Shipbuilders; hence
Corybantes.— Vallancey. For according to Sanchoniatho they first
invented a ship.
4 Vol ii. pl. 115.
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centre of a two-leaved expanded calyx : this is the
origin of the trident.

Now it can scarcely be an accidental coincidence,
that we find nearly the same prayer in India ad-
dressed to the god of the trident, the god of the
deluge, the destroying power, on whose head the
crescent constantly appears, and whose constant
attendant is the sacred bull. It runs thus: “ O
worthy man! O Hara, Hara! (this name of Maha-
deva twice expressed is an exclamation used by
people in great distress,) ascend into thy cave:
hence send letters; but into thy cave go secretly.”!
And again, *See the door of yon cave ; break it ;
open and conceal thyself therein ;” and the person
who is to do this is told to decline the friendship
of those whose bellies are the only rule of their
conduct. There is another instance closely con-
nected with this subject, in which classic mytho-
logy receives illustration from that of India. A
statue of Fortune has upon its head a crescent con-
taining the sun, a rudder in her right hand, and
two horns of plenty in her left; while from the
centre of each a sharp-pointed pyramid protrudes.?
Now what had fortune to do with pyramids, and
crescents, and the cornucopiee? The Hindoo can
“explain the mystery; for his Lutchmeen, or
Lakshmi, whose Arkite origin has been already
shown, is also entitled Sri, or Sris, which means

1 Inscription in Sanscrit translated by Wilford. As. Res. vol.v.
The Abbé de Tressan observes, that Osiris was called Dionysius
and Pan ; and that his wife was honoured among other names by
that .of Hera, or Juno. — Mythologie comparée avec I Histoire,
P. 29.

2 Montfaugon, vol.ii. pl. 196. p. 309.
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Fortune, or Prosperity'; and she is the daughter of
Brigu, from which one of our names for a ship
seems to be derived— Brig.  Fortune therefore
is the Arkite Ceres, and thus we obtain another
link connecting the latter with Bacchus. Fortuna
bears the same relation to Portunus, which, if the
first letter be aspirated, would be pronounced Phor-
tunus, as Luna does to Lunus. Now the Greek
name of Portunus was Palemon; that is, the an-
cient Mon, or Meen, who inhabited the depths of
the sea, and was considered the saviour of ships.
Since therefore Meen signified in Greek an Ox, as
well as the Moon, it is no wonder that he is iden-
tified in the Orphic Hymns with Bacchus, or that
his mother Leucothea was the nurse also of Bac-
chus? and is addressed as the greatest saviour of
mortals at sea.® Her history is plainly nothing but
a sacerdotal quarrel : after nursing Bacchus she fled
from the wrath of Juno, or Hera, and was conveyed
by the sea-nymphs to the banks of the Tiber; where
she found the people Arcadians, that is, Arkites,
and Bacchanals. But although she had been taking
all possible care of Bacchus up to that time, these
people complained of her intrusion on their my-
steries, and were extremely jealous of Melicerta,
who was called Portumnus by the Romans, and
Paleemon by the Greeks; and therefore his other
name belongs to some other language: it means the
King of the Ship. They wanted to seize him; but

1 Moor's Hindu Pantheon, p. 134.
2 Zovrpoge By xopoio Aswydaov mohvynbods.— Orph. Hymn. 74.
3 Ripaas Tepropdrn Imréy carupa peylem. Ibid. 73.
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he was saved by the arrival of Hercules with Ge-
ryon’s cows.'! And it was determined, that thence-
forth he should be the god of the sea?; for the
Arkite form of worship was very early established
in Italy, and accordingly there was a ship island in
the Tyber, called by Plutarch Mesopotamia. The
plan of it given by Montfaugon is copied from
writers of the 16th century, whose accuracy as to
the superstructures he doubts; but no one doubts,
says he, that it had the form of a ship, the shape
being given by large stones all round it.* Piranesi
does doubt that the island had this form ¢ but con-
tends that it bore a ship temple. All agree, how-
ever, that a monument of some sort had that de-
signation ; and the tradition was, that it was built
where the serpent of Esculapius® stopped ; and if
the serpent be taken as usual for the deluge, the
occasion thus assigned is not far from the truth.®
Hence it came to pass, that the earliest emblem
impressed upon the Roman coins was the figure of

1 Ovid. Fast. lib. vi. 485. 2 Numen eris pelagi, Ibid. 543.

3 Montfaugon, vol. iii. part2. p.98. pl 18.

4 Veduta della porzione di nave de Travertini costruita nell Isola
Tiberina. Molti antiquari hanno falsamente creduto, che tutta
I'isola representasse la forma di una nave. — Piranesi’s Antiguities
of Rome, tom.iv. pl. 15.

5 The sacred valley in Epldmns, where Asculapius had his
sanctuary, was well selected by the Arkites ; for it was surrounded
by bigh mountains, the highest of which, like that of Armenia, had
a double summit. — Clarke’s Travels, vi. 404.

6 Procopius states, Goth. Bell. iv. 22. that the galley of AEneas,
25 feet in breadth, and 120 long, was preserved entire in the Na-
valia, near Monte Testaceo. Gibbon observes, that all antiquity is
ignorant of this relic, vii. 377.; and he is right, so far as Zneas is
concerned ; but a ship might be preserved and deemed sacred, as
the monument of a much earlier age ; though when the true cause
was forgotten, ZEneas was very convenient, to account for its mys-
terious preservation.
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a ship '; and this continued even to the time of Ma-
crobius ; when, as we have already seen, boys play-
ing at pitchfarthing cried out, not heads or tails, but
heads or ships. But there is still another point of re-
semblance between the Indian Sris, and the Roman
Ceres, nearly connected with the corruption of her
rites introduced by the worshippers of fire. On
the last day of the month among the former people,
the day on which the lunar crescent wholly disap-
peared, torches were burned, and consecrated to
light their deceased friends through the shadows of
death to the mansions of Yama?; who, like Minos,
is the judge of departed spirits®; and the god of
the elements gave up for a while his kingdom to
the Asuras under his dominion, and his metropolis
is the mount Meru. In like manner in the Eleu-
sinian rites torches were lighted, and consecrated to
commemorate the passage of the daughter of Ceres
into the regions of death.* But still these rites
came originally from Bceotia, where Ceres and
Proserpine are said to have founded Thebes®; and
yet the latter is called the daughter of Ogyges®,

1 Ackerman’s Catalogue of Roman Coins, No. 1. The first plate
of the Asses has a head of Janus, and, on the reverse, a prow of a
ship. The Romans kept a feast, called, in their Rustic Kalendar,
Isidis Navigium, in the month of March. Precipua naviam tutela
fuit dea Isis. — Museum Florentinum, tom.i. p.121. On the
gems Serapis is sometimes joined with her, p. 128.; sometimes he
presides alone over the ship, which is engraved, as in Gemma, i.
tab. 58. of the same volume.

2 Moor’s Pantheon, p. 184. and 260.

3 Institutes of Menu, c.ix. p.307.

4 Sanctasque faces attollit Eleusis.— Claudian.

Votivam taciti quassamus lampada myste. —Stat. Sylo. 1. 4.

5 Eurip. Pheen. 694. Bryant remarks, that Thebes, Boutus,
and Beeotus are all names of the Ark. ii. 251.

6 Under the name of Ipafidixy. — Orph. Hymn. xxviii. 5. Arg.
31.
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who must therefore have reigned there before it
was founded, if the statement be understood histori-
cally. They as well as Bacchus were worshipped
there, not because they founded it, but because
they shared in the import of the cow’s horns, which
influenced Cadmus in choosing that site for his new
city.

On the borders of the Lake Copais, there wasan
Eleusis, which its advancing waters overwhelmed.!
The more celebrated Eleusis escaped the danger
of thus verifying the catastrophe of the deluge,
and at the same time obtained a very emblematic
situation, by being built on a hill near the sea, at
the western extremity of a semicircular ? range of
mountains. Situations presenting to’ the eye a
similar arc of a circle, whether the position hap-
pened to be vertical, or horizontal, were apt to be
selected by the Arkites for their rites. Thus, for
instance, above the Ilissus, an Athenian river, into
which an Eridanus flows, a double range of hill
with an uniform altitude (if I understand Pausanias
aright) extends in the form of a crescent down to
the banks of the river.? In order to appreciate the
claim of Athens to be considered a seat of the

1 Pausan. ix. 24. Strabo, i.591.

2 Chateaubriand calls it circular ; but since the inclosed plain is
washed by the sea on the south, the chord of the Arc, the form must
be a semicircle.

3 YAvaley dpo¢ Sxip 18y Eihiaaoy dpxspevor dx pnporsdols kabixes wod
morapsd xpds Tiy Sx0ay 6305 Te xal dimhely. — Altica, p.46. Eilissus
is probably derived from El Ess, or Isis, the Lord of the Ship.
On Mount Hymettus, which is a solitary mountain, a grotto of the
Nymphs, and Pan, and Apollo, has basins scooped in the rock, from
which the sacred libations are made, and a well in the cave's recess :
near it is the village of Bari, — Wordsworth's Athens and Attica,

p- 192. . , .
VOL. II. F
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Arkites, it may be worth while to notice the ac-
count given by Professor Boeckh of the introduc-
tion of the Attic Dionysia. *They were intro-
duced,” he says, ‘“by Pegasus from Eleuthere,
which was celebrated as an ancient seat of the
worship of Bacchus.! Its hero, Eleuther (perhaps
Bacchus Liber himself, though he is called the son
of Apollo,) was said to have erected the first statue
to the god, and to have taught the right observance
of his worship.? This Pegasus the Eleutherian
brought with him to Athens; and the ancient image
of the god, which was carried every year in pro-
cession from his temple to a chapel in the Academy,
had once stood in the temple at Eleuthere.® It
was not without opposition, that Pegasus succeeded
in establishing the rites of the god at Athens; .
but an oracle reminded the Athenians of the earlier
presence of the god in their land, in the time of
Icarius.* The Phallagogia was a characteristic
ceremony of this festival.”® Such are the state-
ments of those who can see nothing in ancient
history but matters of fact, and political revolutions.
But there are some incidental admissions in the
same article, which throw a different light upon
the subject, and enable us to trace that religious
revolution, which first substituted image worship
and Phallagogia for the primaval rites of their
ancestors. 1. It is admitted, that from times so
ancient as to lie beyond the investigation of the
1 Schol. on Aristoph. Acharn. ii. 242.
2 Hygin. Fab. p. 225. Schol. Hesiod. Theog. p. 54.

3 Pausan. i. 29. 2. 4 1bid. i. 2. 4.
5 Boeckh. on the Attic Dionysia, — Philol. Mus. No. v. p. 301.
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most learned Athenians, the worship of Bacchus
existed at Icaria on Mount Icarius, so called
from the person who introduced the knowledge of
wine among men, and was afterwards changed into
the sign Bootes, his mother into Virgo, and his
dog into Canicula.! No one, who has weighed the
preceding evidence, can doubt to what story these
fables are to be referred. 2dly, both the Diony-
sian festivals were celebrated in the same sanctuary
of Bacchus, the Lengeon, in the Marsh. So too
at Sparta the temple of Bacchus stood in the sub-
urb called the Marsh.? The reason given for such
a choice, that they might have water to mix with
their wine, is absurd. From that motive the
neighbourhood of a pure stream might have been
selected by sober men; but who would wish to
drink the muddy stagnant water of a marsh? 3dly,
the name of Pegasus is derived from the mountain
springs, which this religion hallowed. It was the
name of the winged horse, said to have been born
at the fountains of the Ocean ®; and Pliny was de-
luded into a belief, that such horses existed, and
they were armed with horns.* In Greek Hippus
was the name of a fish, as well as a horse®; but it

1 Mcera, the dog of Icarius, may be derived from 93’3, Spelunca.

(Hyginus, lib. i. fab. 130.) Icarius may be derived from the
Hebrew Cur, 2ps manavit; in Hiphil Hikera, ainlvly? scaturire

fecit ; or from the Arabic Car, circulus ; or from the Celtic Caer ; or
from the Punic M) N, I Caur, the Island of the Fish (God) ; for
there were islands of this name in almost every ses, in the Zgean,
the Persian, the Erythrean, and the North sea.

2 Ty 700 Asoviaov lepdy &y Muvaig 89" Sypot Bebnxds dsdyyave. —
Strabo, viii. 250.

3 Hesiod. in Theog. 4 Plin. lib. viii. c. 21.

5 Atheneus, lib. vii. .

F 2
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was more probably in the sense of a Ship, that it
was produced by Neptune at Athens, as an instance
of his power. The poorer sort of merchants at
Gades had small barks, which they called horses.
To say that they were so called, because they had
always at their prow the figure of a horse !, is only
to explain one difficulty by another. No account
indeed can be given or asked for the caprices of
individuals ; but why should all these poor people
agree to encumber their little barks with so inap-
propriate and inconvenient an ornament, unless
they were influenced by some popular supersti-
tion? But this subject has already received other
elucidation. Lastly, the god is described as a de-
liverer, Liber, Lysius, Eleutherius; for it is not at
all probable, that this title should have been ob-
tained from so obscure a place as Eleutherz, a place,
the very site of which was only marked by a few
ruins in the time of Pausanias?; and therefore its
whole existence as a place of any importance, ex-
cept that which it derived from the person there
worshipped, may be founded on mistake. Hence
then I collect, that tradition had preserved the
account of some one, a priest probably of the
Deliverer, the Patriarch, expelled perhaps from a
temple near the Pegasean springs on account of his
idolatrous innovations upon the ancient rites of his
ancestors, which were celebrated either on moun-
tains, or in marshes, in commemoration of the de-
luge ; who introduced image worship and the

1 Hist. of Geography, Lardner’s Cab. Cyc. p. 76.
2 Pausan. i. 38. 9.
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Phallus !, the latter a corrupt representation of the
mountain-peak, combined with a notion of the
contemporary reproduction of mankind, and the
other the image of the Patriarch. He may have
had coadjutors at Delphi, or only pretended it;
and a more ancient tradition of a visit from the
deity himself, personated perhaps by one of his
priests, and readily believed by a people, to whom
the doctrine of a metempsychosis was familiar,
would be likely to incline them to receive his
image. At Delphi, indeed, which originally was
Arkite in an eminent degree, with its two-horned
hill, and oracular cave, and sacred springs, a great
inroad had been made upon the ancient rites by
the metaphysical reformers of a corrupted religion.
The progress of the change may be easily observed
by referring to those fragments of an original lan-
guage, which have been retained by some tribes,
whose affinity to the Arkite Greeks is demonstrated
by similarity of usages, monuments, and traditions.
The peaks of Parnassus were forced to transfer their
sanctity to Pan, the protector of the Delphians,
who was afterwards called Priapus, and to Phanes,
who was afterwards called Apollo by the worship-
pers of fire; for in the old Germanic dialects,
Pan and Phan signified a height, a Lord or God ;
and in the mountainous districts of Yorkshire, fires
lighted on the heights are still called Banfires.?

1 Tt is a just observation of Levesque in speaking of the Phallus,
or emblem of Orus (the mountain), that the Egyptians never attached
to this emblem the same ideas which the Greeks connected with the
god of gardens. It raised none but pure and religious ideas. —
Etudes de I Histoire Ancienne, 1.ii. p. 49.

2 Banfires, Benfires, or Bonefires (hence bonfires). Dr. Willan’s

F 3
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We may now perceive the reason of all that con-
fusion of terms and ideas which frequently occurs
in the Greek Plays, when they allude to the rites
of their religion. Even in the narrative we find
Euripides jumbling together the antecedent rites
with those which succeeded them; for Zuthus
goes to Delphi, to the place where the Bacchian
fire springs upward, to pray to the generative gods,
and to moisten the double peak of Parnassus, the
rocks of Dionusus, with the blood of sacrifices.’
But the Phcenician Chorus speaks out more
plainly, which is quite in character. They ad-
dress themselves to the double.headed light of
fire with which the rock of Parnassus shone upon
the Bacchian heights of Dionusus, and to Oina,
which, being an Assyrian river, can only be intro-
duced emblematically, and the caves of the Dragon,
and the lofty peaks of the gods, and the snowy
sacred mount, and the circular dance, and the cen-
tral cells of Pheebus.” Nothing can be more truly

list of words used in that district. Bann, says Wachter, multas
habet formas, et multos significatus in antiquissimis dialectis : seris
bitur etiam Ben, Byn, Fan, Fann, Pan, Pen, Pin, Pfin. Significat,
1. Altum et excelsum ; 2. Summitatem ; 3. Dominum. (Glossar.
German.) Fan Deus Celt. — Keysler.

1 "Evfa zip wnd¢ Oeod

Baxyiov, &g cpayaias Awvigov n"rpag

Atboee digaas. Eurip. Ion. 1144,
Bloag 8 yevbrass hos. Ibid. 1149.
2 *1a Mpmovoa zétpa wupls

Aixépugey céra, indp drpwy
Baxyeloy Asovicov

Oiva 6, & xalfapbpioy ordfes
Tiv moAdkapmoy

Olvevbas leiza Pirpuy

Zdbea 7° dyrpa Ypdxorrog,
Obpual e oxomial Jedy



ACCOUNT OF THE DIONYSIA. 71

Arkite than this accumulation of sacred objects,
and mysterious allusions. The whole of the play,
indeed, is founded on a custom which affords ad-
ditional evidence to the same purpose ; a custom
of exposing infants in a circular chest or Ark'’,
with golden serpents round their necks — a custom
which they had received from their ancestors in
conformity to the law of the earth-born Erich-
thonius 2, who, it will be recollected, was half
serpent-formed himself. It hasbeen already abun-
dantly shown, that the serpent was a type of the
deluge, and therefore, in the Dionysia, the votaries

NupbBoror 7" Gpog iepdv

‘EAMlcowy dbavdrag Jsob

Xopds ysvolpay dpobog

Maps pecéupara yiaka Bolbov,

Alpxay mpodmeboa. Eurip. Phenisse, 237.

In the tenth line, Musgrave suggests YaAduag as a correction for
dbaydras ; and it would greatly improve the sense ; for the Scholiast
upon Nicander says, that YdAzuas are certain subterranean sacred
places, which Lycophron calls dvrpa Kepdov Seod, v.208. Alewi-
pharm, v. viii. If the conjecture is admissible, that Io is the
moon-shaped hill, this is an additional evidence. Oina is here, like
the Eridanus, and the Nile, and the Ganges, the representative of
the mighty waters; and to Oina may be traced the name of the
Inn which descends from the Alps. Aristotle mentions an Oina-
rea, atown in Etruria, which had in its centre a tumulus (2ego),
thirty stadia in height and abounding in water. It was governed by
freedmen, which Aristotle erroneously supposes to mean servants ;
they were called so in commemoration of the freedom, which their
ancestors obtained from the confinement of the Ark. — De Mirandis
Auscult. i. 707.

1 Kofhng by dyvrlanyos sbtpixe xinhp

Ipoybvay vépor aalovaa ol T8 yyywed;
*Epsxfoviov. Ion. v. 20.

2 Erichthonius and Erechtheus are really the same, as many writers
agree ; both titles of Neptune. — Philolog. Mus. p.360. Now
*Epexfsd oaaidsy v *Adjvass. — Hesych.

F 4
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encircled themselves with snakes'; and Apollo
is said to have slain the serpent Pytho, the off-
spring of Deucalion’s deluge, when his rites super-
seded those of the Arkites in that Delphic cell,
from which the Pythian priestess took her name ?;
for God, as the cause of the deluge, being con-
founded with the deified Patriarch, who survived
it, the symbol of the destroying waters was used in-
terchangably with the symbol of the victorious
master of the ark; and hence arose the saying of
the poet,.cited by Clemens ?, which has been already
explained, that the bull was the father of the
dragon, and the dragon of the bull. Accordingly,
Euripides calls the ocean bull-headed *; a notion
which might seem to have been suggested by an
Indian drawing, which represents a head with
horns floating in solitude on the boundless ocean,
& & It is, however, called the head of Hayagriva,
the giant, but with great inconsistency; for the
legend only relates the ripping open of his belly to
recover the Vedas which he had swallowed. It is
obviously the Ark, from the cavity of which the
Patriarch issued forth with the doctrines of true
religion; and as, on the one hand, Neptune is

1 Pars sese tortis serpentibus incingebant.
Catullus in Argenaut.
2 Ubi Delphica Pytho? — T'ibullus, ii. 3.
3 Taipos
Maryp Bpdxorrogy xal marip Taipov Spdxwy
*Ev 3pes 78 kplpiov Pourdog 76 kivrpor.
Clem. Alex. Cohort. 14.
Bouxérog should probably be BoukoroS: the mysterious goad of the
priest was in the mountain.
4 Eurip. Orest. 1384,
5 Maurice’s Indian Antiquities, ii. 273. the plate of the Matse
Avatar, :
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called a bull’, and a bull was his minister of ven-
geance?, so on the other, Dionusus is invoked by
the Bacchanals, not only as a bull, but as a many-
headed dragon too.? One of the fragments of
poetry attributed to Orpheus gives an etymology
of his name, which, like most attempts by Grecian
writers to explain obscurities, makes the antiquarian
inquirer smile at their vanity ; but which, never-
theless, shows what sort of mystic character was
usually assigned to him : it tells us, that he whom
men now call Phanes, and Eubouleus, and An-
taughe, and who first issued forth into light (from
the darkness of the Ark), obtains his name of
Dionusus, because he winds himself round the
lofty Olympus.* It is not difficult to account for
his being denominated Eubouleus, the sage coun-
sellor, who was contemporary with Ceres, and to
whose mystic sows there is an obscure allusion in
Clemens, which coincides very well with the ex-
planation which has been given of the Hyads, the
gushing waters which were swallowed up in the
chasm that received the retiring deluge ®; but the

! Hesiod's Shield of Hercules, p.105.
2 Eurip. Hippolytus, 1228.

" 3 Eurip. Bacche, 1017. In the mysteries of the Sabazii a ser-
pent was drawn over the body of the initiated. ZaBalfov xvarnpley
avuBoroy Tois pvovpdvois, § Yid xirmov ebst dpdxwy B¢ dori odTog, dieh-
sbpsvog 10T xéAmov Tdy Tehovuévay. — Clem. Alex. Cohort. p.14.

4 “Oy 34 »0y kaMovas Pamrd Ta kal Asiyugoy
EdbovAiia T dvaxta kai *Avradyyy dpidyhoy
Tpdrog 8 ds pdog GA0e, Asdyvaog B dmexhify,
Obvexa diveias xat' dmelpova waxpsy "OAvpmor.
From Macrob. Satur. i. 18.

5Ty axlopa 745 yisy xal vé¢ 35, Td¢ ES€ovéwg Ta avyxaTanddiloas
valy Yealv. (Clem. Alex, Cohort. p. 14.) Vide Hush.
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remaining title may require further explanation.
In the Eleusinian mysteries, the following declara-
tions were required from those who were initiated :
I have eaten from the Tympanum ; I have drunk
from the Cymbalum ; I have borne the Cernum; I
bave crept into the secret cell.”! Of the latter
ceremony I shall have more to say when the
Cromlech comes under consideration. The other
terms are extremely obscure ; but it may be conjec-
tured that the two first —the skin-covered circle,
and the boat-shaped vessel %, though afterwards ap-
propriated to musical purposes, were originally
Arkite symbols ; for one of their mysterious cere-
monies was the lying under a tight-stretched ox’s
hide. But the Cernum was a mystic cup, or vase,
in which lamps were placed.®* The reflection, there-
fore, of this light from the mountain cell was
called Antauge; and the name was applied to the
divinity of the place : it is therefore as much an
Arkite title as all the rest. The invention of the
mysteries is, indeed, ascribed to Noah himself, to
his children, and grand-children, by a writer whose
work cannot be quoted as history, or as evi-
dence, for it is a forgery, but still it shows the
opinion of a scholar well versed in ancient records,
as to the matter of fact on which this fabrication is
founded. His name was Fortia. He was one of the
authors of that learned work ¢ I1’Art de Vérifier

1 "Ex rupmalyov ipayov, dx kvpbddev imiov, dxeprogépnoa, dxd Tiv
zaariv dxédvoy.  Ibid.

2 KdéuBahoy, from xvuby, Cymba.

3 *Ep’ dv Myyevs mibéaaw. — Scholiast. on Nicander. Td xépva

ferebant, que interpretantur doxapidag, hoc est, foculos ; quia x‘pro;.
erat poculi quoque genus. — Scaliger, Poetic. lib.i. c. 18.

\
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les Dates :” though it may be thought that he was
better skilled in the art of falsifying them ; for he
wrote memoirs for forming an ancient history of
the earth !, in which it was his object to demon-
strate, that the deluges of Yao in China, of Noah,
of Ogyges, and of the Atlantis, were all one and
the same: and so far he was right; but then, to
confirm his views, he produced a pretended trans-
lation into French, of the sixth book of a history, by
the Cyrenian or Cyrenzan Eumelus, containing
Excerpta from the Libyan history of Aristippus,
the Cyrenzan mentioned by Diogenes Laertius;
and thus he makes the learned Cyrenean dis-
course: ‘ Ogyges, which, in Pheenician, signifies a
Preserver, was the last king of Atlantis, which,
during his reign, was overwhelmed by a deluge:
he himself, and his sons, Cressus, Cadmus, Pe-
lasgus, and Janus, escaped with much difficulty.
In their wanderings over the ocean, Cressus settled
in Crete,and there founded the Paternal Mysteries :
Cadmus founded Thebes with its Ogygian gate ; his
son Eleusis instituted the Eleusinian mysteries. Pe-
lasgus settled in Arcadia, and caused it to be cele-
brated for the mysteries of Pan; Janus succeeded
Saturn in Italy, and was named Janus Saturnus, and
‘he also was the founder of mysteries : lastly, Ogyges
occupied Pheenicia, and established the same mys.
teries as Atlas did in Libya; Ogyges was after-
wards called Noa.”? According to this view of

1 Mémoires pour servir al'histoire ancienne du globe terrestre.
Par. 1805 to 1809.
2 From Aug. Boeckhius’s Prolusio Academica de Titulis, &c. -
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the matter, all the mysteries were instituted by'No:i
and the Noachide; and though it is not history,
but rather an historical romance, and imagination
has carved out the facts at her own pleasure, yet
there must have been a considerable verisimilitude
in the judgment of the author as to the main in-
ferences, or it would not have been worth his
while to frame such a fiction : he must have
~ thought that they had all an Arkite origin.

How long the real import of the Arkite symbols
continued to be taught in the mysteries, it is im-
possible to conjecture; for when certain forms
have become consecrated by long usage, they are
often retained long after they have ceased to pre-
serve any proper significance; of which we have
an instance in the Mahommedan crescent : for the
Mussulmans cannot be accused of adoring the
moon, or the Ark, or the Mountain; and yet to
one or other of these superstitions its origin must
be referred.’ But where considerable ingenuity
has been exercised to produce the same form from
very untractable materials, it may be suspected
that some deeper feeling was at work than bare
attachment to a custom ; and therefore, when we
see it produced on a piece of sculpture brought
from the ruins of Babylon? by the device of two
bulls, with their hind legs lifted high into the air,

" 1 A remnant of ancient superstitions is still to be observed in
Egypt, which seems to determine this point : above the dome of the
Mosque of the Imam Esh Shafiee is fixed a metal boat, in which
there used to be placed five bushels of wheat, and a camel-load of
water ; and as it turned, it betokened various events, good and evil.
It is the ancient Bari. — Lane's Modern Egyptians, ii. 26.

2 Keppel's Travels, i. 186. . .
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by a man standing behind each, who with his
sword prolongs the curve by forcing one of the legs
almost into a line with the body, while their heads
almost touch in a horizontal position, it is impossi-
ble not to conclude, that it was the invention of a
sect, whose religious rites differed very materially
from: those of the Chaldaans, among whom some
reserve in the exhibition of the opposite symbols
might be dictated by prudence. There may also
be a covert allusion in the hieroglyphic itself to the
persecution, which they suffered, and which, in
India, is thus related by tradition.! The Bhéts
(who in Italy were Vates), formed a sacred order
created by Mahadeo to guard his sacred bull ; and
it was their function to sing the praises of the gods
and heroes; but his bulls were eaten by a lion of
the god almost every day; that is, they were
timid, and shrunk from the support of those rites,
to which the bull belonged. So Siva discharged
the Bhits, and formed the Charuns, who were more
courageous : and this explains why in Egypt the
Arkite ferryman was denominated Charon. He
belonged to that order of priests. Even in Baby-
lon, however, there must have been some of this
courageous order ; for on another relic of antiquity
from that place, the design is plainly and unequi-
vocally Arkite? Two persons are seated, a male
and a female, with an altar between them shaped

thus % ; with a fish over it, and a star over the
fish to mark its divinity. Near the star on one

1 Heber's Letters, ii. 454.
. 2 An agate cylinder presented by Captain Keppel to the British
Museum.
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side is another crescent, or rather Bari, 2.
Keppel says that each holds a small fish ; in the
latter instance, if it must be a fish, it can be no
other than the whale in Hamlet ; a cloud ready to
take any shape which may suit the fancy of the
observer ; for it has the shape of a boat, —.
The first figure he supposes to be a priest; the
other, “a princess offering sacrifice to the large
fish on the altar, probably the earliest form of the
idol Dagon.! This idol has been thought to have
been an emblem of Noah.” In the latter instance,
therefore, the crescent must be the two-horned
mountain, on which the Ark rested. A passage in
Tasso shows how naturally such a description may
be applied to the outline of a mountain, and at the
same time how easily both the sun and moon may
be indebted to the mountain for their sacred cha-
racter. He speaks of two mountains in Persia ;
one of which takes its name from the sun, on ac-
count of its lustre, when his rays fall upon it ; and
the other from the moon, because itis entirely
shaped after her beautiful form, and with her
horns.? The Cernon of the Mysteries was perhaps
something in the shape of the Babylonian altar
above mentioned ; a conical, or pyramidical pedes-
tal supporting a scyphus, which contained the
divinity, whether of fire or of water. For portable

U Travels, i. 186.

Ma segue un altra poi della sorella
11 corso vago, e di sue belle forme
Par che tutta s'informe
E di sue corne ; e quindi ancor ¢’appella.
Canzone I11. iii. 107.
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pyramids were certainly carried in the baskets of
Bacchus ! and Ceres ; and Cerne was a name given
to islands, both in the East and West? because
they were deemed the truest representatives of the
diluvian mountain, when it first reared its head
above the waters of the retiring deluge. The word
itself is not a native of Greece: its etymology
must be sought for at a distance; and none is more
probable than the Hebrew Keren, which signifies
either a hill or a horn, because each horn of the
crescent was a hill or mountain peak. Thus in the
fifth chapter of Isaiah® the words translated, «“ A
fruitful hill,” are literally a horn, the son of fruit-
fulness. It is on this account, that a mysterious and
almost sacred character has descended upon horns
even in times not very remote ; and many instances
might be cited of lands being held by the tenure
of a horn.* Some of these are of great antiquity ;
and their mythological character is indicated by the
lunular form, which they generally preserve. The
tip of that belonging to Corpus Christi College, in
Cambridge, viewed in an upright position, is a type
of the Indian Ararat. Half-way up, it is surround-
ed by an embattled circle, above which are the
heads of the Trimurti; which the early Christians
misunderstanding, transferred to their own Triune
God. But they are crowned, and the crown is
like the Lotus, from the centre of which rises the

1 Montfaugon, xii. 195.

2 Cornwall was called by the ancient Britons, Kernaw, which is
evidently the same as Cerne. It is full of Arkite monuments.

el 13 1ps Vol i 4 Archeologis, iii. 19.
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peak of Meru.! So too in Egypt Orus, . e. the
mountain, is often represented in a flower of the
Lotus. There is one instance ?, at least, in which
the same name has been applied to the points of
hills by the Greeks; for near Megara®, two detached
rocks, which crown the summit of the modern
Mount Pyrgo, were formerly named Kerata, or the
horns : and in fact, every summit was called Caren,
1. e. Cairn.* Since, therefore, these mountain-horns
were the favourite haunts of Bacchus?®, as well as
Pan, it is no wonder that they often decorate his
figure.

Much more evidence might be adduced upon
this subject to illustrate the character of Dionusus®;
but enough has been already alleged to explain a
description of him in the Orphic Hymns, which
would otherwise be nearly unintelligible.” He is
there entitled the bull-horned, the mysterious
offspring of Jupiter, partaker of a threefold state,

! The Brahmanda Purana states that from the navel of Vishnu
sprung the worldly Lotus, abounding with trees and plants: in the
middle like the germ is Meru, which is called a great mountain of
various colours, the greatest of all mountains, — Moor's Hindu
Panth. p. 269.

2 Etudes de I'Histoire Ancienne par Levesque, ii. 57.

3 There was a tradition at Megara, that Megarus saved himself
on Mount Geranim. — Abbé Banier, iii. 49.

4 Kdpyvoy, vertex, summitas. — Scap. Lex.

5 ‘O Bakyeios Veds valuy &x* drpay pessy. — Sophoc. Adip. Colon.
1125.

6 Quin ille (i. e. Noe) sit vetustissimus Liber minime dubium
videtur. ( Vossius de Idololat. P 198.) 1dem Noachus pro Baccho
ob vitis sationem habitus et pari vocum flexu (alluding to the change

of Noachus into Eunouchus) efdy 'laxydy orgia celebrantes solenniter
inclamabant. — Theophilus ad Autolycum, lib. iii. p. 389.
7 Taupoxe;wg —_ -rp@vl; xpug:m Auds £, £pyog
l'lpw-wyon;— Jedy mdTep 702 xal th — xvpipeyyls — Sipndrap
Obpeaipoita Epus. Orph, Hymn. 51.
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that is, 1. before the flood ; 2. in the Ark, during its
continuance ; and 3. in the postdiluvian world ; the
first-born, the father and the son of gods, glowing
with fire, twice born, the haunter of mountains,
Eros, the god of love. On this last point, however,
it may be further observed, that the Hindoos have
a dirge commemorative of the death of the Indian
Cupid, — Eros, the Meni, previously to his en-
closure in an ark, and being set afloat on the
ocean.! They fell, indeed, into the Egyptian error,
of making death precede his entombment in the
Ark, which was therefore converted into a coffin;
a deviation from truth, which arose naturally enough
from the practice of resorting for interment to those
cairns, or other monuments, which combined in
themselves the sanctuary and the sacred Mount.
Enough, too, has been alleged to show, that the
Pythian priestess in Aschylus, although she may
seem to throw off her allegiance to the sun, is in
fact only reverting to the original religio loci, when
she enumerates as the special objects of her wor-
ship, the nymphs of the Corycian cave, the asylum
of the deified men, and Bacchus, who presided
1 As. Res, iii. 137. In a fragment attributed by Plutarch to Euri-

pides, and by Stobeus to Sophocles, the same deity is said to be called
Venus and Bacchus, besides other things equally dissimilar in the
popular sense, but equally explicable by referring to first principles.

08 Kizpig pévyy,

AN ToTi moAAGY dvopdrey mdyupas,

“Eoriv wdy “Adyg, fori ¥ dpbiros Pla,

“Eorv 3 Avoccapawd; (which may be derived from

Avaiog Mawg).
Heraclitus was of opinion, that Pluto and Dionusus were the

same ; and Plutarch says, that his name in Egypt was Serapis,

which is the same as Osiris, or, as some explain it, the Soros of Apis
the Bull. — De I3, et Osir. Op. Phor. iv. 483.

VOL. II. G
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over the place, and the neighbouring fountains, and
the god of the ocean': for the Corycian cave con-
tained a river, and it was in a mountain near the
sea, and we are assured that it was considered
truly sacred, and deemed a fit habitation for the
gods.?

1 Zéw 82 vippas &0a Kepuxis wétpa
KolAn pihoprig, Saupdvary dvaatpopy,
Bpdpos 8 Exes Tov xdpoy
TAelorov T wyyds xai Moceddvos kpdrog
Kaiotoa. LAEschyl. Eumenides.

Bromius, like Dionusus, comes from India, which coincides with
the story ofhis conquests there ; it is derived fromBramha, or Brumha
and so is Bacchus from Baghavat, the preserving power. — As. Res.
iii. 118.

2 Totus autem augustus et vere sacer, habitarique a diis et dignus
et creditur. — Pomponius Mela de Situ Orbis, c.18. Hschylus
makes a distinction, which is not here observed : it was the abode,
not of the gods, but of demons, or deified men.
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CHAP. XVIL

WHY APOLLO IS CALLED GRYNIAN TiTAN.—GERYON: HIS
SHIP - TEMPLE. — OTHERS AT TIRYNS, — GERASTE. —
PH@EACIA. — TREASURY OF ATREUS. — NEW GRANGE. —
BATTLE BETWEEN HERCULES AND ALCYONEUS.—MITHRAS
AND HIS CAVES. — STORIES OF PROMETHEUS AND MINOS.
— LEGENDS OF THE TITANS EXPLAINED. — HOW THE
SUN AND MOON WERE SO CALLED.— FIRE AND WATER
EQUALLY EMBLEMS OF PURIFICATION AND OF DESTRUC-
TION.

It now only remains to show, that the same ex-
planation, which serves to account for the names
of Pan and Bacchus being applied to Apollo, will
be of equal use in elucidating the origin of his other
title, the Grynian Titan. Virgil calls him Grynsean
too'; and therefore in that obscure passage of
Lycophron, where it is a question whefher he wrote
Grenos or Grynos, the latter is most probable :
the poet alludes to an ancient strife and victory
of the fireworshippers.? Now certainly the first of
these terms will admit of a very consistent inter-
pretation : for Geranos was the name of a circular
dance already noticed, similar to that which for a
long time continued to be used in the Celtic islands
of the West. A recent authoress® has described

1 Eclog. vi. 72.

2 Tpnyds, or ypusds dpxalav fpv.— Lyc. Cassand. 1362. dpxalay
may also mean Arkite; for Arca is certainly derived from dpxy ;
and so is Apxag.

3 Miss Beaufort’s Essay on the Round Towers of Ireland, p. 8.

G 2
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the ceremony, which she herself witnessed. When
the cattle were driven through the blazing fire, the
young people followed, and each seizing a lighted
brand, they formed a sort of irregular winding
dance, waving the flaming torches over their heads,
and shouting in a sort of rude chorus. In the same
way, no doubt, the young women of Delos danced
round the altar of their god after the annual sacri-
fice: for every year, a ship was sent for that pur-
pose to the sacred island ; and on her return she
was greeted with loud acclamations, and during her
voyage no one was allowed to be put to death;
for it was a rite commemorative of preservation
and deliverance.' Several circumstances mentioned
by Virgil lead to the same conclusion. The first
sacrifice offered by Eneas there was a bull to
Neptune.? It was his favourite sanctuary ; and an
oracle issued from a subterranean cell, which must
have been constructed in the bosom of the moun-
tain, for Cynthus trembled all around.* The
island had been once in motion, which is another
instance of the confusion which arises from blend-
ing together in one object the symbols of the Ark
and the mountain®, on which it rested. The
sanctuary, which gave its whole value to the island,

1 80 much is acknowledged by the idle tale about the Minotaur,

which only proves, that the cause was not historical, but purely mys-
tic; and the real import of the fable has been already shown.

2 Sacra mari colitur medio gratissima tellus
Nereidum matri et Neptuno Zgeo. — Eneid, iii. 73.
3 Totusque moveri '

Mons circum et mugire adytis cortina reclusis. Ibid. 91.

4 80 also the ship was called Theoris, which is et Gpo;, the
mountain of God.
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was the symbol of the floating ark, which became
fixed, when the person, afterwards worshipped as
Apollo, was born by issuing from its womb. But
the moon was born there first ; which indicates the
state of transition from Arkite to Solar rites; and
Apollo’s first exploit was the conquest of the dilu-
vian Python, which was undoubtedly a struggle for
divine honours, notwithstanding the pains which
Plutarch takes to contradict the injurious report.'
Hoffman observes that it appears to be double, or,
in other words, to have two horns, one of which
was called the island Rhenia? and by the natives
Fermene: now Mene is obviously the Moon, and
Fer may be derived from Baris, like the islands
Pharos and Pharis.® Lastly, Delos was in the centre
of the Cyclades®, or circular islands, and conse-
quently an exact image of Meru in the Ilavratta of
the Hindoos. But although these considerations
show that the Geranos, or circular dance, may
have had some share in the ancient strife, to which
the poet alludes, yet the passage in Plutarch points
out the true reading; for it appears that the theo-
logians of Delphi made no scruple of declaring,
that the strife was in fact about the oracle, which,
being a source of profit to the priests, was the bone
of contention between the rival sects. In Greek
Gruon®, or Geruon® signifies something which

! Tepi 700 ypnarnplov pdyny ysvécfas.~—Plut. de Defect. Orac. c.15.

2 Rhyn in Celtic is a hill. — Liuyd’s Archeol. Brittan. ; and so
the Rhenus, or Rhine, is spelt in the Dutch language.

3 Theophrastus, lib.iv. c. 4.

4 Cycladum media. — Pliny, iv. 12.

5 Tpurog from [pvey, like xvves from xvws.

S Tnpieiv, paweiv, Adyuv, Hesych. : the Dorians use apisi.

G 3
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pronounces, or speaks, and consequently it might
very well be applied to an oracle; hence Grynium
was celebrated for its oracle.! It is obviously de-
rived from the Hebrew Garon, the throat or mouth
and this is the true key to the fable of Geryon.
That he had no historical existence has been already
shown, and may well be inferred from the contra-
dictory statements of those who have handed down
to us the traditions concerning him. We have seen
that, according to Hecateus?, he was king of Am-
bracia in Epirus, where the cattle were famous for
their magnitude, and consequently were worth
driving away. But Palephatus is quite sure that
* he lived at Tricarenia in the Euxine Sea, and that
the notion of his having three heads arose from the
name of the place. But the most common tradi-
tion fixed him at Erytheia, near the straits of
Gibraltar ; and thither Hercules went on purpose
to fetch away the cattle: but as Bochart very per-
tinently observes, if this were true, and if it was
really famous for its breed of cattle, that circum-
stance would not have been omitted by Strabo,
who dwells much upon its merits as a sheep pasture.
The truth is, that, as the name of a man, it was
altogether fictitious : it was the name of an oracle,
which might have one establishment at the trident-
shaped sanctuary in the Euxine, another on the
Ambraciot mountains, and a third at Erytheia,
which was therefore called Gerontis Arx; whence,

1 Strabo, lib. xiii.
2 Thus in Psalm cxlix. 6. Let the praises of God be in their mouth.
The word is D ™ ;3

3 Arrian. Ambas lib. ii.
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says Festus Avienus, we have heard that Geryon
derived his name.! It was in the neighbourhood
of a Mons Cassius which reminds us of that in
Egypt and in Syria, and of Gaddir, where the
author saw nothing wonderful, except the rites of
Hercules? And what rites these were, may be
guessed from the tradition, that he was the author
of a deluge by opening a passage for the waters of
the Atlantic through the straits of Gibraltar.® The
rocks on either side of these straits, formerly called
Calpe and Abila“, both of which signify a high
mountain, in a secondary sense probably, derived
from the position of the first great ship, are usually
considered his pillars ; and so they were: for they
were sacred to him, and so were the Stele, if they
ever existed, whether of brass, or of more precious
metal, which he is said to have raised somewhere
in that neighbourhood as monuments of hisvoyage.®
It is highly probable that some such monuments
may have been erected, and dedicated to his wor-
ship, in memory of those two peaks, which were
the first token to the man of the Ark, that the work

1 Ora Maritima, p. 264.

2 Herculaneam solennitatem. Ibid. p. 274. He supposes Gaddir
to be distinct from Erytheia ; Apollodorus declares, that they were
the same, lib. ii., which confirms the view which I have taken of
them before. '

s Pomponius Mela, de Situ Orbis, 1. i. c. 5.

4 Maurusiorum est Abila; and Abilam vocant Gens Punicorum,
mons quod altus barbaro est, id est, Latino. — Festus Avienus.
Ora Maritima, p. 346.

Alp signifies in High Dutch a grassy place in the middle of a
high mountain. — Allgemeines Deutsches Conversations Lexicon.

% Apollodorus, lib. ii. onpeia i mopefag. Has columnas ex auro
et argento conflatas describit Philostratus, at Strabo solum ereas, —
Bochart, Geog. Sac. p.610. .
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of destruction was over, and that the waters were
retiring. A very singular statement of the purpose,
for which they were designed, has been given by
Philostratus.! Apollonius being asked what they
were, replied that they were the bond, which
unites the ocean and the earth ; and that they were
inscribed by Hercules in the house of the Moirae
or Fates, in order that there might be no future
contention of the elements, and that their amity
might never be disturbed. Here the memorial
of the double-horned mountain is substituted for
the bow ; but otherwise it is a very exact equivalent
to the declaration of God in Scripture — I will
establish my covenant with you, neither shall all
flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood,
neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy
the earth.? It is absurd therefore to suppose, that
his pillars were monuments of his voyage to Ery-
theia; for he was no pirate, or freebooter, but the
divinity of the place, and not only had a temple on
the north side of the straits, but also a sacred cave
on the other in a mountain, which was called Am-
pelousia® from the first vineyard planted on Mount
Ararat. But Euctemon the Athenian, it seems,
denied that they were rocks*: he considered them
to be islands, on which Hercules had temples and

1 T xai "Qxedvov Ed¥ecpa al arijhas elody. "Eypddare 3 airds
ixelvog iv pospdy oixy, dg wiTe veiros Toi; arogelois bybvarre, pite dripi-
cuay Ty PAiTYTE By aAMAwY Soxovay. — Philost. in Vita Apolion.

2 Gen. ix. 11.

3 Promontorium, quod Greci 'Auwerovaizy appellant ; in eo est
specus Herculi sacer.— Pomponius Mela de Situ Orbis, i. 5. Calpe
also had an extraordinary cave, see L ii. c. 6.; and perhaps the two

promontories were confounded.
4 R. F. Avien. Ora Maritima, 361.



’

GERYON. 89

altars; and Festus Avienus was of the same opinion
himself; for he describes Gadir as built over the
sea (perhaps as a ship-temple), and resting upon
two columns — the two islands Cotinusa, and Ery-
theia': and they were both so holy, that it was
not lawful for any one to dwell there.?

There was one circumstance, which, no doubt,
contributed much to the veneration with which
the Arkites regarded this spot: it contained a
spring, which sometimes ebbed and flowed with
the sea, and sometimes in the contrary order,
ebbing during the flow, and flowing during the
ebb?® —an irregularity which seemed to make it a
more fit type of the rise and fall of the diluvian
waters. This spring was in the temple of Her-
cules*; so that his priests completely succeeded in
establishing themselves there, after they had routed
the ancient supporters of the oracle, although they
could not eradicate the evidence of its original ap-
propriation ; the symbolical trident, which, doubt-
less, crowned its summit, gave occasion to the
local fable of Geryon’s three heads, and the dog
Orthrus, who guarded it. The offspring of the
serpent Echidna, and the semiserpent Typhon, was
of course the_defeated order of priests. Their con-

1 Gadir prima fretum solida supereminet arce,
Attollitque caput geminis inserta columnis.
Hec Cotinussa, &c. — Descript. Orbis Terre, 610.
Pomponius Mela places Gadir upon one, and the temple upon
the other.
2 Nefas putatum demorari in insulis. — R. F. Avien. Ora Mar.
361.
3 Plin. lib. ii. c. 97. .
4 In templo Herculis. — Bockart. Geog. Sac. p.611. Ita Poly-
bius apud Strabonem.
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nection with Typhon is another proof that they sym-
bolised with the Arkites of Egypt. The exiles under
the name of Geryon’s oxen, went first to Italy;
where, as we have seen, they arrived in time to save
Melicerta from the Bacchanals : perhaps, too, they
gave its name to Italy, by introducing the diluvian
bull into the sacred rites, at least Apollodorus assures
us that to a bull belonging to the sons of Neptune,
which the Tyrrhenes called Italus', that country
was indebted for its denomination. They then pro-
ceeded to Tiryns? a favourite residence of Hercules
before his priests apostatised ; and at the time when
Neptune, the protector of the bull and of Thebe,
or the Ark, held him in high esteem ®; and there
they found, in what is called the fortress, another
ship-temple. Bryant had no doubt that its plan
was taken from the long ship of Danaus; and the
opinion is confirmed by Sir William Gell ¢, who
testifies, from an examination of the ruins, that
they bear a strong resemblance to that figure. It
is true that he holds it to have been a fortress; but
his own description contradicts the conjecture:
~the wall is about twenty-five feet thick, and con-
sists of three parallel ranks of stones, five feet thick,
of which the middlemost separates two galleries.
Now, for what purpose could these galleries have
been designed®? In a military point of view, they
. 1 Tuppnvel ydp irarcy Tév Tabpoy ixdrscav. — Apoll. lib. ii.

2 Tepipiiry elv *Epubeip
“Huats 7§ §re xep Podg NAacey shpupeTdmovs
Tlpvy8 elg icpiy. Hesiod. Theog. 290.

3 Shield of Hercules attributed to Hesiod, p. 105.
4 ltinerary of Greece, p. 57.
5 Subterrancous passages similar to these galleries, and covered
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would have been useless ; for there are no loop-
holes or openings of any sort towards the plain :
they lead to nothing but a few recesses or niches ',
about five feet wide, which must have had the
same destination as the chambers of the daughters
of Preetus between Tiryns and the sea?; that is,
they were sacred cells, and accordingly Preetus is
said to have been the builder. It is placed upon a
small mount, not fifty feet above the level of the
plain, although there are some insulated hills in
the neighbourhood which presented much more
convenient means of defence. It had a cistern on
the top, corresponding tothe Druidical rock basins,
and within a few paces from the walls, a well ; but
surely, if it had been destined to any military pur-
pose, the well would not have been left on the
outside, where, in case of siege, it would have
been of no use. The pains taken in the construc-
tion of it were quite disproportionate to any advan-
tage to be derived from it in war; for it was not
large enough to hold many inhabitants, and yet it
is built of such enormous stones, that a yoke of
mules could' not draw the least of them — two
courses were sufficient to form the walls, and two
form the covering. It was reported to be the

in the same way by the projection of horizontal courses, are visible
in the hill of Phoroneus in Argos, which still preserves its original
sanctity ; for a chapel is built upon its summit,

! The niches are from 44 feet to 514 wide.

2 The daughters of Preetus fancied themselves cows, and filled
the air with imaginary lowings.

Preetides implerunt falsis mugitibus auras. — Virg. Eecl. vi. 48.

Thus they were ridiculed for introducing the mysterious horns

into their religious rites.
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work of the Cyclops '; but the Cyclops was a son
of the oceanic deity ?, whose ship-temples were in
the recesses of the Grecian land. But what were
these recesses? They were no less than the most
remarkable promontories of Greece, the sacred
cave of Tenarus, which was said to be the gate to
the regions of the dead, the hiding-places of Malea,
the safety giving rock of Sunium, and the asylum
of Geraste.? With respect to the ship-temple at
the latter place, Mr. Ledwich observes, that it was
dedicated to Artemis*, that is, the moon ; and he
compares both it and the ship-temple of Pheacias,
which was likewise formed of very many stones,
with a monument, which he considers to be of the
same description on the western coast of Mayo, in
Ireland:" it is seven feet high and fifteen long.
The walls are formed of well-jointed stones ; but,
like all the Cyclopian buildings, without cement,
and it is roofed with flagstones. It stands on an
isolated conical hill, and is called by the natives
the Giant’s Bed.® The Cyclops was a giant too.

! Near Nauplia, the seaport of Argos, there are caverns with
labyrinths in them, which are termed Cylcopian : it stands on a
peninsula. — Sir W. Gel’s Itinerary, p.92.

2 Nady f3pas— ty ‘EAados pvyois — Jeob wovrlov xai. Hesiod, how-

ever, makes him the brother of Ocean, and Saturn, and Arge. —

Theog. i. 140.
s “Lepds +° dbpavoros Tawdpov wives Ay,
Madéag 7 dipos kevBudves, § 75 Sovvlou
Alag ' Abdyas a8 ixdpyvpos mérpa
Tepalariof v¢ xarapryal. Eurip. Cyclops, 292.
4 Procop. Goth. Hist. Liv. c.22.
5 The Phemacian ship was a monument to Jupiter Casius, the
- deity which that people worshipped, and the city in which it stood
was called Kaaidm.
6 Archmologia, vii.273. Leabha na Fathack : he thinks
it is a ship with a round stern, after the most approved modern
fashion.
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The last particular that deserves notice in the
ship-temple of Tiryns, is the triangular stone
which had been placed over the architrave, above
the eastern portal, or rather the opening to which
Sir W. Gell supposed it to belong ; for he observed
similar triangular apertures over the entrances into
another sacred cell, which is absurdly enough de-
nominated the Treasury of Atreus'; for Plutarch
relates, in his Life of Philopcemen, that the Mes-
senians, having taken him prisoner, placed him in
a treasury, which was under ground and without
light ; but to prevent his escape, they were obliged
to close it with a large stone, for it had no door ;
and it seems, that not the smallest traces could be
discovered of holes for bolts, or sockets for hinges :
it could not, therefore, have been designed for
a treasury. The traveller conjectures that the
outer chamber (for there were two) may have
been both a temple and a tomb, which would be
in perfect accordance with the known appropriation
of pyramids and other commemorative cells; the
sacredness of the place being the precise motive
for using it as a depository of the dead. In many
tumuli bones have been found, which were evi-
dently introduced subsequent to their formation :
as, for instance, in those cases where they are
found not much below the surface, or in the sides

1 The outer cell is 47 feet in diameter and 50 high ; the inner
one is 27 by 20.— Itinerary of Greece, by Sir W. Geli, p. 30.
The Treasury of Atreus at Mycene is a tumulus of immehse size—
a cone covered with earth and turf. — Clarke’s Travels, vi. 492.
The Treasury of Mingas, like that of Atreus, has been surmounted
by a dome of a conical form. — Paus. Beot. c. 38. Clarke, vii. 213.
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of the mound: thus, in England, we have a
Druidical temple on a mound, which has once
been encircled by upright stones; and near it
there was a rocking-stone representing the Baris,
and calculated to- be of ten tons weight, where six
feet below the surface some stone chests were dis-
covered containing bones, which Mr. Rook sup-
poses to be the relics of the ancient Druids'; for
those only who officiated there would have the
right of interment in such sacred ground: hence,
it is plain, that the discovery of bones in tumuli is no
proof at all that they were merely sepulchral monu-
ments, and that the treasury of Atreus may have
been used for a tomb as well as for a temple ; but
its sacred character is indicated both by the mound
above it, which seems to have been formerly much
higher, and by the triangular stones which must
have occupied the openings; for even Gell ob-
serves that the triangular form may have had a
particular signification, and that it was certainly a
mysterious figure among the Egyptians?; and not
only among the Egyptians, but in Britain, too, we
are told, that a large rude monument, in a pyra-
midical form (for a pyramid is triangular on every
side) was certainly a symbol of the great, invisible,
and unknown God.* I cannot, therefore, quite
acquiesce in Vallancey’s interpretation of the
hieroglyphics in the cave at New Grange, near
Drogheda, in the county of Meath. Itis a cave
which much resembles the Treasury of Atreus,

1 Archeologia, x. 106. 2 Itinerary, p. 40.
3 Vallancey's Vindication of Ireland, iv. 481.
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not only in its name, Grange' being in modern
acceptation equivalent to Granary, but also in form,
for in both the vault is formed by the projection
of flat stones gradually closing it in, and both have
an outward area as well as an interior sanctuary.
But New Grange is more eloquent. On its walls
are inscribed two circles, one of which being much
larger than the other, they are supposed to be
the sun and moon. So far, then, at least the cave
was as much the property of the moon as of
the sun. Under these twelve triangles stand on a
curve, which is a portion of the circle, and Val-
lancey calls them the twelve signs of the zodiac;
but in that case they should form an entire circle.
It is more likely that they refer to the twelve
successive months of confinement, and that the
sun and moon are placed over them, in order to
show that they are measures of time. But what-
ever may be the reason of their number, the form
is that of pyramids. Bg¢neath them, again, seven
lozenges stand in the segment of another circle,
and next follow two figures, each composed of
seven concentric circles, representing the spheres of
purification. Vallancey would have been right
glad to find the planets in the circles, as well as
the lozenges; but he had the sagacity to perceive
that such an interpretation would have been
irreconcilable with physical facts; for if these
great astronomers held the popular opinion, that

! Vallancey derives it from Grein Uagh, the cave of Grein,
iv.211. by which he understands the Sun; but examination shows
that it is more likely to be the cave of Geryon, the Oracle. Grian
in the Celtic languages signified the bottom of the sea.
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the carth is the centre of the planetary system,
their astronomy would, at least, have taught them
that the orbits were not concentric; besides, it
would have been highly derogatory to the presiding
divinity of the place, to mix him up with the in-
ferior planets; and yet, without the sun, they could
not have counted seven spheres. If, on the other
hand, they were, like Pythagoras, Copernicans, and
knew the sun to be the centre, how is it that he,
the most important personage in the whole system,
is not represented at all? and why did they assign
to the moon a different orbit from the earth? A
different interpretation, therefore, was requisite;
and it is very likely that there may be an allusion
to some Eastern notions of gradual purification '
derived from the purification of the earth by
the waters of the deluge; for the Hindoos say ?
that the king of mountains, the central pillar,
Maha, Meru, or Mienmo, is encircled by seven
chains of hills, between, which are seven rivers
or seas, called Sida, so that there is no pos-
sibility of arriving at the abode of the gods, with-
out passing through these purifying waters. It
may further be observed that the lozenges are
like double pyramids, touching with their vertices
the arc of a very flattened and vast circle, so that
they may be taken for the mountains of the world,
submerged under the vast expanse of water that
surrounded all the globe. The cave itself bears
evidence that ablution was one of the ceremonies
practised there; for in the recesses on the right

! Vallancey’s Collectanea, vi. 451.
2 Upham’s Hist. of Budhism, p, 77. pl. 21.
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and left, it contained rock basins, three or four
feet in diameter, and three in depth'; and since
a stone pillar stood, like a small Meru, in the
centre of the area, and since the cave itself was
inscribed to He, or, as the Welsh write the same
word, Hu? there can be no doubt of its Arkite
origin; for this name of the Deity was used not
only by the Celtic, but by the Egyptian Arkites
too. Those who entered the temple of Serapis
were obliged to carry on them the name of Tha-ho,
or Tha-hou?®: the first syllable is, probably, the
Coptic article, by substituting Th for Ph*; for the
last alone has been retained by the Arabs, and is
still used by the Turks. Bachstrohm speaks of
the Mahometans, that is, the Dervishes, singing
with loud cries and violent gesticulations, the single
word Hu ® ; and there is much plausibility in Sir W.
Drummond’s opinion, that similar sounds, which
are of frequent occurrence in the prayers and cries

1 Miss Beaufort’s Essay, p. 85.

2 Beauford’s Druidism revived. — Collectanea de R. H. ii. 207.
The author adds, that it was sacred also to the Great Mother, to
Ceres, Isis, and the Ark.

3 A city in the Nome of Hé, which corresponds to the ancient
Diospolis Parva, is still called by the Arabs Hou.— Mem. Geog.
sur I Egypte, par Quatremére, p.502.

4 Svyyeves ydp 19 ¢ T3 3. — Athenaus, 1. xi. ¢. 65. Th se change
en Grec en Ph. — Monde Primitif, M. de Gebelin. tom. i. p. 139,
The contrary, therefore, may sometimes have occurred: gamiauovy was
the same as wizpovy, Locus Ammonis, used in the Coptic martyro-
logies for Thebes. Bsb en Copte signifie une caverne. — Mem.
Géog. par Quatremére, p. 251. i. e. Thebe the Ark.

5 The same practice is observed in Kandahar, and in Persia;
where it is said to have been introduced by Maghmud. Certain persons
shut themselves up fourteen or fifteen days in a place where no light
enters ; and during this retreat they repeat incessantly, with a strong
guttural voice, the word Hou. — Account of Persia by Jonas Hanway,
vol. iii. ¢. 81, 32. 206.

VOL. IL. H Dl
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of the Bacchants, are not mere interjections ; and
that when they say, “ We worship Ho !, » we are
scarcely justified in understanding it to be a simple
exclamation : it may be a contraction from Iao,
which the Clarian oracle declared to be the name
of the most high God ? and which Selden deduces
from the Hebrew Jehovah.? The Ei, which was
inscribed upon the temple of Apollo, at Delphi,
was probably the abbreviated form of this word,
read, after the Grecian mode, from left to right;
but the sound would be more correctly represented
by He, or Hi; and since, according to Toland, I
in Irish signifies an island, and is often written Hii,
Ji, Hu, it is evident that the name was very early
associated with insular and oceanic worship ; and
the Egyptians had good reason for giving the
name of Hou to one of their sanctuaries, which
was placed on an eminence out of the reach of the
inundation.*

If it be admitted, that New Grange was con-
secrated to He, and that the Delphic Ei is the

! Jo, O, and Iou. Z¢Bousy Q. — Herculanensia, Dissert. iii. 61.
In one instance a similar meaning has been already sscribed to lo
in the Pheenisse, only transferred from the deity to the rock.

2 bpdleo 18y wdvray Sxatoy Vel fupey’ 'lad.

Macrob. Sat. i. 18.

8 Tetragrammaton a Grecis Iaw exaratum fuisse patet ex
Clem, Alexand. Strom. p.5. Diod. 8ic. &c. de Diis Syriis. Syn-
tagmata.

4 It has been already noticed, that the ruins of Diospolis parva are
called Hou. — Lettres sur P Egypte, par M. Savary, ii.92. The
Egyptian nomes were evidently at their origin appended to the
temples : they were connected with the objects and forms of wor-
ship in various parts of Egypt. — Heeren's Reflections on Africa,
ii. 112. Hemce the names of their gods became the names of
places.

.
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same word differently spelt, it may deserve notice,
that at Sleigh Grian, in the county of Kilkenny,
where there are some remains of a Druidical circle,
an inscription has been found, which is supposed to
bear the name of Dionusus: for it is to be recol-
lected that, at Delphi, he shared the honours of
Apollo.! A similar Druidical circle exists near
New Grange, with the remains of a Cromlech; and
on the brow of an adjoining hill is a very large
tumulus, under which, report says, that thereis a
cave like that at New Grange. It is impossible
not to suspect that these circles of stone and the
circular dance called Granus? of which more will
be said hereafter, have something in common,
especially since it appears that there are in Ireland
certain Celtic monuments, which the ignorant
natives call the beds of Darby and Granny.* For
both these words, when released from popular cor-
ruption, admit of nearly the same interpretation in
Hebrew; so that in combination they mean either
the mouth of the oracle, or the word of the oracle.
Debir, says Parkhurst, is the oracle, or speaking
place ; that part of the temple, from whence Je-
hovah spake, and issued his orders and directions,
otherwise called the Holy of Holies. A similar
association of ideas seems to have given to the

1 Kai xpds Tév Aidwaoy, § Tdy Aehpiy iy Frrov § 7§ "Awiram
wéreatv. — Plutarch. de Ei in Delphis, c.9. Op. iv. 591. The
inscription is mentioned in Tighe’s statistical report. — Collect. de
Reb. Hib. vi. 164.

2 Gruter gives the inscriptions of nine altars dedicated to Apollini
Granno ; one of which was found at Musselburgh in Scotland, and
another near Edinburgh. — Inscript. p. 36.

3 Collectan. de Reb. Hib. iv. 80.

H 2
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Cornish Celtic word, Grin, the sense of command.'
In other Celtic dialects, Grian means the bed of
the sea”; and this may in some degree account
for the mistake, by which these rocks are converted
into beds: for the Irish word is Leaba, and our
Irish antiquary informs us, that Leabhar Naoi
signifies an ark, or ship, and Leaban is one of the
names given to mountains, on which the Ark of
Noah was supposed to have rested.® May we not
then be allowed to conjecture that Naoi, which,
according to the same authority, signifies a ship, or
mariner , or Noah, has been corrupted into New,
and that the whole name signifies, The Oracle of
the Ship, or of the Navigator ? For the same
Hebrew word, which denotes the organ of pro.
nunciation, is also used for a threshing-floor, or
granary. I do not mean to assert that the Ark-
ites maintained undisputed dominion there : on the
contrary, there is evidence, that the fire-worshippers
had established themselves in this retreat, as well
as in others; for a large flat stone, in the recess
opposite to the entrance, was quite blackened with
the smoke of the sacred fire.® The Geryon of Spain

! Borlase’s Antiquities of Cornwall.

2 Lluyd's Archeologia Britannica. Hence in Welsh Graian means
gravel.

3 Noah's vineyard is said by Cedrenus to have been on Luban,
which seems to be Lebanah, the moon, the Levana of the Germans,
who die neugebornen Kinder aufhob, i. e. Lucina. — Barth’s Hertha.

4 Collectan. de Reb. Hib. Introd. vol.iv. p. 36.

5 In like manner in the Mammoth cave in Kentucky, Mr. Vigne
found numerous small pyramids of broken fragments raised by the
Aborigenes, who have left traces of their existence throughout the
whole of North America; and under one of them which he pulled down
he discovered marks of fire. It will be shown, that these Aborigines
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experienced a similar revolution ; but in that case
it was the result of Arkite apostacy. Stesichorus
affirms that the sun once sailed over the ocean';
of course he means the person who was venerated
in that luminary: and for the same reason the
Egyptians represent all their gods as navigators.?
His ship however, in this instance, is called a cup,
and that for two reasons —first, because ships of
that form were then constructed by the Armenians,
and, indeed, are still in use in the Mesopotamian
rivers, just as they are described by Herodotus.?
That in which Captain Keppel ascended the Eu-
phrates was shaped like a large circular basket,
made of willow and covered with bitumen. They
are said to be common both in that river and in the
Tigris. Butin the next place, it was a convenient
equivocation to disguise the real facts; for Her-
cules sailed in this same cup, or ship, in his expe-
dition against the cattle of Geryon. The sun
made him a present of it. The statement thus far
appears to be quite extravagant and senseless: but
if we inquire into the occasion of so much solar

were Arkites ; and they may have built the pyramids in order to
conceal under a sacred emblem the mark of fire, with which some
intruders had profaned their sanctuary. — T'ravels in Amer. ii. 49.
and 51.

1 Ty 32 “Hhsov & Zvyalyopos mornply Biamhely pnowv 1dv dkeavdy: & kal
7oy ‘Hpaxréa wepaiwbivas éxt vds mpdovov Bias Soudvra. — Athen
lib. xi. ¢.16.

2 Todg v¢ Alyvwrlovs Tovs dalpovas dxavras oix Eordvas im} orepeod,
dMad wdvras éx} xholov, kal Téy “Hhoy, kal dxAds wdvrag. — Por-
phyrius, de Antro Nympharum, c. 10.

3 *Ewedv &y 7oios "Appevioics — vopéas Iring Tapdperas worjewyras,
wepreivouas  Tobtaias Bipbipas areyactpldas tfwley — dawldos Tpémoy
xvkherepéa worjcavres. — Herod. lib. i. c. 194.

4 Keppel's Travels, i. 192.

H3
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generosity, the meaning of the transaction becomes
plain enough. It is said, then, that the sun being
too warm, Hercules bent his bow against him ; but
Apollo admiring his valour gave him the golden
cup, in which he crossed the ocean'; in other
words, the priests of Hercules made demonstra-
tions of hostility against the priests of Apollo, from
which they were induced to desist, partly by a
bribe, and partly by an engagement, that the others
would discard from their rites the emblem of the
ship, which the Arkites claimed as their own. In
consequence of this base compromise, their brethren
at Erytheia were driven away from their oracle,
and migrated to other lands. Still, the usurpers
were not allowed to enjoy their victory without
one more hard, but ineffectual, struggle on the
part of the more faithful Arkites. An attempt
was made by Alcyoneus and his brethren, to drive
away from Erytheia the cattle, i. e. the sacrifices of
the Sun. It has been already shown, that the
battle between Hercules and Alcyoneus was a dis-
pute between two orders of priests, both originally
and fundamentally Arkite; but those, to whom
the latter appellation was appropriated, were more
steady in their adherence to the ancient rites. They
had previously signalised their fidelity by a success-
ful opposition to the innovations of Ophiolatry, or
the worship of the serpent. The story is thus
related after the usual fashion of the Mythologists,
obscurely but significantly :— Sybaris, whose name
is obviously derived from the Baris, was a monster

1 Apollodorus, lib.ii.
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that inhabited an enormous cave in mount Cirphis,
at the foot of Parnassus.

The Delphians were told that a boy must be
exposed in the cave: for this purpose Alcyoneus
was chosen. But Eurybatus descended from the
river Axius, went forth from the land of the Cu-
retes', and took his place, and dragged Sybaris
from his lair, and dashed out his brains upon the
rocks of Crissa ; and behold, a fountain issued forth
from that spot. The singular and not very intel-
ligible fiction, which ascribes to the river Sybaris
in Italy, and to the river Axius in Macedonia, the
same property of turning the cattle which drank of
them black, while in each case a neighbouring river
did exactly the reverse, and turned them white?,
indicates a mysterious affinity between them, which
gives some colour to the conjecture, that it was a
strife of sacerdotal jealousy, which is thus recorded.
At first sight the combination in so small a compass
of such remote localities, as the Macedonian Axius,
the Phocian Parnassus, and the country of the
Curetes, appears quite unaccountable. Any hy.
- pothesis therefore, which will connect them to-
gether without violence, must so far acquire an air
of probability. Now it has been shown that the
Curetes, or Corybantes, were Arkites, and that
Parnassus was a diluvian mount, where Deucalion
was supposed to have landed: and though it is
impossible to give an equally satisfactory account
of Axius, yet since that word entered into the com-

1 *Ex 13 kovpyridos dmiwy, — Anton, Liberalis. Metamorphos.
2 Hoffmanni Lex.
H 4
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position of all the names of the Samothracian deities,
it may be safely taken for granted, that it had
some connection with their rites. The fable there-
fore may be thus interpreted: — A priest named
Eurybatus, who had been initiated into the Samo-
thracian mysteries, was sent by the Curetes to the
assistance of the Arkites at Delphi, and succeeded
in dislodging from the sanctuary there a usurper,
who had introduced the worship of the serpent,
and who probably lost his life in the conflict. The
fountain springing up on the rocks of Crissa shows
that it was a diluvian deity, whose approbation was
supposed to be thus signified. The Alcyoneus, or
priests of the Ark, resident there, being feeble and
likely to be overcome, are represented under the
~ image of a boy about to be sacrificed. At Erytheia
they were less fortunate ; but their defeat must be
entirely ascribed to the perfidy of their friends:
for Alcyoneus, whose daughters shared with Al-
cyone, the daughter of Neptune, the honour of
being metamorphosed into those birds, from which
days of tranquillity are termed Halcyon' days,
defied the thundérbolts of Jupiter. He was im-
mortal, till a mortal should assist the gods: in other
words, the ancient rites would never have been
disturbed, if Jupiter and his brother idols had not

! The Halcyon days were seven in number during the incubation
of the bird on the tranquil waters. — Aulus Gellius, lib. iii. It is
quite clear that this can have no reference to natural history : they
are probably the seven days between the first notice given by the
Dove of restored tranquillity, by the olive leaf which she brought
back, and her final enlargement when all danger was over.

Perque dies placidos hyberno tempore septem
Incubat Alcyone pendentibus mquore nidis.
Tum via tuta maris. — Ovid. Metamorph. lib.ii. fab. 11.




BATTLE BETWEEN HERCULES AND ALCYONEUS. 105

received assistance from the priests of Hercules,
who was summoned to their aid; and even then
it seemed almost impossible to achieve his de-
struction ; for still he was immortal, as long as he
continued to fight on the ground which gave him
birth. The contrivance for getting rid of this
difficulty sounds the most arrant nonsense that
ever was penned by a sober man. The Goddess of
Wisdom drew him out of the moon.! What! when
he was fighting on the earth, to which he owed his
immortality! The passage is entirely incapable of
explanation, unless the scene of conflict bore some
resemblance to the shape of the moon, from which
resemblance the name was taken: but such was
the form of the Egyptian Bari, and indeed of many
ships both in ancient and in modern times.?

It appears, therefore, that Alcyoneus kept posses-
sion of the Oracle, till he was induced by some stra-
tagem toquitthecrescent-shaped ship-temple. Itwas
an ill return on the part of Hercules for the mercy
shown by the Moon to his wife Deianira ®, whose life
was spared by the intercession of her intimate ally
Dionusus, whom she was anxious to gratify. There
was less difficulty in disposing of his brethren, the

1 *Efw 7is Zedipmg efxvoe abriéy. — Apollodorus de Orig. Deor.
p- 32. If it be true, that Athena is derived from Thanah, and not
from Neith, the plural of which, Thanim, signifies in Hebrew serpents,
Ophiolatry was at work here as well as at Parnassus. — See Obser-
vationum Libellus Anonymus in Mythologiam.

2 An ancient Bronze of a ship carrying the seven days, Saturn
being the first \—>"" . — Montfaucon, vol. xi. pl. 17.

3 The other daughters of Althea were all changed into birds, while
weeping for their brother Meleager. Kar' eduéveiay Awvioov, ¥ni
Ty Xdpw abrg “Aprepss Bidoi. — Antonin. Liberal. Metamorph.
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inferior ministers and attendants; but the various
weapons employed for their destruction relate more
or less to the rites introduced by their victorious suc-
cessors. The bow, which, as in the instance of the
Archer in the Zodiac, seems to be a constant me-
morial of the heavenly bow, was the weapon most
in request. All of them indeed were transfixed by
the arrows of Hercules even after they were dead':
what could be the motive for thus slaying the slain,
it may be difficult to pronounce with confidence ;
but it must be remembered, that Io, the moon, and
Ioi, arrows, offered a convenient equivocation,
which has been already noticed in the Devil’s arrows
of this country.? One of them had his right eye
shot out by Hercules, and the left by Apollo;
which shows, that they were not the same per-
sonage, though engaged in the same cause; another
was demolished by an oaken Thyrsus, the Druidical
maypole, with its garlands; another was pelted with
balls of fire, of course by the fire-worshippers. This
weapon is called Mudros. It may be doubted,
whether the original meaning of the word was the
same as that which has since been annexed to it.*

1 Tdyrag ‘Hparhijs dxordupévovs Eréfevaey — Apollod. ut supra.

2 Near Borobridge in Yorkshire. It is not surprising that we
should find this fragment of an ancient myth in the Celtic country ;
for the Celts are said to have been conquered by Hercules, when

they endeavoured to recover from him the cattle of Geryon. —
Antonin, Liberal. Metamorph. Cedrenus reports that he first taught
philosophy in the western parts ; and an altar inscribed to him was
found at Alston Moor, in which he is represented attacking the
serpent that guarded the Hesperides and the golden apples.

3 Possibly in connection with this subject, we may find the in-
terpretation of a device upon an altar of Isis; on which one of the
faces shows a bell-shaped vessel, which Montfaugon (vol. xii. pl. 11.)
calls un Muid : the lid is conical, and round it a serpent is twined ;
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Vallancey mentions an island nine miles from
Sligo, called the Innis Muidr, where the Muidr is
a conical pillar of stone placed on a pedestal, and
surrounded by a wall in which several small cells
are covered with earth, to resemble a cave.! It
has been held sacred from the times of Paganism
to the present day ; and many devotees flock from
the Continent to do penance in these cells. The
term may have been applied at a very early period
to a burning mountain: for since, according to
Buffon ?, most of the Indian islands, and all the
seas of those eastern regions, present to our eyes
nothing but peaks and detached summits, which
vomit out fire, the striking appearance of those
peaks glowing in the dark, would soon absorb all
attention ; and if those volcanic agencies were
supposed to have had any material connection with
the deluge, it was natural for the superstitious
observers to mingle together the worship of both
elements. Maithri in Arabic is the name of a
mountain, and Mederon is another ; both from the
Chaldee Madar %, which signifies to form a declivity.
It is true, that Mudros was among the Greeks a
description of the sun, though Athenaxagoras was

on the lower portion a crescent contains ears of com. A dog-headed
priest occupies a second face, and Harpocrates, or silence, with a
serpent in a horn, another.

1 Vindication of Ir. Hist. iv.211., and on the Ancient Irish,
Introd. p. 20.

2 Nat. Hist. x. 190.

3 ML gleba terre; 1§77, locus declivis. =)"<2977 from
=712, declivem fecit. — Castelli Lewic. Pliny says that Mitras,
who reigned in the city of the Sun, was the first who caused obelisks
to be erected. — Nat. Hist. 36. c. 8. Vallanc. p.214.
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judged guilty of impiety for sayingso ; and that
further in the East, it was converted into Mithras,
which was his acknowledged title. But perhaps
a better etymology, if that which has been already
suggested be not satisfactory, may be found for that
title in the Chaldee Midrash', which signifies an
allegory ; for certainly much that the ancients
have handed down to us concerning him, contains
a hidden and mysterious meaning : for, 1. He was
said to be born from a rock?; a statement which
is utterly absurd, if it be referred to the sun, but
is sufficiently intelligible, if the Mithratic cave be
taken for a representative of the Ark. 2. He tri-
plicated himself® ; which may possibly be one of
those fragments of an early revelation relating to
the Trinity, which sometimes sparkle in the mire
of mythology. Otherwise, since it is plain that it
has nothing to do with the sun, it must be inter-
preted in the same way as the triplicity of Dionu-
sus. Faber thinks, that he is said to have tripli-
cated himself, because the patriarch was the father
of three sons*: and perhaps this is the best ex-
planation ; for 3rdly, the same triplicity being as-
cribed to Oromazes, and the same substance too
(for both consisted of pure light), the actions of
the one must be the actions of the other; and
Plutarch must be mistaken °, when, contrary to all
1 @Y%, Allegoria. — Vallanc. p. 214.

2 Justin, Martyr. Dial. cum Tryph. p. 168.

3 Dionys. Areopag. Epist. 7.

4 Origin of Pagan Idol. ii. 415.

5 Plutarch. de Isid. et Osir. c. 47. Der dem guten Ormuzd so
nahe verwandte Mithras. — Baur. Manichaische, Religions-system,

p. 91.
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the principles of the Oriental philosophy, he sup-
poses Mithras to be a third and intermediate being,
between Arimanias and Oromazes. Both there-
fore represent the good genius, who shut up the
gods in an egg, or, to speak more plainly, who
inclosed the deified men in the Ark; and in the
Zendavesta, Ahriman is acknowledged to be the
serpent, or evil genius, who was the cause of the
deluge.! The production of a similar enormous
egg is ascribed by Orpheus to a certain deity called
both Hercules and Chronus (Saturn), who made
his appearance out of the aboriginal waters, sur-
rounded by a lion-headed serpent.”? Now the image
of Mithras in Persia had the head of a lion; and
the initiated were not only called lions, but amongst
the Sebazii, who were a Mithratic sect, a serpent
was passed over their persons, as I have already
shown.? It was Mithras therefore, who fabricated
the huge egg, the asylum of the gods, which
floated upon the primeeval waters : for his alliance
with Hercules has been already shown, and from
other sources we know that he was considered to

1 Faber's Pagan Idolatry, ii. 60.

2 "Hy 3 Bop dpxn kat adTdy Tois dhaig, dwd Bt Tob PaTog IAdg xa-
wbary, b 88 dxavipoy iyerniOn {Gov dpdinay, wpoaxspurvior Exwy Kepary
Aovrog, Bid péoov Bt adrdy Oeol wpbowmor, Svopa “Hpaxdis xai Xpives
obrés dybvwmoey Omepubyebss dov. — Athenagor. Legatio pro Christ.
c. 18.

3 Lactantius in Statii Thebaid. apud fin. In a subterranean
temple on the north side of the Capitol at Rome, the triplicated
Mithras is exhibited ; for on each side of the principal figure stand
two others with a star over their heads to signify their divinity.
The bull has inscribed upon his neck, Nama Sebesio. — Gruter's
Inscriptions, i. 34.
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be Cronus as well as Muthros.! 4thly, Mithras,
like Siva, had a bull for his vehicle ; and the reason
assigned by Porphyry is, that he was the lord of
production ? : and hence he is very naturally identi-
fied with Apis, the father of mankind, and other
Arkite personages, such as Serapis and Osiris.> But
his position with respect to the Sacred Bull has
subjected him to some awkward imputations : he
has been called a cattle-stealer, like Hercules ¢; and
much the same view of him seems to have been
taken by Statius, when he describes him twisting
the horns of a bull, indignant at being forced to
follow under the rocks of the Persean cave.® Per-
sean and Mithratic are here used as synonymous,
and not without reason; for Perseus, too, was in-
closed in an ark %, and exposed upon the waters in
his infancy. He was the son of the Arkite Danae’;
but his conquest of the sea monster marks the

1 EY pévos, si daébuy morvdvupos, € 76 ob pubpds. — Nonnus in
Dionys. Kircher de Instit. Hierog. lib. ii.

2 *Exwytito Tadpp dppadlrng o kal & Tabpog, Snpiovpyds Oy § Mibpag
xai yevéoews deomorng. — De Antro Nymph. c. 24.

3 By Nonnus and Statius.

4 Boum fur.— Martin, Explications de Divers Monumens Sin-
guliers, p. 220. Virum abactorem boum colentes sacra ejus ad ignis
transferunt potestatem : hunc Mithram dicunt. — Julius Firmicus
de Errore Profunarum Religionum, c. 5.

3 Persei sub rupibus antri
Indignata sequi torquentem cornua Mithram.
Theb. lib. i.718.

6 The Scholiast on Lycophron, v. 838. says, & Adpvaxi: the
Chronicon Paschale, p.38. & xiforg. This is the term used by
the Seventy for the ark of Noah.

7 It is remarkable, that the reason which Euripides puts into the
mouth of Acrisius for giving his daughter the name of Danae is,
that he had waited so long a time for offspring ; this looks as if the
man of the ship, Danaus, had long been considered synonymous
with Chronus, or Time, — Eur. Dan. 20.
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period when he apostatised : and a similar defection
is intimated in the ordinary representation of Mi-
thras slaying a bull; but in what sense the same
animal was originally his vehicle, may be learned
from a very curious Roman marble, the drawing of
which was published by Gronovius in his Latin
edition of Agostini. There Mithras appears in the
front of his cave, with one foot on the body, and
the other between the horns of a bull, that is to
say, in his Bari. In the distance on the right, the
sun appears rising by the side of a conical moun-
tain, and on the left, the moon is disappearing ; for
the long, long night was over, when he issued from
the Ark. Two cypresses on the horizon betoken
the past period of gloom and death ; below there is
a lion’s head, and a cock the harbinger of day ;
and lower still, two palm trees, beginning to throw
out their leaves, the emblems of a resurrection
from the state of death, in which the earth was in-
volved, which have occasioned the fable of the
Phceenix rising from its own ashes. Nearer in front,
the raven of the ark makes its appearance, and the
Scorpion, which, as I have shown, was one of its
symbols. In advance of the cavern on the right,
a man holds up a lighted torch ; for light returned,
when the Ark was opened: and the suspension of
that blessing is signified by another figure behind,
sitting in a pensive posture, with his torch reversed,
and touching the ground. A serpent formsa wav-
ing line under the bull, just as it was used by the
Egyptians to represent water. The only other
figures are a dog, that is, a priest, and an eagle on
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a palm tree, holding the thunder, which Montfau-
son unaccountably mistakes for a crow.' It is
certain, that the eagle was supposed to have some
close connection with the deluge ; for the Nile was
called an eagle?; and on an ancient altar at Etlin-
gen, but since removed to Wittenburg, Neptune
is represented holding a dolphin with an eagle’s
head, and a tail ending in leaves?, to show that at
the conclusion of the deluge vegetation returned.
The eagle employed to torment Prometheus?,
who first brought fire from heaven, or, in other
words, introduced the worship of it, was the off-
spring, not of any bird, but of two diluvian ser-
pents, Typhon and Echidna. He was afterwards
shot by Hercules.* Most authors agree in referring
Prometheus to the first age after the deluge. Vos-
sius even takes him to be Noah, because he is said
to have formed men out of mud ‘: but the principal
facts recorded of him suit better with a son or
grandson of the patriarch ; and accordingly Hesiod
makes him the son of Japetus, or Japheth; and
Cassian affirms, that, according to ancient tra-
ditions, he was Ham : at least, to him he attri-
butes the first erection of fire-towers, that is, the
first introduction of fire-worship. And that being
the case, it matters not whether it be under the

1 Montfaugon, vol. xi. pl. 82. p. 227.

2 Aix 10 yevipevor Ixpyypa paaly detdy dvopacbivai. — Diodor, Sic.
lib. i. p. 11.

3 Gruter. Inscript. i. 62. 4 Hesiod. Theog. 528.

5 Pherecydes, lib. ii.

6 Patriarcha Noe non in solo nobis adumbratur Saturno, sed etiam
Prometheo, cujus festum Athenis IMTpounbea dictum. — Voss. de
TIdololat. p.141.
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[ 4
appellation of Zoroaster', or Prometheus; for the
fact is of much more importance than the name.
At whatever period however the scene be laid, the
story amounts to this: certain persons, who are
‘designated by the name of Prometheus, attempted
to introduce the worshipof fire; for which they were
punished and kept in confinement by the Arkites,
then in power, and continued in that state till the
priests of Hercules obtained the ascendancy. It
was clearly an apostacy on their part; for the person
whom they served had been at first the god of the
ocean. The Magusan Hercules is still to be seen
with a dolphin? under his arm, and a long double-
pronged fork in his hand, and a sea-monster crawl-
ing at his feet, as he reclines upon the sea-shore.®
It is in fact very much the same design as that on
an altar of Neptune at Interamna in Umbria, where
he stands between two dolphins, with a trident in
one hand and a fish in the other.* In the family
of Minos (that is to say, of a kung who assumed

1 To Zoroaster are usually attributed the fire-towers, who was
quantum antique traditiones ferunt, Cham, filius Noe.— Cassianus,
c. 21. Collect. de Reb. Hibern. iv. 191. Zoroaster, too, was the
first who consecrated a natural cave, where there was water, =yyds
ixov, to Mithras. — Porph. de Ant. Nymph. c.6. The variety of
opinions with respect to the age in which he lived is thus stated by
Burton, in a note to his Bampton Lectures: Plutarch places him
5000 years before the Trojan war; Suidas, 500; Eudoxus and
Aristotle, 6000 before the death of Plato; Pliny, many thousand
years before Moses ; Xanthus of Lydia in Diogenes Laertius, 600
‘before the expedition of Xerxes, p. 277.

2 1f Delphyne be another form of the Greek Delphin, the Dolphin,
its use, as an Arkite emblem, is thus accounted for by the Scholiast
on Apollonius Rhodius. T¢ 8vepa dors 7ol Bpcixoyros.

. 311y a apparence qu’ Hercule posé ainsi sur le hord de la
mer passoit pour une espéce de divinité marine. — Montfaucon

xi. 143. ‘
4 Gruter : Inseript. i. 62.

VOL. II. b ¢
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that name, after his great ancestor) symptoms of a
similar defection may be detected; but it was not
of long continuance; for the native Cretans were
not of Greek extraction, but Barbari.' They were
very much attached to their own Arkite rites, for
which the island was eminent : and when a colony
of them settled in Asia Minor, they revolted from
the worship, which the priests of that country at-
tempted to impose upon them, and assembling
tumultuously together they rushed to the neigh-
bouring mountains; exclaiming, that they would
have nething to do with strange gods.? When
therefore Minos and his brother Sarpedon quar-
relled about the succession to the throne, the former
secured the popular favour by proving, that the god
of ocean was on his side. He prayed that a bull
might appear from the depths of the sea®; and his
prayer was granted. It is possible, that a bull
might secretly be carried out to sea, and compelled
to swim back to the shore; in which case the
favorite emblem of the horns would be seen almost
alone, travelling as it were upon the surface of the
water. But it may be, that the depths, of which
the historian speaks, were intended in a mystical
sense. It may be, that by the connivance of the
priests, the Sacred Bull issued at his call from the

U Ty qykp Kpiryy sixor T8 wahassy mGoay Pdglapor. — Herod. lib. i,
“ 57':;'8pw0£nm 8 ops ipdy Eevixdy, Iu-rﬁcrra 8¢ ops améBols (ke B
Tolos maTpsios patvey xpaalas Jeoias) H¥vres Ta Ixha dwavres Kadwios
76ndey TiwTovres Sotpaas vov  pépa, péxpe ofpwy TGy Karndidy Imoyro,
Kai 't'q:aaav IxBdMew Tobs Eavikods Jeovs. — Herod. 1.i. c¢. 172. In
this passage the true reading may be ‘Ispea, instead of #¢pa. They

chased away the innovating priest.
3 Avagarivas éx tév Puddv. — Apollodor. lib. iii. p. 88.
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recesses of his sanctuary. His scheme, however,
succeeded. Sarpedon, the head of the opposite
faction, was obliged to quit thecountry; and perhaps
carried with him to Lycia those Caurians who af
terwards returned to their own form of worship.
He himself derived some advantage from his
apostacy ; for Apollo sent him back to Lycia,
when he had been mortally wounded by Patroclus
on the plains of Troy.! The wife too of Minos
was of this party; for she was the daughter of He-
lius and Perseis ; that is to say, of fire-worshippers.
The story of her adultery with Taurus, as I have
already intimated, is not a tale of conjugal infidelity :
it was a spiritual adultery, like that with which the
true God frequently reproached his people. She
was, “as a wife which committeth adultery, which
taketh strangers instead of her husband.” > Taking
advantage of some disrespect offered by Minos to
those who had the charge of the Sacred Bull, at
which Neptune is said to have been offended, she
secured them in her interest; and the labyrinth
was a temple, constructed by Deedalus under her
direction, in which the Bull of Minos (the Mino-
taur) was thenceforward kept, probably in honour
of the moon, till it was destroyed by Theseus.
Yet, even there, the fire-worshippers clandestinely
maintained their rites, by contriving to persuade
1 Adrika b ix Benbwy Zapwmdiva Biov deipag,

TIeAAdy dwo mpogépay, Aobaey woTameio v,

Xpioly v &ubpocly, xepi 8 dubpora slpata foos.

Mépxe de pay mopmoicwy &ua xpaimvoios pépeabas,

“Txvy nai Oavdry ddupdooiy. of jd e dxa

Kdtleocay Iv Avking edoelng wién dipp. — Hom. Ii. T1. 578.

. 2 Elek.xvi.SQ.
12
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the Cretans, that it was not lawful for either gods
or mortals to pass by a sacred cave ', from which,
at a certain time of the year, a copious light shone
forth. And so Hanway describes the holy flame,
preserved at Baku in low ancient temples built of
stone, and arched over; in short, imitative caves:
and they might all, like that at Crete, be called the
birth-place of Jupiter; because they represented
the Ark, from which Noah was born again. For
which reason, lastly, Mithras caused his disciples,
when they were initiated, to be baptised?, and to
swim for many days through much water.’ When
therefore Eubulus said, that he was the father and
producer of all things, he was partly right. He
was indeed the father of mankind ; though he should
not on that account have been worshipped as God.
At least, however, it is certain, that Eubulus did
not confound him with the Sun, of which he af-
firmed him to be the Creator. Even Perseis, the
wife of Helius, was an Oceanic lady.*

It has been now shown, that Mithras was very
fit to be a coadjutor of Hercules in his attack
upon the Geryon, or oracle of Erytheia: indeed,
there is reason to believe that they were very
nearly related ; for the parents of Hercules, or
the person who assumed his name, were both
grandchildren of Perseus®, or the Persian, who

VY Eariy Souov oldiva wapedeiv oits Jedv obre Jvyrive
2 Tertullian de Prescript. Heret. c. 40.
3 Mp&rov diavifacbas éxl xoAAds fuipas $dwp moAd. — Nonnus, in
Nazianzen. Steliteutic. p 2.
. 4 "Qxeavlvy. — Hes. Shield of Herc. p. 956. Boeus apud Antonin.
Liberal. Metamorph.
5 Alcmena was the daughter of Electryo, the son of Perseus.
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introduced the worship of fire from the East ; for
I have shown what reason there is to believe that,
in Adherbidgian ', a province of Persia, on the bor-
ders of Armenia, the first fire-towers, or Pyreia,
‘were constructed ; and, as D’Herbelot remarks,
-always upon mountains.? For Zoroaster, and all
his followers, could not eradicate from that country
all traces of their original religion ; and accordingly
one of these mountains, at the foot of which
‘Teheran the capital is situated, is denominated
Elboorz?®; which is evidently no other than the
old name of Ararat in Armenia, Baris. And not
far from it, mounds of earth mark the site of Rhe;
which, in Hibernian Celtic, signified the Moon,
.the Rhea of the ancients, who was the daughter,
.or production of the firstborn, and was carried by
Bulls over the mountains, and exulted in the horrid
howlings of perishing men *; and yet was the foun-
tain from which all animated nature flowed, the
mother of gods and mortals, who poured over the
-universe the progeny which she had received into

Amphitryon was the son of Alceus, the son of Perseus. — Natal.
Com. Mythol. lib. iv. Eurip., in Herc. Furens.
1 Or Aderbeitsan.

2 The Persians chose the tops of the highest hills for their places
of worship. — Herod. 1.i. Strabo observes, they had neither images
nor altars, but worshipped on some high place.— Geog. 1. 15. Cyrus,
on the approach of death, sacrificed on the summit of 8 mountain,—
Xenoph. lib. viii. So also in Pontus and Cappadocia. — Appian.
Bell. Myth. p. 366. -

3 Sketches in Persia, by Sir J. Malcolm, p.107.

4 Mérya ‘Péa Sbyatep wodvpippov Tpwroydvore
“H7' Imi Tavpopipoy sépiTpoyoy Gupa TiTalvesg
Obpeaiy, § xakess SmTay 1° Shokvypacs gp-xrois
Mijrnp piv 76 Jedy 43¢ Jmrdy dvbponay.
. ) . Orph. Hymn. p.18.
18
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her ineffable womb.! There can be no mistake in
asserting, that this is a description of the Ark ; and
the mounds are perhaps not heaps of ruins, but
tumuli belonging to the Arkites: for other monu-
ments of the same character, and in this country
called Druidical, are found there. Sir John Char-
din says, that the road from Tauris leads by several
circles of large stones, which the Persians affirm
to be the places where the Caous, or Giants, held
their councils.? Another mountain, in the same
neighbourhood (Demavend), has the cave of a
Deva, near the top. It may be thought, that in
this cave the Sacred Fire was kept; but Keppel,
who travelled in the East, is of a different opinion :
according to his account, the fire there was Naph-
tha, burning in the open air?®; for there is abun-
dance of Naphtha in the district near the Caspian
sea : but the cells were'occupied by Devotees. On
the tumuli in Derbyshire, called Lows, the fire was
certainly external ; for that fires were lighted on
them, by a degeneracy similar to that which pre-
vailed in Persia, in Scotland, and in Ireland, their
etymology leaves no room to doubt: for though
the Anglo-Saxon hlap, means onlya hill, or tumulus,
yet in Danish Lowe signifies a flame : and Hearne
bears witness, that in low Scotch it signifies both a

hill and a flame.« The latter, however, is evidently
1 *Pely os vospdy paxdpwy wnyi ey foi T8,
Tldyrey ydp wpiry duvdpes kiAwacwy appdaros
Ackapbrm yoveny dxi xdv xpoxiss Tpoxdovaar.
Fragm. Orph. p. 895.
2 Travels in Persia. — Harris's Collection, ii. 871.
3 Keppel's Travels from India, ii. 216—219.
¢ A Chronicle cited by him speaks of a Logge raised by the Danes.
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‘the secondary and subordinate sense, occasioned
by the kindling of the fire upon the hill. The
word itself is the same as the Greek lophus; for
they are monuments commonly placed on high
ground, and many of them upon the very brow or
summit of hills. Among them there are some,
which bear very strong evidence of their original
destination. The Arbe-lows are two tumuli, near
a circular temple, each having a great hollow in the
middle, in the form of a basin, which implies that
purification by water was the notion most predo-
minant in their construction. But there is one
still more remarkable, at the distance of five miles.
Barlow high Bar, or the Bari, on the hill of the
Baris, is now called the Eagle stone. Mr. Pegge
says, that it is undoubtedly a rock idol; and he
thinks it is probably a corruption from some
British word, of like sound ; perhaps hyglod, famous:
but it has been already shown, that the eagle was
mythologically connected with the deluge; and
accordingly on the top of this stone there are two
rock basins. It is one of the many instances
perpetually occurring, in which the Arkite emi-
nences were seized by the schismatics, and appro-
priated to their own use.

But if Apollo was an usurper in taking to himself
the epithet of Grynian, he is not free from the same
imputation, for assuming the title of Titan ; for the
Titans are declared, in the Orphic Hymns, to be the

The Lows are generally round, and from 60 yards in circumference
at the'base, down to 4 or 5. Archeologia, vii. 184.- |
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progenitors of our race'; the sourcesand origin of
all mortals?: and therefore, the eldest Titan is con-
sidered the son of Heaven and Earth; not only
because he was the first of the Postdiluvians, but
because he dates his second life from the period
when the elements were mingled together, and the
clouds of heaven embraced the whole globe. The
same writer makes him synonymous with Saturn,
the husband of Rhea, and parent of the present
age.® Accordingly, they took his part in the war,
which his unnatural children waged against him.
In Hesiod’s description of this war, he himself is
not conspicuously brought forward ; but they are
stated to be his friends*; and it is very distinctly
affirmed, that it was a contest for divine honours.®
It continued a long time without any decided
advantage on either side, till Jupiter bethought
him of bribing some of the opposite party, and so
gaining their assistance. He invited them from
those places of figurative confinement®, their dark
subterranean sanctuaries ; and promised them all
sorts of rewards, and especially the continuance of
the same divine honours for their temples, which

1 'H}u‘rlpm wpc"yovot xatipwy.
2 *Apxal xai wyyal xdvrey Svmrdy xohoudyfwy. — Orph. Hym 86.
s YArcipe Tirdy —

*Aidvos Kpbve mayysvérap — ‘Péag mlas, ceuv Tpopnbiv.
Ibid. 12.

4 Tirhvag ¥ imoraprdpeos, Kpévov dupls bvreg.— Theogon, 852.
5 Tirjvscas 8¢ Tiuifoy xplvavre Biypi.  1bid. 882.
6 daivite Tirivecaiy &y Sat Avypi

Mwadpeves giriTyros dvpbos, 370a quoyn;

*Eg pdig dy dpleabe, duanheylas dwo Bsowol,
‘Husvépas dia' Bovhas, dwd Yépov qepberroq,  Ibid. 650.
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they had enjoyed before !, if they would assist him
against their brethren. To this compromise of
principle they basely consented; but in the end
reaped the reward, which their treachery deserved.
For when, in consequence of their internal dissen-
sions, the Arkites were driven from Thessaly to a
place of darkness in the west?, from which there
was no egress, because Neptune had surrounded it
with a wall, (that is to say, to an island, ) their faith-
less brethren were sent after them, under the flimsy
pretence of guarding the prisoners®: for the poet
immediately adds, there dwell Gyges, and Cottus,
and Briareus, the sentinels of Jupiter ; and there
are the fountains of the universe, and the remotest
origin of all existing things, odious to the gods;
and there is a vast chasm, which inspires the gods
with dread ; and there is the dark abode of night,
covered with black clouds.« One of them certainly
had no reason to congratulate himself on the fate
reserved for him: for Mount Atna was said to
have been laid upon him?, the flaming mountain,

1 M1 v dmopioaw yepdoy, Tisyy 8¢ Exaaroy

*Efiper, sy to wdpos ys pev’ dbavdreies Jeoior.— Theogon. 893,
"EvBa Jso} Tuvijvag $x3 L0pyp qepbers
Kexplparas —

3 Tois ook diréy doris wihas ¥ Inélyxe Toceidsy
: Xaryeiag, veixos wapdkatas 8 duporépwbey.
YEvbe Tiyng Kérrog s xad § Bpidpews peydfupog
Nalovaw, piraxes miarol Aidg alyidyon. Ibid. 729.
*Evldde yijs yropepis xal Taprdpoy fepdevrag

Ndvroy wyyal kal xepas’ {aawy

*Apyarf, ebpdevra, Td Te arvyboves Jebi wep,
Xdopa pbya — davéy ¢ xai dbzvdroa: Jeoios
Todro Tépag — kal yvuktds fpauriis oikla Sewd
“Eavyxey vepéhng xexahvppéva xvaviges, Ibid. 729.
6 Callimachus in Lavacrum Diane.
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in derision probably of the services that he ren-
dered to the fire-worshippers ; in consequence of
which he was said to breathe out fire from his fifty
mouths’, in the same way as Hercules poured a
flood of fire from his eyes.” But originally he had
been a god of the ocean®; and Homer informs us,
that he was called Briareus by the gods: in other
words, it was his sacred and mystical name, and
alluded to the hill of the Bari ; but by men he was
called Ageeon, which was the name of a promon-
tory at the mouth of the Rhyndacus4, where,
doubtless, his temple stood: perhaps it was a
common appellation of those Arkite promontories,
in which the Zgean sea abounded. On one of
these peninsulas the giants lived, who are said to
have engaged in conflict with the gods ; some at a
place in it called Phlegra, and others at Pallene.®
But Herodotus reconciles both accounts by stating,
that Pallene was once called Phlegra.® Hence it
may be inferred, that one, if not both, of those
names had a mystical import.” Now Phlegra oc-
1 Quinquaginta oribus ignem
Pectoribusque arsisse. ¥irg. ZEneid. Lib.x.
2 Jon Chius apud Natal. Com. Mytholog. lib. vii,
3 Alyalwy, dvdhog Juds, § Bpidpsws, xai § Tlogeddv. — Hesychius.
"Hy 3 Sardoases aluwy obvog. — Scholiast., in Hom. i. 408.
Briario enim rem divinam Carystii faciunt, sicut Ageoni Cal-
chidenses; namn omnis ferme Eubecea Titanum fuit regnum.—
Sol. Polyhist. c. 11.
4 Apollon. lib.i. 5 Apollodorus de Orig. Deor. p. 32.
6 Herod. lib. vii. c. 123.

7 Pallene may be from Phal Ain, the fountain of the chief, ard
Phlegra may be either Pheleg Rhe, the river of the moon — (for in

Psalm Ixv. 10., the river of God is called Pheleg Elohim ( JL)Q)

meaning the sea) ; or from Phalga Rhe, the middle of the moon.
Nam Phagla Syris medium sopat. — Bochart. lib. ii. ¢, 14,
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curs again in Italy, at Vesuvius, with a similar
tradition attached to it. The giants lived there ;
for the whole of that region was originally Arkite :
but the fire-worshippers thought they had a better
right to the flaming mountain ; and so Hercules
came, and, with the assistance of the gods, destroyed
them.! Hence Horace speaks very accurately,
when he says, that the shining house of ancient
Saturn trembled at the danger, when the sons of
‘earth were vanquished by Hercules. Two of these
priests are recorded by Natalis Comes; whohowever
states, that they were the sons, that is, the votaries
of Neptune?: he also at the same time, gained
another conquest over the sea, by cutting off his
communication with the lake of Avernus, where an
oracle of the dead stood, and Proserpine had a
temple; but the principal abode of the daughter of
Ceres was in the west,—in the island to which the
Titans were banished, where Styx, the eldest
daughter of Ocean, lived in solitude, amidst tall
rocks and columns.? The water of Styx was reputed
to be peculiarly sacred, and was brought from
a rock, for the conviction of gods who laboured
under a suspicion of perjury. The punishment of
the priest convicted by his dread of this sacred
water was excommunication for ten years; and since
it is evident, that Styx was the water of those rock
basins, which abound in the British isles, the beds
prepared for the excommunicated, in which they

1 Diod. Sic. lib. iv. p.228. 2 Myth. 1. vii.

.3 Néogiv 8 6y kAvrd Ba,ua'ra vala
Maxpfos xbrppos katnpepf’, dupi 3 xdvry
Kooy dpyvpboios mpds odpavey doripiras. — Hes. Theog. TT7.
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were to lie unheard of, and secluded from the
fresh air during their penance, must be Cromlechs,
or sacred cells: for they were covered by a mound.'
The weapons with which the Titans were defeated,
were peculiarly appropriate in the hands of the
Apostates : they were rocks, the rocks of Crom-
lechs, and Druidical circles; for since the Druids
were often buried at the foot of their consecrated
stones, it was no great extravagance of poetic
licence to make those stones the instruments of
their destruction? But the weapon of the gods,
of those against whom they were principally en-
gaged, was fire: and in like manner, in another
instance, the latest offspring of the earth, Ty-
phoeus, who is manifestly the same as the Egyptian
Typhon, the Deity of the Deluge, with a hundred
serpent heads, who filled the universe with noise
and confusion, and threatened it with destruction,
was conquered, in spite of the stormy winds which
he wielded, and sent to Tartarus, that is, to the
western isles, by the fires of Jupiter.* So, too, in a
bas-relief, on a Sarcophagus supposed to be Athe-
nian*, it is by the flames of his lightning, that

1 Ksiras dvadmvevoros kat avavdo;
Erparois &v Mxfeaas, kaxdy ¥ Ixi kdpa xarixra.
Hes. Theog. T77.

2 For the same reason Hercules, being hindered by the giants,
Albion and Borgion, in his way to the Atlantic mountains, and being
destitute of weapons to overcome them, is reported to have prayed
to Jupiter for assistance ; when an abundant shower of stones fell,
and killed his opponents. These Atlantic mountains must have
been in Britain ; for the campus lapideus formed by the stones was
in France r and one of the giants has the very significant name of
Albion. Both indeed have the same meaning; for both Berg
(Germ.), and Alb, or Alp, signify a Hill. — Nat. Com. Myth. 1. vii.

® Hesiod, Theog, 852. 4 Museum Clementinum, tom. iv.
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Jupiter is represented demolishing the Arkite
giants : — for the diluvian serpent equally enters
into the composition of their bodies; only with
this difference, that it forms their lower, instead of
their upper, extremities, and that the number is
reduced to two. In perfect conformity with the
description of Claudian, they had human heads
and bodies ; but their lower extremities consisted
of a double serpent.” Visconti, however, denies that
they are Titans; but, without a shadow of reason :
he affirms, that they are never represented either
by writers or artists with serpents instead of legs *;
and yet, in direct contradiction to this unqualified
assertion, he is constrained to admit, that Ovid did
take the giants for Titans, when he says, that their
mother earth gave them a thousand hands, and
serpents for legs.? Ovid, indeed, gives avery curious
account of the quarrels which have been described.
He says, that once on a time there was no rever-
ence for seniority among the gods; that some ple-
beian deity would sometimes sit upon the throne
of Saturn ; that Neptune was jostled by a stranger,
and Tethys, his Titan wife, was obliged to'be con-
tent with the lowest place. But Shame, and Fear,
and Honour, set all this to rights; and those wor-
thies were held in honour in proportion to their
dignity. Order being thus restored, it continued
to be the rule of heaven for many years, till at last

1 Femorum qué parte volutus

Duplex semiferis connectitur ilibus anguis.
Claud. Gigantomach. v. 80.
3 Mus. Clem. tom. iv. p. 16.
s Mille manus illis dedit, et pro cruribus angues.
Fasti, lib. v. 87.
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the oldest god (Saturn) was fated to be dethroned.
Then the Titans waged war against Jupiter, and
his crew, with mountains for their weapons ; which,
falling back before the lightning of Jupiter,
crushed those who had employed them.' The
same sort of conflict is described on the frieze of
the Choragic monument of Lysicrates, which is
commonly called the Lantern of Demosthenes.?
But the scene is laid on earth; and hence it has
been mistaken for the destruction of the Tyrrhene
Pirates, by Bacchus, with his Fauns and Satyrs, as
it is described by Ovid, and Homer, and Nonnus;
but the story is not the same: there is no ship, nor
any thing that intimates violence, or wrong, on the
part of the unfortunate young men, who are bound,
and beaten, and burned, and hewed in pieces.
Some indeed make their escape, as Dolphins ; and
in the back-ground the sea is visible, and conical
hills; and the whole relates to a defeat of the
Arkite priests and worship.

One of the figures, says Stuart, which has been
mistaken for a Hercules (Eteeus, represents a pirate
— he should have said, an Arkite — sitting on a
rock by the sea-side ; despair is in his face ; hisarms
are bound behind him by a cord, which changing
into a Serpent of enormous length, fastens on his
shoulder ; a Satyr is attacking him behind, with
a lighted torch.® If Bacchus was really concerned
in this persecution and butchery, he deserved to
be torn in pieces by the Titans.* But the rest of the

1 Ov. Fasti, ver. xvii-—xlii. 2 Stuart’s Antiquities of Athens, i. 29.
3 Ibid. p. 34. 4 Hygin. Fab. c. clxvii. p. 100,
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fable, nonsensical as it may appear, discloses a little
glimpse of almost undiscernible truth, and shows
what he was originally, before he yielded to the
increasing degeneracy, which, like a rank growth
of ivy, was smothering by degrees the oak of the
Arkite religion. It is said that at first, he was
the son of Proserpine, or Core—that is to say, the
Caer, or oracle of the Flood ; but when he fell a
victim to the rage of the Titans, his heart was
pounded, and mixed up in a potion, which was
administered to Semele, who, becoming pregnant,
gave birth to him amidst a blaze of fire. Sucha
fiction can serve no purpose, except to fix the
identity of the person worshipped under the name
of Bacchus, at different times. He may have been
the subject of various forms of idolatry, and several
persons may have assumed his name : but the object
of all those religious observances, the prototype
of all those ambitious appellations, was one of that
family, to whose memory divine honours have
been paid by most of their descendants ; although,
by degrees, the recollection of them was oblite-
rated, and their honours were transferred to others :
hence, Helius and Selene, or the sun and moon},
were known to be Titans, as well as Oceanus?,
and Tethys®: and hence the Celtic bard calls the

! They say, that the sun and moon using not chariots, but ships,
sail about for ever — Plutarch, iv. 495.

. 2 Ocesnus doubted at first whether he should take part with
Cronus and his brethren against heaven, or not ; but at last resolved
to stay away. — Fragments of Orpheus, p.375. His priests were
timid, and shrunk from their duty ; and so Neptune was numbered
among the idol gods.

3 Apollodor. de Origin Deor.
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priest of Noé and Eseye, who was slain by Hen-
gist, at the great stone fence of their common
sanctuary ', the child of Teithan: and hence the
place, which the blind (Edipus unknowingly pro-
faned by his presence — a place too sacred for him
to enter—was dedicated both toNeptune, and to the
fire-bearing god Titan Prometheus ; and on it stood
the temple of neither, but of the Eumenides, the
daughters of Darkness.?

Kempfer gives a description of some religious
usages in Japan, which is of great service for the
illustration of this subject : one sect of the Sintoists,
he says, suppose, that the soul of Amida, whom the
Budsdoists adore as their saviour, dwelt, by trans-
migration, in the greatest of their gods, Ten Sio
Dai Sin — the essence, as they call him, of Light
and Sun — to whose temple every one ought to go
on pilgrimage ; if not as to the god and protector of
the nation, at least as to its founder and first parent.
His votaries go, in the first place, to the river
Mijangawa, opposite to the temples, there to wash

1 In the place where Morien merited the sacred fire, the sword,
of Hengist resounded on his head. — Davies’s Celtic Mythol. p. 850.
The translator thinks that Eseye in this passage is Isis, from Ess, a
Bhip ; but he does not infer that Noé was a name preserved by
tradition, but only that Aneurin having met with it in Christianity
perceived that it was the same person, to whom his native mytho-
logy consecrated Stonehenge.

2 Sophocles, (Edipus Coloneus, 40 and 55. The Scholiast adds,
that there was a three-headed stone there, Affog Tpixdpares ; an em-
blem, which had some connection with the worship of Isis ; for one

ancient design exhibits her supporting two tablets, in each
of which two priests stand before an altar bearing a rude three-
headed stone. 3¢ If it were more carefully executed, it might easily
be resolved into a crescent, with an upright stone standing in the
middle, the image of the divinity. One of the priests has 8 human
head on his shoulders ; perhaps to mark his superiority ; the others
have the usual heads of animals. — Mon¢fauson, vol. xii. pl. 37.
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and clean themselves : they then visit two temples,
Geku and Naiku Mia. Mia means a temple ; and
not far from it, there is commonly a basin of stone,
full of water. From the second temple they pro-
ceed further up to a neighbouring hill, situated
not far from the coast, to a small cavern, called
Awano Matta, the coast of Heaven. It was in this
cavern the great Ten Sio Dai Sin hid himself, and
thereby depriving the world, the sun, and the stars,
~of their light, showed that he alone is the lord and
fountain of light, and the supreme of all the gods.
From the top of this hill, a large island is seen at a
distance, which, they say, arose out of the ocean in
the times of Ten Sio Dai Sin." The evidence of
which we are in search lies here almost upon the sur-
face ; the language is so plain, that it scarcely needs
any explanation : for, supposing it to be historically
true that they had a king of that name, it is dis-
tinctly shown that he was the object of their wor-
ship, only inasmuch as the soul of Amida, the
deliverer, was held to dwell in him by transmigra-
tion, only inasmuch as he personified the founder
and first parent of the nation; and then, his rock
basins, his sacred cave, and that, too, at the top of
a mountain near the sea, the darkness in which the
world was plunged when he entered it, and the island
which arose out of the midst of the ocean in his days,
are the most familiar features in the religion of the
Arkites. Moreover, it is evident, that the sun
was not worshipped from any natural admiration of
that great luminary, but solely because he was

1 Kempfer's History of Japan, pp. 213, 226. 231.
VOL. II. K
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identified with the founder and father of the nation
and the religious rite most used in his worship was
purification by water ; for the fact that the world
was so purified from the sins of its inhabitants was
not forgotten, and even they, who changed the
element into fire in their sacred rites, retained the
notion of purification. Thus Aneurin speaks of
the festival of May, in which the Celts celebrated
the praise of the holy ones, in the presence of the
purifying fire.'! Now, the festival of May was,
probably, the festival of the new year, which,
many generations after the flood, would naturally
date from the first opening of the Ark, and the
first revival of nature from a state of death and
destruction.

There was an old tradition, that Noah finished
the Ark in the month of May?*; and since he went
into the Ark on the 17th day of the second month,
and left it on the 27th of the second month in the
following year, if the months were determined by
the moon, as those of the Jews were afterwards,
and consequently the lunar year contained 354 days,
it follows that Noah remained in the Ark 365 days,
or just a solar year. The whole narrative accord-
ingly, to use the words of Schubert, has the ap-
pearance of belonging to a people, to whom the
solar and the lunar year were already known, and
both periods are included in the narrative, as in a

1 Davies's Celtic Mythology, p. 372.

2 Georgii Cedreni Histor. Compendium. Hence, it came to pass
that women avoided marriage in the month of May, and in that
month the greatest of lustrations or purifications by water was per-
formed. — Plut. iii. 165.
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hieroglyphic.. If then Ideler’s computation be
correct, and the new year in the time of Moses
began about the first of April in the Julian Ca-
lendar, on the day of the vernal equinox', May
was the second month, and consequently it was the
month in which Noah left the Ark. It is nothing
wonderful that we meet with the new year’s festival
in different months of the year, when we consider
the great diversity of periods assigned to its com-
mencement at different times, and in different
countries ; for instance, the Athenians began their
year at the summer solstice®; the inhabitants of
Asia Minor at the autumnal equinox ; the Romans
at the winter solstice ; the Arabs and Damascenes
at the vernal equinox. The Newrus?, or new year,
was one of the most sacred festivals of the Persians ;
but it was not till 1079 that Dochelaleddin Melek
Schah fixed it to the day of the equinox: before
that it must have wandered in the course of 1440
years through all the months. It was then eighteen

! Nur so viel ist gewiss, dass der Aehrenmonat zur Moses Zeit
nichts vor den ersten Tagen des julianischen Aprils, auf die damals
die Friihlingsnachgleiche traf, angefangen haben kénne. — Lehrbuch
der Chronologie von Dr. Ludwig Ideler, p.204.

2 Simplic. Comment. in Phys. Arist. lib.v. p. 205. Before
January and February were added by Numa, the Romans had only
ten months in the year ; the Acarnanians had six ; the Arcadians
four ; and some barbarous nations only three: the Egyptian year at
first consisted of only one month, and afterwards of four——Plutarch’s
Life of Numa.

3 Rus means day, consequently Newrus must be the new day.
It is remarkable that their other great festival, that of Mithras,
which, as we have seen, related to the same occurrence, was cele-
brated in autumn, as if they were determined to make sure by not
letting either of the equinoxes slip through their hands; for so,
tradition says, that the ancient year of the Arabs. began in the
autumn. — JIdeler, pp. 478. 497.

K 2
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days before the equinox. Even among neigh-
bouring and kindred tribes the same difference is
observable!; for the Athenians, as I have stated,
began their year at the summer solstice, the Beeo-
tians at the winter solstice, and the Lacedemonians
at the autumnal equinox. The nations of Europe
in the middle ages had a great variety of dates for
the commencement of the year. In England, for
instance, till the 13th century, the civil year began
on the 25th of December, and afterwards on the
25th of March; the liturgical year on the first
Sunday in Advent: but still the first of January
was observed as the popular feast day, on which the
old custom was observed of exchanging presents
and good wishes.? Itis evident, therefore, that
the popular observance of the new year has no ne-
cessary connection with the New Year’s Day of the
calendar; and nothing can more strongly prove
the retentive force of religious usages, even when
the motive is forgotten, than the permanence of
the May festival in this country, which was first
celebrated by the purifying fire of the Celtic magi;
then by the circular dance round the Maypole,
which, like the club of Hercules, was an emblem
of the central Mount ; and lastly in our own days
by the Corybantic music of the little chimney-
sweepers. In the Indian notion of purification
both fire and water were combined ; and hence we

1 That the Hindu year has had different beginnings is evinced
by the practice of the Chinese, and Siamese, who had their astro-
nomy from India, and still begin their years either from the sun’s
departure from the winter solstice, or from the preceding new moon.

~ Davies in Asiat. Res. iii. 394.
2 Ideler's Lehrbuch der Chron. p. 404.
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hear of a stone temple in the middle of a tank in
Cashmeer, where devotees surround themselves
with fire, till they are consumed, and think they are
thereby pleasing the Deity; and at Nagama there
is a sacred stream, on the borders of which many
fanatics consume themselves with fire': but the
parallel between the two elements may be ex-
tended further. Fire and water were not only
viewed alike as instruments of purification, but as
instruments of destruction too; a point of view so
diametrically opposite to that which we have been
considering, that it has occasioned an apparent con-
tradiction in the history of the giants; and we be-
hold them under an aspect as different as that of
a person who looks at the reflection of his own face
on the back of a bright silver spoon, first in one
direction, and then in another; in one position
shortened, and prodigiously dilated ; in the other
thin and lengthened ; yet it is the same face which
he views : and so the giants who under one aspect
were of the party who conquered the deluge by
surviving it, under another are the gigantic powers
of the deluge itself; and on this principle the
triumph over them was commemorated by the Ro-
mans at the beginning of the year in the festival of
Victory?: and for the same reason the giants
Otus and Ephialtes, the sons of Neptune?, are said
to have imprisoned Ares in a brazen cage during

! Gladwin's Translation of the Ayeen Akbery, ii. 183,

2 Féte de la Victoire. Lorsquel'année commengoit, on venoit de
célébrer 1a victoire remportée sur les Géans, — Hist. du Calendrier,
par M. Court de Gebelin, p.227.

3 Discours Préliminaire, p. 149. by the same author.

K 8
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thirteen (lunar) months'; for Ares is only an
Hellenic version of the Hebrew Arets, the earth.
On the other hand the Hindoos, whose fictions are
usually more extravagant than those of the West,
represent the punishment of the sinful world at the
eera of the deluge to have been effected by fire in-
stead of water. They say, that the genius of the
planet, which they call Sani, that is, Saturn, was
born in Arkisthan, the country of the Ark; and it
was during his government that his pious subjects
fled to the hilly countries bordering on the river
Nanda, while the irreligious and rash perished in
the deserts of burning sand, to which the eyes of
the tyrant sun reduced all the plains, on which he
looked.” Meantime his brother was performing
his devotions on Trisringa, or the mountain with
three peaks. In this account there is an evident
mixture of some persecution of the Arkites grafted
upon the facts which formed the foundation of
their system; the preservation of some pious persons
upon the diluvian mount. Nanda is used for the
Nile, andis the name of Siva’s bull; just asNeptune,
the god of ocean, is called by Hesiod Taurine :
and it may be reasonably conjectured that Sani’s
name may be connected with the Ark through the
medium of the Hebrew Sana: for the city Debir,
. which has the additional name of Kirjath Sana, or
the city of Sana in the book of Joshua?, is said by
the Chaldee Paraphrast upon the book of Judges*

! Hom. Iliad. lib.v. 885. Or it may be M\, Ari, the dilu-
vian Lion, from Aron the Ark.

2 From the Uttara Charitra. — dsiat. Ree. iii. 154.
3 Joshua, xv. 49, 4 Judges, i. 11.
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to be synonymous with Kirjath Arche.! Seneh is
the name of one of the sharp rocks that stood in
the passage of Michmash.? 1In the Greek of the
Seventy it is Senna?, andit is derived from a word
which signifies a sharp rock.* It has been already
shown that Shang in Chinese signifies 2 mountain,
and that the Indian Sani with his trident and bow
has been identified with Menu and Noah, and may
be recognised in Shony, the object of superstitious
observance among the Irish Celts up to a very
recent period.

1 9;-'!8, apyn, princeps, Chald. 2 1 Sam: xiv. 4.
3 ngp. 4 -] scopulus acutus.
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CHAP. XVIIL

SACRED 1SLANDS. == ANCIENT NOTICES OF BRITAIN. — THE
FORTUNATE ISLESy NOT THE AZORES, NOR THE CANARIES,
NOR OASES, NOR BERGAZI, NOR IN LAKE TRITONIS, NOR
PLATO’S ATLANTIS. — LEGENDS CONCERNING THE OGY-
GIAN ISLAND AND THE HESPERIDES EXPLAINED, —
HESIOD’S TARTARUS THE BRITISH ISLES. — SATURN’S
SACRED CELL. — BARIS IN BRITAIN. — PINDAR’S HYPER-
BOREAN SACRIFICE.~— VISIT OF PERSEUS TO ATLAS.

THE learned and laborious antiquary, who first ex-
plored the early history of Ireland, maintains that
the round towers of that country were constructed
for the worship of fire by Magian colonies, who
came from Persia, as well as the sacred cells at
New Grange and other places. There may,
doubtless, be sufficient ground for believing that
they were sometimes so appropriated by the more
recent usurpation of that sect; but it can never
be admitted, that the worship of fire was their
original destination in a country, which abounds
so much with evidence of Arkite worship. The
Celts were uniformly attached to these rites, and
have left behind them the most durable monuments
of that attachment,—towers, and pyramids, and
pillars, and tumuli, and Cromlechs, and rocking-
stones, and rock basins. The inquiry, therefore,
into the nature and amount of the evidence which



SACRED ISLANDS. 187

they afford, necessarily comprises all the British
islands ; for their first inhabitants were all branches
from the same Celtic stock ; and since they were
undoubtedly of Eastern origin, and their affinity
to those nations who settled on the banks of the
Indus, as well as on the shores of the Mediterranean
and Baltic, has been unanswerably concluded from
an accurate examination and analysis of those
languages !, it might be expected that some in-
cidental notices of their early intercourse would
be discoverable here and there in ancient writers
fond of traditionary lore, although scarcely, per-
haps, intelligible to their less informed contem-
poraries, and although the facts themselves would
be in process of time totally forgotten or misunder-
stood. Accordingly, Mr. Wilford was assured by
the Brahmins, that a great intercourse anciently
subsisted between India and the countries in the
West ; and that the British Isles are described in
the Puranas, one of them being called Breta-st’han,
or the Place of Religious Duty ?; but the general
name was Tricatachel, or the Mountain with Three

! Thus, as in the Sanscrit language, words merely in sequence
have an influence on each other in the change of terminations and
sometimes of initial letters, which change is called S8andhi, or con-
junction; so in the Celtic dialects permutations, in many respects
analogous to those of Sandhi, are constant and indispensable in the
formation of sentences: thus for yn pen, we read ym ; for yn bara,
ym mara. Colonel Vans Kennedy, therefore, has ventured a great
deal too far, in his ‘“ Researches into the Origin and Affinity of the
Principal Languages of Asis and Europe,” when he ventured to con-
tradict the assertion of Davis in the preface to his Dictionary : “ Au-
sim affirmare linguam Britannicam (Celticam) tum vocibus, tum
phrasibus et orationis contextu, tum literarum pronuntiatione mani-
festam cum orientalibus habere congruentiam et affinitatem,” p. 85

— Prichard on the Celtic Nations, p.21.
2 As. Res. iii. 49,
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Peaks, which were Suvarnacuta, Rajatacuta, and
Ayacuta ; for every island was deemed a fit repre-
sentative of the insulated mountain, which first
cheered the sight of the ark-preserved mariners ;
and the three peaks of the Indian Ararat were,
therefore, readily transferred in imagination to all
islands. This accounts for the triangular shape attri-
buted to Leuce, the White Island, and to Rhodes :
and hence, Delos was fabled to have been broken
off from Sicily’, because it was reputed to be
Trinacria, or three-peaked, like Meru. If Bailly
had paid sufficient attention to this constant asso-
ciation of ideas which prevailed during many ge-
nerations after the Flood, he would never have
asked such questions as these : * Ne trouvez-vous
pas, Monsieur, quelque chose de singulier, dans
cet amour des anciens pour les iles? Tout ce
quil y a de sacré, de grand, et d’antique ¢’y est
passé; pourquoi les habitans du continent ont-ils
donné cet avantage aux iles sur le continent
méme? ”? The answer is very obvious — they
were sacred objects in the view of all those who
looked back tothe time, when the mountain-peaks,
appearing like islands above the water, gave their
forefathers the first assurance of approaching de-
liverance : hence the peaks of the mountain were
also called in India, Dwipes, 4. e. islands, or, at least,
a country between two waters. One of them,
Rajata dwip, is also called, and more commonly,
the White Island (Suetadwip), and the Island of

! Lardner’s Geograpﬁy, in Cab. Encyel. p.146.
2 Lettres sur 1’ Atlantide, p. 361.
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the Moon (Chandradwip). This name, however, is
applied generally to all the sacred islands of theWest,
which reminds us that some of those islands are
still called Mona, and Po-mona ; and Albion, which
is Aristotle’s name for England', has been de-
duced from Al-fion, the White Island? and the
same sense would be implied, if its etymology were
from the Latin Albus.> Suvarnadwip, or the Golden
Island, contains the gardens of the Hesperides,
which are described in the Puranas; and it is said
that, from the earliest periods, Suvarneya was
considered the abode of the Pitris, or Progenitors ;
and there were two places where they might be con-
sulted : the first was on the summit of the highest
mountain in the island ; the second is declared to
be a narrow cave, in a small island in a lake, the
waters of which were bitter. ‘There was the
entrance of the Dirgha, or long passage into
the infernal regions, which is often mentioned in
the Puranas. Now, when it is considered that
" Suvarneya may become Hybernia®, by a change
no greater than that which convertes Hule into
Silva, and Hus into Sus, and that Ireland is called
by ancient geographers the Sacred Island®; and

1 De Mundo, c. 3. 2 Lardner’s Geography.

3 Some maintain that all mountains were called by the Celts Alps,
or Albs, from Alp, or Alb, white. — Univers. History, vol. vi.

4 Pomponius Mela calls it Juverna, which seems to be the con-
necting link between the two. Aristotle shortens it into Ierne ;
the first portion of which alone is preserved in our vernacular
Ireland.

6 Ast hinc duobus in sacram (sic insulam
Dixere prisci) solibus cursus rati est :

Hec inter undas multa cespitem jacet
Eamque late gens Hibernorum colit.
Propinqua rursus insula Albionum patet.
R. F. Avienus, Ora Maritima.
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when it is further recollected that the Celts appro-
priated the highest mountains to their worship, and
that the waters of Lough Dearg enclose the narrow
cell of purgatory, it is impossible not to own that
such a concurrence of circumstantial evidence to
identify the two names, can neither be fortuitous,
nor the effect of artifice; for even if the Brahmins
were bent upon deception, there must have been
some pre-existing materials on which they set them-
selves to work, without which they could not have
approached so nearly to the truth; for the same
reason, some confirmation of the same prevailing
belief may be deduced from Lucian ; although, at
first sight, his evidence may seem wholly inadmis-
sible, because he declares beforehand that there
is not a word of truth in it. But the work, in
which he introduces the Fortunate Isles, is in-
tended to be a satire upon historians, and therefore
there would be no point or sense in the fiction,
unless it be considered as caricaturing received
stories. He represents Hercules exploring the
Atlantic Ocean', and visiting the land of Endymion,
or the moon : he reaches an icy sea, and then arrives
at a white island, in which a temple was dedicated
to the Nereid Galatea; and at the Isles of the
Blessed, where he was addressed in Greek, and
near which was Ogygia, whither he carried letters
from Ulysses to Calypso: from all which, thus
much at least may be inferred, that one subject
of his ridicule was the prevailing opinion that, far
towards the north, but yet among the Fortunate

I Lucian. Hist. Vera.
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Isles, and consequently under a temperate climate,
there was one distinguished by the name of the
White Island, in which the deities of the sea were
adored ; and another, the land of darkness, where
Ulysses was supposed to have visited the spirits of
the dead. Claudian seems to have adopted this
opinion, when he speaks of a place surrounded by
the ocean, on the furthest coast of Gaul, where
Ulysses evoked the dead with libations of blood.!
It is, in fact, no more than his own explanation,
which was, perhaps, the common explanation of
Homer’s statement, that Ulysses went to the
furthest part of the ocean, to the country of the
Cimmerii, who are covered with perpetual dark-
ness ’, which must have some mysterious meaning
independent of their geographical position in the
West ; for it is stated that the sun never shines
upon them, not even when he sets. Cimmerii
may be derived from the Hebrew Cemarim, who,
in our translation of the Bible, are called idolatrous
priests.?

Josiah we are told “put away the idolatrous priests,
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn
incense in the high places in the cities of Judah,
and in the places round about Jerusalem; them
also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and
to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host
of heaven.” The Cemarim are here plainly dis-

1 Est locus, extremum pandit qua Gallia litus,
Oceani pretentus aquis, quo fertur Ulysses
Sanguine libato populum movisse silentiim.

2 Odyss. xi. 13. 3 D" 2 Kings, xxiii. 5.
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tinguished from the priests of Baal, from the
Magians, and from the Sabians. Their only cha-
racteristic is, that they burned incense in high
places. The same distinction is observed by Ze-
phaniah, when he says, ‘I will cut off the remnant
of Baal from this place, and the name of the Che-
marims with the priests; and them that worship
the host of heaven upon the housetops; and
them that worship, and that swear by the Lord,
and that swear by Malcham.”' Here the wor-
shippers of Baal are placed in the same sort
of antithesis to the Chemarims, as they who wor-
ship the host of heaven are to those who swear by
the Lord, and who swear by Malcham. These
last, it seems, had not abjured the Lord by setting
up the sun, or any image in his place; they re-
membered the God who sent a deluge upon the
earth ; but they also swore by Malcham. They
paid an equal worship to their ancient king, (for so
Malcham is translated by the Seventy and, in the
Arabic version,) Melech Ham, who, like the Phce-
nician Hercules, Melcarthus, and the Italian Meli-
certe, was deemed the commander of the ship. The
resorts of their idolatry, therefore, would be the
sacred cells in high places; and accordingly we have
seen that the Cimmerii are reported to have had
their abodes in' subterraneous places, called Ar-
gille, that is to say, in miniatures of the Ark.
Lardner suggests another etymology, with which
this habit of the Cimmerians equally well accords :
they may take their name from the Arabic Camar,

t Zephaniah, i. 4, 5. 2 Ephorus in Strabo, lib. v.



ANCIENT NOTICES OF BRITAIN. 148

the moon : for Plutarch gives us some strange in.
formation with respect to the moon, which can
only be unriddled by recollecting with what it was
associated by the Arkites. He says, ¢ there are
cavities in the moon, the largest of which is termed
the sacred recess of Hecate, where the spirits of
the dead exact and suffer punishment for wrongs
committed ; and there are two of a smaller size,
through which they pass: for they have two aper-
tures, one towards heaven, called Elysium, the
other towards the earth, which is called the place
of Persephone; but not the Persephone of the
lower regions, for she is only Core',” or Caer the
Oracle. We have here two descriptions of sacred
cells; one in which penances are performed,
another for the rites of initiation. Those who pass
through them successfully, enter into a state of
blessedness; but those who fail return to earth,
to the place of the oracle, which they left. And
as these cells were often Cromlechs, or stones
placed on purpose to form a cell, Kumra signifies
in Arabic rocks, that have been moved from moun-
tains into valleys.? And if, when Tacitus says that
the Scythians called ships Camerse, he gives us
literally their expression, it admirably illustrates
the connection between the Argillee and the Ark.?
In general they would be quite dark; from most

‘1 Plut. de Facie que in Orbe Lune apparet, c. 29. — Op. Mo.
vol. viii. Kdpy 7¢ xai Iepospim xéxrnras, c. 27.
. 2 Vallancey, Collect. de Reb. Hib. vol. iv,

3 Vallancey says, that when the ancient Irish fitted out a marine
expedition, the Commander was named Fo muir, or Arg. He
thinks that Euripides meant Ireland by Argos, vol. iv. Preface.
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at least of the natural caverns light would be ex-
cluded; and hence Cimmerian darkness became a
proverb. It was a superstition, which laid strong
hold upon popular credulity, of which we have
some curious evidence in the accounts given by the
Arabian navigators in the middle ages, that in the
Atlantic they were generally forced back again by
the deep darkness, which lowered over the West.!
Vallancey was so much persuaded, that although
Ulysses was a fictitious name implying the chieftain
of a ship? yet his adventures are drawn from a
real voyage to the British Isles, that he discovers
Scylla and Charybdis in Ireland — Scylla in Scull,
near Cape Clear, and Charybdis from Carb, a ship,
and Deis, to impede. In the same neighbourhood
Cean Tail is the land of the sorcerers, the Suire
or Syrens, and the promontory of Cuirce, Kirk, or
Circe, now called Cork Head. It is certain that
travellers have looked in vain for a literal Scylla
and Charybdis, in the Mediterranean. If they are
not mere creatures of the imagination, they must
have had a mystical sense : but whether they are
to be transferred to the British Isles or not, the ar-
rival of a Ulysses in Calidonia is testified by an in-
scription on an altar.> The namé alone, therefore,
might almost warrant the conclusion, that the Ca-
lidonia, to which Ulysses was sent as the land of

1 Ibn El Vardi. Notices et extraits des MSS. de 1a Bibliothéque
du Roi, p.11. — Lardner’s Geog. p. 28.

2 Ulysses, from Aouls, princeps, and Si, or Ess, navis, iv. 26. If
this be 80, Ulysses was the original name, and Odysseus is a corruption

the Greeks.

3 Ulyxem Calidonie appulsum manifestat ara Greecis literis scripta
—Votum. — Solinus, p.27. .
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spirits, for the purpose of consulting an oracle, must
have been one of those called Khalidat by the
Oriental writers, and which were so much regarded
by the Greeks, that from them they began their
reckoning of the longitude. Certain statues erected
in them and pointing to the west are most absurdly
attributed to Alexander the Great, because he is
known in the East by the name of Dhou’lkariin,
the two-horned.! The statues were doubtless ship
temples, which, beingshaped like a crescent, had two
horns; and if England was their site, the notion of
their pointing to the west may have arisen from the
belief, that Ogygia, the land of darkness, lay still
farther in that direction?: Ireland was peculiarly
the sacred island. Abul Fazel observes that on
account of the mildness of the climate, the beauty
of the flowers, the excellence of their fruits, and
the delightful vendure of the soil, navigators named
these islands Khalidat or Paradises, and Saadat, or
Fortunate®: and it has been commonly taken for
granted, that this and similar descriptions of the
Western Isles are to be understood of the Azores ;
but it is an assumption, not only without sufficient
ground, but contrary to evidence: for in the first
place, the Fortunate Isles were only ten degrees

! Lardner's Hist. of Geography, p. 172.

2 Plutarch, de Facie que in Orbe Lune apparet, sect. 26. He
makes Ogygia distant from the continent 5000 stadia, which, if
measured from the south coast of France to Ireland, is not far from
the fact.

8 Ayeen Akbery, ii. 821. The panegyric to Constantius by
Eumenius in Zosimus calls Britain happiest of all countries ; and it
is the uaxapwy yyao of Lycophron, according to Taetzes.

VOL. II, L
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distant from the shore' of the continent, which is
not true of any part of the Azores; but with re-
spect to Ireland, which lies between the fifth and
tenth degrees west of the meridian of Greenwich,
it is a tolerably accurate representation of the fact.
In the next place, they were not discovered till
the middle of the fiftenth century by Joshua Van
der Berg of Bruges; and from his description and
the best authenticated annals, it appears that they
were entirely destitute, not only of inhabitants, but
also of every description of animals, except hawks,
crows, falcons, and migratory birds.? It is evident,
therefore, that these desolate islands were either
wholly unknown to the ancients, or at least wholly
disregarded by them, and certainly could never
have cut so conspicuous a figure in their mythology.
Lastly, it is said, that in ancient times they were
inhabited, but are now inundated ; which is a state-
ment, that, literally understood, would be as de-
stitute of evidence as it is of truth. But let it be
understood of certain islands intimately connected
by commemorative rites with traditions of a general
deluge, and then the facts and the sayings have a
sufficient correspondence. The story of the in-
undation is manifestly the same as that of Plato?®;

1 Plutarch makes the distance as much as 10,000 furlongs ; but
since Sertorius, after passing the straits, turned to the right along the
Spanish shore, and there met with sailors returning from those
islands, they could not be the Azores. — Life of Sertorius.

2 Hlstory of the Azores, 1818, p. 29.

3 TIpd 7ov orémareq, § xahsite ‘Hpaxhéovs orihag — Ttmwul,
iii. 24. Both Buffon and Whitehurst thought that the Canaries,
the Azores, and Teneriffe are only the summits of mountains be-
longing to some submerged Atlantis. The latter, however, includes
Ireland: we may very well assent to this opinion, if the submersion
be understood to have taken place at the deluge.
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whose Atlantis was an immense island, larger than
Asia and Africa together, close to the Straits of
Gibraltar. The double import of the tale, as is
often the case in myths, disturbs in some degree
the unity of the picture. As it was a comme-
morative isle, it must have some locality ; and it
is of importance to the future progress of the argu-
ment to observe that it is placed at the mouth of
the Straits. But the prototype was not to be lost
sight of;; and therefore an enormous magnitude
was given it, and it is no wonder that it was larger
than half the earth, when it signified in fact the
whole globe. Accordingly, the writer, after giving
the reins to his imagination for some time in de-
scribing the antediluvian world, towards the con-
clusion checks his fancy, and draws close to the
language of truth : he says, that when the divine
portion of their nature became feeble by its mixture
with mortality, and human propensities obtained
the mastery over them, they disgraced themselves,
and became vile in the eyes of the clear-sighted,
and being filled with ambition and injustice, gained
credit only with those who could not see the true
path to a life of happiness; which, being observed
by Jupiter, the righteous ruler, he saw that it was
necessary to inflict punishment on that wretchedly
corrupted race, as a warning to others to live more
soberly. Wherefore he assembled all the gods in
their most honoured abode, in the centre of the
world.' And here the narrative abruptly ter-
minates; but another dialogue supplies the final
1 Platon. Dial. Critias, iii, 121.
L 2
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result of their deliberations. An inundation de-
stroyed all the inhabitants, and the island, over-
whelmed by the sea, disappeared.! This is a frag-
ment of real history mixed up with a vague account
of a real island, in which that deluge was comme-
morated. Its features are easily distinguished. It
was the portion of Neptune, who had a temple
there on a hill, in the middle of the island, and yet
near the sea, which was admitted by a canal into
three circular moats. It had a barbaric form ?;
probably because it was an imitation of the Baris:
and it was fenced round with gold.> Now it is not
to be supposed that all this is merely an idle fiction
without an object : the author doubtless had in his
mind some island, in the existence of which he
himself believed, and of which he had received some
vague accounts. But at the same time it is obvious
that his delineation of it is not drawn from nature:
he does not give us the measurements and the
elevation, as it were, of an actual temple ; but only
sketches out to us an intimation of the sort of re-
ligion observed there, and then fills up his canvas
with the colourings of poetry. He is not even
solicitous to preserve any sort of historical con-
sistency : for the island was not a flat and level
plain, which some unusual commotion of the sea
might easily inundate ; but, on the contrary, lofty
and precipitous towards the sea®, and girt round

1 Plat. Dial. Timeus, p. 25.

2 Eldog ¥ 71 BapBapixiy Exevros. — Critias. Op. iii. 116.

3 TepsBirg xpuvod mepiBebanuévor. Ibid.

4 Tpidpa (Ymids kal duiTopos ik JardrTng & Tomos dmag. — Critias,
iii. 118,
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with mountains far exceeding any that now remain
in number and magnitude, like the Ilavratta of the
Hindoos encompassing the golden Meru. More-
over, whatever may be thought of the history of
Atlantis, the historyof Athens is pretty well known;
and even Plato himself could scarcely believe, that
at any period before the time of Solon, Athens was
so strong and powerful as to rescue Europe from
subjugation by these extraordinary people, who had
extended their dominion not only over the other
islands, but even to Egypt and Etruria.! Civil
history rejects the tale as impossible and contrary
to the known condition of the world ; but it is
quite consistent with the history of religious con-
tention. The emissaries of the Arkites sent from
an island beyond the Straits of Gibraltar may have
struggled to revive their rites in the Mediterranean,
and especially in those countries where it has been
already shown, that they long maintained their
ground, in Etruria and Egypt. For from another
quarter we learn ?, that the Atlantians boasted, that
among them the gods were born, and that the
Titans were the progeny of their first rulers, Heaven
and Earth, and that being jealous of their relative
Helius, and fearing he would obtain the supreme
power, they drowned him in Eridanus, and that his
sister Selene, on hearing of his fate, threw herself
from the top of the house, and died. But Helius
comforted his mother in a vision by vowing
vengeance against the Titans, and predicting his
own exaltation into the sun, and Selene’s to the
! In Timeo, iii. 25. 2 Diodor. Sic. lib. iii. p.189.
L3
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moon, which till then had been called Mene. Any
one who has weighed the evidence already adduced
with respect to the Titans, and Eridanus, will see
at once the drift of this story; and perhaps the
tradition of a deluge is partly indebted for its pre-
servation to an opinion among the party which
eventually prevailed, that submersion was the ap-
propriate retribution for their defeated adversaries.

But in order to ascertain the real country to
which Plato points, it is further to be observed,
that of all the Titans, the most illustrious were
Atlas and Saturn. But the abode of Saturn was
in the British Isles, where his slumbers were
guarded by the apostate Briareus, who was charged
not to let him escape'; therefore, they were also
the Atlantis, the abode of Atlas. Again, Nep-
tune is said to have lived in the Islands of the
Blessed ?, in which point those islands coincide with
that to which Atlas gave his name; therefore,
those islands were the British Islands. It may
possibly be objected, that Mount Atlas, if we are
to look for a single hill of that name, distinct from
the range of mountains which bears it, stands
upon the coast of Africa, and is a lofty promontory
projecting into the sea, near the Canary Islands,
which therefore have a better claim to be con-
sidered the Fortunate Islands ; but, in truth, they
have no better claim than many other places,
which, from some accidental advantages of situation,

1 *Ey §f 2dv Kpbvoy xateipyfas ppovpoipevey Smi ol Bpdpew xabeiBorra
— moMhovg B8 mepl abrdy elvas daluovas éwadods xal Sepdworras. —
Plutarch. de Defectu Oraculorum, sect. 18.

2 "Ev wakdpay axnas vigos. — Apollodor. lib. iii.
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have shared the same honour. In the time of
Herodotus, the Oases, near Egypt, were called the
Islands of the Blessed !, and it is no wonder that
they appeared such to travellers, who arrived there
hungry, and thirsty, and weary, from the vast
deserts which encompassed them. But there were
other reasons, too, for that denomination: on a
hill in the Oasis stands Siwa, which seems to have
been a place sacred to the Indian god of the deluge,
Siva, or, as he was called in Egypt, Sevek ; for so
the temple of Jupiter Ammon is called Kaimabaida,
the house, or home, of Budha?; and a recent
traveller informs us, that the condition of this
country is little different from that near the sea,
the same effects being produced by the lakes,
brooks, and springs *; so that it was well adapted
for Arkite rites. Proceeding further westward, we
find the gardens of the Hesperides again at Bergazi,
formerly Berenice, which is the locality assigned
to them by Pliny.* Scylax described them as
two stadia across each way, filled with thickly-
planted fruit trees, and inaccessible on all sides.
Captain Beechey saw several quarries sixty or
seventy feet deep, some of which were partly or
entirely filled with water, but none of them so large
as Scylax mentions.® It is evident that to dignify
these excavations, however fruitful, with the title

1 Herod. lib. iii. sect. 26.

2 And s0 in the temple of Osiris at Abydos M. Chevalier recog-
nised the figures of Jaggrenot, Gonez (Ganesa), and Vichnou, just
as they are represented in the temples of Hindostan. — Savary's
Lettres sur I’ Egypte, ii. 92.

3 Scholz. Reise, p. 85. 4 Nat. Hist. lib. v. c. 5.

5 Beechey's Travels in Africa, p. 330.

L 4
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of the far-famed Western Isles, is much too high a
compliment. Lucan, again, carries these gardens
still further westward, to the Lake Tritonis in the
lesser Syrtis.! In the lake there was an island,
and in the island a temple, dedicated nominally to
Venus, but, in fact, to the power of reproduction ;
but in all these instances, besides the insignificance
of the places themselves, and their unworthiness
of so much honour, there is one insuperable ob-
jection to their pretensions. The Hesperides were
in the north of Europe. The eleventh labour of
Hercules was to fetch the golden apples of Juno
out of the Hesperides, from the Hyperborean
people? in which expedition he passed by the
Pyrenazan mountain, and the streams of Eridanus,
which belong to the land of the Celts. It has
been already shown, that every sacred river was
an Eridanus; here, then, it must be the Garonne.?
Apollodorus, too, expressly says, that the Hesperian
apples were not in Libya, as some have imagined,
but at the Atlas, among the Hyperboreans.' Now,
if we inquire who these people were, Hecatzeus and
other Grecian antiquaries reply, that they inhabited
an island in the ocean, that is, in the Atlantic, op-
posite to Gaul, and not less than Sicily ; so far to
the north, as to be beyond the quarter from which
the wind Boreas blows, and yet remarkable for the
1 Strabo, lib. ix. 209.
2 *E¢ domepldoy ix Ty vzeplopéwy. — Johann. Tzetz. Hist. Chil.
) (ili;;iscim confirms this ; he speaks of Celtica tellus Eridani fontis
contingens rauca fluenta. — Prisciani Periegesis, p.280. The

Celtica tellus was the western part of France.
4 Exi o0 "AtAavros 'y imep€ipeass. — Apollodor. lib, ii.
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temperateness of its climate and the productiveness
of its soil. They used to maintain relations of
peculiar amity with Athens and with Delos, both
of which, it has been shown, were originally seats
of the Arkite sect.' But subsequently, and per-
haps for this very reason, they became priests of
Apollo, and worshipped him with extraordinary
devotion; and this is in exact accordance with
Plutarch’s report of transactions in Ireland, or,
at least, in that Ogygian island which lay beyond
Britain; for there, in later times, the votaries of
the apostate Hercules mixed with the people of
Saturn, and enforced upon them the usages of
Greece, and persuaded them to subordinate Saturn,
and to pay the first honours to Hercules.? When
they had achieved this victory, the worshippers of
the sun placed the captive image of Atlas within
the temple of Pheebus®; Atlas being the image of
the deity of the mountain partly immersed in water,
for the swelling waves broke against his knees.
But the Atlantians never forgave the blow, and
therefore were in the habit of cursing the sun,
both when he rose and when he set* Herodotus

! Diod. Sie. lib.ii. p. 130.

2 Plutarch. de Facie que in Orbe Lune apparet, sect. 26.

3 In the same temple Vulcan had, presagl arte, represented the

ship Argo. — Val. Flac. Argon. v. 424. Therefore the sacred ship
existed there before the Argonautic expedition.
4 stat ferreus Atlas
Oceano, genibusque tumens infringitur unda.
Valer. Flaccus. Argonaut. v. 411.
Atlantes solem exsecrantur et dum oritur et dum occidit.
Pomponius Mela, lib. i. c. 8.
Apollodorus mentions, that, in sacrificing to Hercules, which may
be supposed to have been a compulsory service, the inhabitants of
the Hesperides were accustomed to curse him, lib. ii.

5
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furnishes us with some indirect evidence, that the
connection between the British Isles, and Athens,
and Delos, was a community of religious usages.
Minerva was the tutelary genius of Athens; but
as her rites were imported from Egypt, it is there
that we must look for their original character.
Now, it has been already mentioned, that in the
area consecrated to her at Sais great obelisks of
stone were placed, like those, probably, which, in
this country, we call Druidical ; and in the circular
tank, which was as large as that at Delos, or rather
in the sanctuary which it contained, the mysteries
were exhibited, which the daughters of Danaus
taught to the Pelasgian women, and which, though
rejected by the Dorians, were retained by the Ar-
cadians, or Arkites. ¢ The Pelasgi,” says the his-
torian’, ¢ formerly inhabited Samothrace ; and
those who have been initiated into the mysteries
of the Cabiri, which the Samothracians received
from the Pelasgi, know this to be true.” They
gave no names to their gods, for they had never
heard of any ; but, in process of time, they learned
them from Egypt. Now Artemidorus affirms
that Ceres and Proserpine were worshipped in an
island near Britain, with the same rites as in Samo-
thrace.? Those names, indeed, were as much
unknown to them as to the ancient Pelasgi: but
still it is plain that the mysteries practised there
were the same as the Egyptians, and conse-
quently the Athenians, practised in their worship
1 Herod. lib. ii. sect. 51. Almost all the names of the gods came

out of Egypt into Greece. Ibid.
2 Univ. Hist. vol. vi.
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of Minerva; the same which belonged equally
to the tank at Sais, and to that at Delos. So
much, then, and no more being known of their
religious usages, it was taken for granted that the
Dionysiac mysteries were equally observed ; and
Avienus scruples not to affirm that troops of
women used to celebrate the Orgies of Bacchus,
and the night was spent in sacred song.! To the
songs of the Bacchanals, therefore, Euripides, per-
haps, alludes, when he makes the Chorus wish
that they were *on the fruitful shore of the
chaunting nymphs, the Hesperides, where the
ruler of the ocean allows no further progress
through the dark waters to mariners ; for to him is
assigned that venerated boundary of the heaven,
which Atlas sustains; and there ambrosial foun-
tains flow along the couches of the divine abodes,
whereby the bountiful consecrated ground yields
more abundant felicity to the gods.”* The foun-
tains that flow along the sacred couches will best
be understood when we come to consider the rock
basins and contrivances to secure water at the
! hic chorus ingens
Feminei ccetus puleri colit orgia Bacchi :

Producit noctem Ludus sacer.
R. F. Avien. Descriptio Orbis, p.T51.

2 ‘EaxeplBoy 8 dx} pyhéowopor diray
*Avicaips Tay doddy
‘I’ & Toyropéduy
Tloppupéas Auwmg
Nadrasg oox {0 63y vépa,
Zeuwy thppova xvpdy
Ovparel, Tov "Arhag Ixe,
Kpival 7 dubpboias yhorras
Znydc perdbpay wapd xolrass,
‘I’ Cibdwpos avkes Yabia »
X0dy edaspoviay Seoi¢. — Euripid. Hippolytus, 750.
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sanctuaries of the Druids; but it is plain that the
Hesperides were, in the writer’s opinion, the re-
sidence of Atlas, as well as of the gods, and
situated far to the north, in the regions of dark-
ness, which is in conformity with the notion of the
Arabian geographers, who call the Atlantic north
of England the Dark, or Pitchy Sea; and on this
dark sea, according to the belief of the Greeks, it
was impossible to sail ; consequently, it was the
boundary of navigation.

The most laborious of their geographers, Strabo,
expressly asserts, that there was no sailing from
Celtice to the north beyond Ireland (Ierne); and
he abuses Pytheas as the greatest of liars for saying
that Thule was six days’ sail from Britain, when
those who had seen the British Ierne knew nothing
of Thule, but only mentioned some small islands
lying round it. Pytheas must have learned by
some accident the existence of Iceland ; and Strabo
adopting his description of the climate, but fully
persuaded that no land was to be found beyond the
British Isles, applied it to Ireland ; whereby he was
greatly misled with respect to its longitude and
latitude.! He placed it to the north of Britain ;
but he is not the only example of such a mistake ;
and if even Tasso could fall into this error, Strabo
may well be excused for not knowing better. The
Italian poet says :

1 He probably confounded it with Scotland, which the Arabian
geographers speak of as an island in the vicinity of England, and
Ireland is called Scotia by Isidore and Bede. But the points of the
compass seem not to have been very accurately studied ; for even

the geographer Strabo explains &=zs ¥épov of the north in Homer’s
Od. xx. 356., which Vodcker has shown means the west.
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Sono gl'Inglesi sagittari, ed hanno
Gente con lor, ch’¢ piu vicina al polo:
Questi dall alte selve irsuti manda

La divisa del mondo ultima Irlanda.!

It is not indeed surprising that the ancients
should have very incorrect notions of the geogra-
phy of Ireland, when Sir Jonah Barrington assures
us from his own knowledge, that at this day, in
some parts of the continent, its existence is un-
known.? Their ignorance, however, extended to
the whole of the British Isles; and though Dio
Cassius certainly exaggerates it, when he says that
the Greeks and Romans knew not for certain so
much as that there was any Britain at all, and those
of later times made question whether it were an
island or the main, yet there is doubtless much
truth in the statement of Polybius, that old writers,
with different opinions, reported much erroneously
of the outermost ocean?, and the British Isles, on
account of the difficulty of obtaining accurate
knowledge. It may easily be imagined that the
reports of some accidental wanderers and the pre-
carious intercourse of religious sympathy would
not contribute much to the advancement of
science; and very contradictory notions of the
exact position of our islands were the inevitable
consequence. Thus Strabo, supposing Ireland to
be north of Britain, describes it much in the same
way as those countries which M. Bailly unac-

1 Gierusal. Liberat. Cant. i. st. 44.

2 Memoirs of his own Life, ii. 184. Madan relates a similar
instance of ludicrous ignorance; a Greek priest talked to him of
¢ questa quartiera di Londra che si chiama Irlanda,” i. 151,

3 *Efw Sardrryc. — Polyb. Hiat. lib. iii.
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countably took to be the Ogygia of Plutarch, and
the Atlantis of Plato, would deserve to be de-
scribed ; as if it had been Iceland, or Greenland,
or Spitzbergen, or Nova Zembla.! What would
the inhabitants of the Emerald Isle say to him, who
should now venture to tell them that the rigour of
the climate makes their lives wretched, and that
their country is almost uninhabitable on account of
the cold?? Nevertheless, such is the repeated de-
claration of Strabo, and therefore he would na-
turally conclude, that all further progress through
the Atlantic in that direction would be precluded
by ice. Plutarch, however, gives a different ex-
planation of the same assumed fact. He tells us,
that such a quantity of sludge was poured into the
Atlantic from the rivers of the opposite continent
that it became quite thick? and hence arose the
opinion that it was frozen. Plato accounts for
it from the floating of the débris of Atlantis after
its submersion ; because it is only since that cata-
strophe, that it has become impervious. Scylax at-
tributes it to muddiness, and shallowness 4, and sea-

1 Sir W. Jones, iii. 76.

2 "AOMwe Bick Yxes olxovpévn, Sare Td dxmixewa vopllew doixyra. —
Strabo, lib.i. p. 72. ‘Ayploy Tenbws dvBpdmev kaxds ooty did
Yoxos. Ibid. 120. His geography scems to be in great confusion,
when he says, that opposite to the Pyrenees are the western parts of
Britain towards the north. Ibid.

3 Td ¥ jelpara -r-qy ;wy:l)\v)v lfxlvm iy kai yiveslas wpoydoes dx’
av‘rwv, xal Bapeiay sivas kai yesdy Ty Jdharray, § kal mexyyévas Sfay
¢oxs. — De Facie, &c. sect. 26.

4 When the Cardinal de Medici proposed to go to England from
Terrovara in Flanders, his companions, who dissuaded him, formed
a very different opinion of the German Ocean from that which the
ancients entertained of it with respect to shallowness. They were
paurosi oltre modo de’ flutti di quel vasto e profondissimo mare.
.—Igératti d'Huomini Illustri di Casa Medici, by Ammirato, Opusc.
iii. 66.
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weed ; but, like Strabo, he confines it to that part
which lies beyond Cerne. Strabo, indeed, abuses
Eratosthenes for mentioning such places in the
Atlantic, which have no existence there. But
Strabo was a mere matter-of-fact man, and could
not understand that Cerne was a name mystically
applied to islands, as I have shown before. Tzetzes
had no doubt the Cerne of Lycopbron was Britain'® ;
and Pliny states, that it was placed by all the an-
cient geographers in the Western Ocean, opposite
to Athiopia, or, as Salmasius proposes to read it, to
Hesperia ; that it was the furthest limit of Phceni-
cian navigation, but that its magnitude and distance
from the Continent were uncertain; which is a
plain acknowledgment, that he knew nothing about
the matter, except that an island in the Atlantic
was generally believed to exist with that name, and
that it was the most distant point to which the
Pheenicians extended their voyages. Now that
point was Britain, whither they traded for tin:
Cornwall therefore was, as its name indicates, the
" Cerne of the ancients. But it is said to be oppo-
‘site to Hesperia, (if at least, Salmasius’s reading be
correct,) that is, to Spain ; and it is not at all sur-
prising, that the Hesperides should be supposed to
be over against Hesperia. But the fact is thus
asserted by Priscian, or rather by Dionysius, whom
he translated : ¢ Opposite to the promontory, which
is called sacred, and is considered the extreme
point of Europe to the west, the Hesperides full

1 Robert Constantine was of opinion that it was Ireland, — Cam-
den’s Brittannia.
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of tin, are situated, inhabited by the brave Iberi-
ans.”'! They perbaps obtained that name from
the Baris of their worship; but it is clear that
their islands were the British islands, and their
connection with Cape St. Vincent ?, which was the
sacred promontory, was not merely their descent
from the same stock, and their fancied proximity
of position, but also a close similarity of sacred
rites; for it had no altar to any particular god,
but in many places three or four stones were put
together, on which it was not lawful to sacrifice,
and which were not to be approached at night,
because the gods were there. They were mani-
festly Cromlechs; and some of these stones were
to be moved by those who came there, according
to an ancient usage.” They were manifestly rock-
ing stones. Pytheas is another geographer who
placed near Gibraltar certain islands, which Strabo
maintained were Celtic, and more towards the
north*; and Polybius, by apologising to his readers
for not saying more about the columns of Hercules,
and the outer sea, and the British Isles, and the
preparation of tin, when he was treating of Spanish*®
1 Sed summam contra Sacram cognomine dicunt
Quam caput Europe, sunt stanni pondere plene

Hesperides : populus tenuit quas fortis Iberi.
Prisciani Periegesis, 575.

So also Vincentius says of Ireland, that it was called Scotia, be-
cause it was peopled by the Scots ; and Hibernia, because it stretches
out into the lberian or Cantabrian Sea. — Speculum Historiale,
lib. i. c.78.

2 Even Cessar describes one side of Britain spreading towards
Spain and the western sun. — De Bell. Gall. v.13.

3 ZTrpepéabas xavd 71 mdTpiov. — Strabo, i. 138.

4 Adjacent to the promontory Kalbion, and the furthest was
Otkicauy (ibid.), which may be Vectis, the Isle of Wight.
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affairs !, evidently shows that those countries were
associated in his mind as near neighbours. A great
deal of this confusion may be attributed to the
ambiguous application of the name Celtice to two
very distant portions of the European coast. The
Celts, says Herodotus? are beyond the pillars of
Hercules, the furthest towards the west of the in-
habitants of Europe: they occupied the territory
about Cape St. Vincent. But the coast of France
was also the country of the Celts; and Britain,
being supposed to be exactly parallel to that coast,
would be easily transferred in the minds of some
writers to the more southern Celtice. When those
who had not the advantage of maps, or of any
distinct information, read in Ephorus that Celtice
extended to Cadiz, and in Aristotle that Albion
and Ierne were above Celtice ®?, the mistake was
almost unavoidable : and, this perhaps is the best
account of the vast extent which Plato gives to
his Atlantis ; for, in order to reconcile the various
opinions given by different persons, it was necessary
to suppose that it reached from the I'rozen Sea
down to the Straits of Gibraltar: and accordingly,
he gave to Gadeirus, the twin-brother of Atlas,
that corner of the island which was called Gadeira,
the Erytheia of Pherecydes.’ But it may be asked
why did Pliny introduce Athiopia here, supposing

1 Polyb. Hist. lib. iii.

2 Herod. Hist. lib.ii. 83.

8 “Txip 1ol KeArodg. — Arist. de Mundo, c.8. Vincentius says,
that Ireland ab Aphrica in Boream porrigitur. — Spec. Historial.
i. 78.

4 Plat. Op. vol. iii. Critias.

VOL. II. M
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that the common reading be genuine ? The Athi-
opians, we are told by Homer, were divided into
two branches ; one under the rising, and the other
under the setting sun.! They were favourites of
Neptune, and lived in the ocean; and, as it has
been shown that the eastern branch was an insular
people in the Nile, so it may be concluded that
the western branch was an insular people in the
Atlantic, of which the Nile was maintained by
some to be an arm.? They were the offspring of
the Macrobii, and inhabited Erytheia, and the ad-
jacent territory at the Atlantic flood.® They came
too from the Hyperborean country ; but it is to be
feared that they were of the apostate party, for
they came just at the time, when Hercules had
succeeded in extinguishing the ancient oracle,
which was distinguished by the name of Geryon*:
and though the title of their ancestors, the Ma-
crobii, or long-lived, seems to imply a reference to
the long duration of life, which the Noachide en-
joyed, yet it is impossible not to suspect from the
juncture of time at which they arrived, that they

1 Homer. Odyss, lib.i. 23. Iliad. i. 423. and v.282. .

2 Of wly olv K&t Alyvrrov Sepels dms Tob wepsppborros Ty olovpérmy
Qxeavl pags 7dv Nefhoy Aaubdvey iy ovoracw. — Theophylact.
Simocata, Lib. Hist. vii. c. 17.

3 YHros pdv yabovas Boorpbpov dug’ "Epteiay

"Arhavros wep) xeTpa Jeovdbes Albionties
Manxpeblwy vifes dudporegy of mob’ Sxorro
Tpuévog pera wérpoy diyivopos.
Dionysius, de Situ Orbis, v. 558.

4 Zthiopes habitant Erythiam pectore justi

Atlantem juxta longevi, finibus olim

Venit Hyperboreis que gens post fata perempti

Geryonis, domuit quem virtus Herculis ingens,
Prisciani Periegesis, 570.
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forsook the faith of their forefathers, like their
kindred tribes on the Nile; for Memnon, the
victorious king of Athiopia, the inventor of letters,
the son of the morning of the world’, must be
admitted into the society of those whom Buttmann
in his Essay on the Minye has identified under
one and the same mythical character? the king of
Orchomenus Minyas, the Indian Menu, the Phry-
gian Men or Manes, the German Mannus, the
Cretan Minos, and the Egyptian Menes, with
whom the history of their respective countries
begins ; for it is only a dilatation of Menon, under
which name the old king of Egypt occurs in a
Greek author quoted by Pliny.?

Jacobs contends, in the Memoirs of the Royal
Academy of Munich, that the great number of se-
pulchral monuments, which lay claim to his remains
from Meroe to the sopus, will not allow his
legend to be interpreted historically. He must bead-
mitted into the ranks ofthe Egyptian and Zthiopian
gods. His graves are his sanctuaries.* Thisis quite
true of all similar Arkite monuments, and there-
fore the discovery of bodies or bones in tumuli of
that description detracts nothing from their sacred
character. To deny it, indeed, on that ground is
not less absurd than to maintain that the old ruins

1 He was the son of Hous; perhaps this is a mistake for Iovs, and
he was really the son of Ioh, the moon or ark.

2 Ueber die Minye der #ltesten Zeit. — Mytholog. vol. ii.

3 Anticlides in ZEgypto invenisse literas quendam nomine Menona
tradit xv annis ante Phoroneum antiquissimum Grecie regem, —
Nat. Hist. vii. 56.

4 Philolog. Mus. vi. 159.

M2
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of churches were not devoted to religion, because
they contain many graves within their walls. The
Zthiopians, therefore, who came from the north to
Erytheia, were probably those apostates who formed
the expedition of Hercules to the Hesperides, which
is thus described in Euripides.! ¢ He went to the
hymning or oracular damsels at their Hesperian
dwelling to pluck the apple-bearing fruit from
amongst the golden leaves, and to destroy the dark
serpent, who guarded them by winding his folds
round the inaccessible circle; and he entered into
the sacred recesses of the ocean imposing a severe
labour upon his mortal crew ; and, coming to the
residence of Atlas, he lifted up his hands below the
central seat of heaven, and stoutly bore upon his
shoulders the starry habitations of the gods.” In
order to the better elucidation of this passage, it
will be necessary to offer a few observations upon
the terms employed.

1. Then it was one of these hymning damsels,

whom the Phcenician queen pretended to consult,

because she professed by her songs or charms to

! qu:bov; Te wdpag

YHvfey !tnéptov & atldy,
Xpvotoy xerdrwy dxo [M)W‘Pﬂ'
Xepi xapmdv dudpboy

Apaxorra TVpaiywTOY,

‘05 dmravoy &Wuhnéc Wi dppodpus
Kravdy xovriag & drdg
Muxods slcibaive, Svartai;
Tarayvlas -nOtu,' lperpm;
Obpayet & Omé pécay

"Eratves yépas Bpav,

YArAayros dopav ENOdy
*AcTpemols Te KaTioysy oiKovg

Edavoplg Jed.
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give relief to some and anxiety to others, to stop
the course of rivers, and to turn the stars backward,
and to summon the shades of the dead by night.!
She is described as the priestess of the temple of
the Hesperides, who fed the dragon, and was the
guardian of the sacred branches in the tree, and
she lived where Atlas turns the axis of heaven upon
his shoulder near the end of the ocean, the most
distant residence of the Zthiopians.? Servius, and
indeed most of the commentators, imagine that the
poet alluded to Atlas in Mauritania; and to a
certain extent they are right. It was a Mauri-
tanian Atlas of which he spoke, but not in the
Mauritania on the African coast. Hyginus men-
tions an island of that name, which was one of the
largest size.* Now the existence of Britain must
certainly have been known to him; and yet it is

1 Oceani finem juxta, solemque cadentem,
Ultimus Ethiopum locus est ; ubi maximus Atlas
Axem humero torquet stellis ardentibus aptum.
Hinc mihi Massyle gentis monstrata sacerdos,
Hesperidum templi custos, epulasque draconi
Que dabat, et sacros servabat in arbore ramos.
Hac se carminibus promittit solvere mentes
Quas velit ; ast aliis duras immittere curas,
Sistere aquam fluviis, et vertere sidera retro ;
Nocturnosque ciet manes. — Firgil. Eneid. iv. 480.

3 These Athiopians considered all mountains sacred :

Propter Atlantei tergum salis ZAthiopum gens
Hesperides habitant : dorsum tumet hic Erythee
Hicque Sacri, sic terga vocat gens ardua, montis.

R. F. Avien. 788.

3 Insule maxime. Mauritania posita ad solis occasum.— Hygin.
c. celxxvi. p. 145.

It is true he gives it an extent in circumference of only 76 stadia ;
but it is plain that there must be some error in the reading of the
number, as there certainly is in some of the following clauses ; else it
could not be the first of the insule maxime.

M3
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not mentioned at all in his enumeration of islands,
if this be not it; and as it stands first in the list,
it was probably considered the largest. If it may
be allowed to have a Greek derivation, it will sig-
nify, the Land of Darkness, or of Death'; for, ac-
cording to Hesiod, Night was the mother of the
Hesperides?; and yet shortly after he gives them
the names of the Gorgons, and the same residence.’
Wherefore the islands were called Gorgades, as
well as Hesperides. Now the Gorgons were the
progeny of Keto, and their posterity were not un-
mindful of their descent. In a poem of Taliessin,
there is a line which Davies translates thus¢: A
holy sanctuary there is with its productions of the
vessel of Kéd. Kéd and Két, says the same writer,
are precisely the same word; therefore the stone of
Ketti, the lifting of which was one of the three
mighty labours of Britain®, and is compared to the
labour of constructing Stonehenge, and piling up
the mount of Assemblies, as in the instance of Sil-
bury Hill, must be referred to those rude resem-
blances of a ship, which sometimes were placed
upon such a narrow keel as to become rocking
stones, and usually were furnished with rock basins

1 Maupog, obscurus ; pavpow, deleo.
2 NOE ¥ Frexs —

‘Eoxepdas &, als uira xipy xhvrod 'Qxsario, &c.

Hes. Theog. 211.

3 Knte — Texs —

Topysis, at valovas xépny xAvred *Qrsavaio

*Eaxari wpds vukrés W ‘Eawmepldes Aydpuvos

Zlewvd 7', Edpudy ¢y MBovod 7e Avypad xaboioca.—Ibid. 274
4 Addfwyn gaer y sydd 4i cyffr wy Cedwn.—Mic Dinbych, or 4

View of the Bardic Sanctuary.

5 The Triads in Davies's Celtic Mythology.
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representing the purifying cauldron of Ceridwen.
¢ Ketti is a derivative from Ket, and this must
have implied an ark, or chest; for we still retain
its diminutive form Keten, a small chest or ca-
binet.”! This may account for the whale which
swallowed Jonah, being called by the Celts Kyd ;
by the Greeks Ketos ?; and by the Latins Cetus:
for the Triads speak of the prison of Kyd under
the flat stone. Keto, therefore, considered as the
Ark, is very rightly declared the parent of those
who peopled the Hesperides.

2. Euripides seems to be aware, that the fruit of
which they were despoiled was something of more
importance than an apple, for he calls it the apple-
bearing fruit, which looks very like nonsense:
and so it would be, if it were not intended to be
enigmatical. The critics, driven by the apparent
absurdity of the fiction to find some explanation,
have generally agreed that the poets played upon
an equivocal word, which signified sheep as well as
apples.® The fruit suited their poetry much better ;
and besides, it was not so easy to make the sheep
entirely of gold; for which reason even the Col-
chian ram could only wear a golden fleece. But
after all, how much does this meagre explanation
derogate from the character of a fable so much
celebrated, if, as in the case of Geryon before, it

1 Davies's Celtic Mythology, p.409. From an old poem which
is attributed to Taliessin. The Cibno Kéd of Aneurin, which he
uses as synonymous with the cauldron, or vessel of Ceridwen, may
be xiwrdy xiTovg.

2 Kdzog, in Greek, is a cavity, and K3ros, & large ship.

3 °Ag’ % alrlag Tobs womris T& wpibara pila xkahSyras dvoudaas
xpvo& pira. — Diod. Sic. Hist. lib. iv. p. 288.

M 4
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was only a piratical expedition to steal a few sheep,
which the poets wrapped up in such deep mystery.
The sheep were indebted for their importance to
the purpose to which they were devoted. They
were claimed as victims for sacrifice : in short, the
religion of the country after that period was much
the same as that which Tacitus describes in Ger-
many.'! ¢ They are allowed to propitiate Hercules
with animal sacrifices; but part worship Isis under
the form of a ship.” The selection of the apple for
this fable was the more fortunate, because the
apple tree seems to have had a mysterious use
among the Celts ; and one of their bards speaks of
147 apple trees all exactly alike.” It is conjectured
that this number arises from multiplying the square
of seven by three, for both are sacred numbers.
But for the purpose to which they were applied
we must again have recourse to Tacitus. Twigs
of fruit trees were cut off; and being distinguished
by particular marks, were thrown together promis-
cuously upon a white cloth. Then on any public
emergency the priest took up one of them three
times, and from their marks interpreted the will of

1 Herculem — concessis animalibus placant: pars Suevorum et
" Isidi sacrificat ; unde causa et origo peregrino sacro, parum comperi ;
nisi quod signum ipsum in modum Liburne figuratum, docet advec-
tam religionem. — Tacitus de Mor. Germ. c.ix.

2 Merddin in the Avallenas, or Poem of Apple Trees. — Davies’s
Celtic Mythol. p. 487. The tree, he says, with delicate blossoms,
grows in concealment among the forests. Taliessin calls it Pren
puraur, the tree of pure gold, p.681. So Virgil:

Latet arbore opaca
Aureus et foliis et lento vimine ramus,
Junoni inferng dictus sacer : hunc tegit omnis
Lucus, et obscuris claudunt convallibus umbre.— &£n. vi. 136.
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the gods.! These priests were remarkably power-
ful; for they were the only persons in the state to
whom an arbitrary power of punishment was con-
fided.? Their auguries and their oracles must have
been a source of great profit to them; and that is
the reason why sometimes the leaves, and some-
times the branches, and sometimes the fruit, is said
to be of gold. ‘

8. The dragon which Hercules slew is said, on
the one hand, to have been born of Keto, that is
to say, he was the offspring of the Arkite system,
and therefore has his dwelling in the hiding-places
of the dark earth?; and, on the other hand, he has
for his parents Echidna and Typhon+ that is, he
derived from them his right to be considered an
emblem of the deluge, coiling himself round the
sacred circular mount, accessible only to the priests
and the representative of the globe : for so the fic-
titious island of the Hindoos, which contained
Meru, and was the only island not destroyed by
the deluge, is also called Ila, and Ida, or the
earth.” If the red colour of the dragon be not
merely a poetical ornament, it is not impossible
that it may convey an allusion to the red colour of

! De Mor. Germ. c. 10.

2 Neque animadvertere neque vincire, ne verberare quidem, nisi
sacerdotibus permissum. Ibid. c. vii. The Athiopian priests in
Meroe were still more despotic; they ordered their kings to die
whenever they pleased, and were obeyed, till one more sturdy than
the rest sent a body of soldiers into the sacred place, where § xpvooii
»ed, the golden ark, was, and slaughtered them all.— Strabo, lib. xvii.

3 40 dpepvijs xedBeas yalyg

ehpaaiv iy paydos, sayxpioea pijha purdoas.
' Hes. Theog. 334.

4 AwMorno, Lib. ii. 5 Lardner's Geography, p. 140.
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the hair of the priests, who were the real object of
attack ; for it is a circumstance which Tacitus
notices as characteristic of the Caledonians.'

4. Since Hercules could not enter the sanctuaries
of the ocean, without imposing a severe toil upon
his crew, not only every continental site for the
Hesperides, whether in Africa or Europe, is neces-
sarily set aside, but every island, too, near the
Straits of Gibraltar, or that could be reached from
thence without a long voyage.

Lastly, he found there the residence of Atlas;
and, in order to insure the success of his under-
taking, he was obliged to act the part of Atlas,
and, for a time, to sustain the globe.” But whence
arose this fable, and what was its design? Sim-
plicius attributes it to an opinion that the heavens
were heavy, and stood in need of some animated
being to support them ; or, if something more philo-
sophical were required, Atlas was to be considered
as a power co-operating with the Demiurge, whom
he calls Dionusus, to keep the sky and earth
asunder, and prevent the upper part of the uni-
verse from mixing in confusion with the lower.
But these are very lame solutions : for Atlas is
always represented supporting a convex sphere,
and not within its concave, which must have been
his position upon either of these hypotheses. Sim-
plicius himself, however, perceives that it has a
mystical signification, though he cannot explain it.
« If,” says he, ‘“ it be indeed a myth, in which some

1 Rutile Caledoniam habitantium come. — Fita Agric. c. 11.
2 Apollodorus, lib. ii.
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sacred and deep mystery is wrapped up, let us say
that Atlas himself is one of the Titans that attend
Dionusus. ! If now we suppose this Titan to
be a mountain, bearing on his back the microcosm
of the Ark, the representative of the terrestrial
globe, because it contained all its surviving inha-
bitants, there is immediately a congruity between
the outward symbol and the mythic mystery in all
its parts.

The Aldine edition reads Tartarians instead of
Titans ; but it comes to the same purpose ; for the
Titans were the gods of Tartarus, which Strabo fixes
in the extreme west, not of Africa, but of Europe :
and when Hesiod relates their defeat, he designates
their place of banishment, sometimes the dark
west, and sometimes the gloomy Tartarus. The
Scholiast upon this author has preserved a singular
story no where else extant now, which distinctly
identifies the British Isles both with the Hes-
perides and with Tartarus, the abode of the dead.
“ Concerning the islands in the ocean,” says he,
¢« Homer and Hesiod, Lycophron and Plutarch, Phi-
lostratus and Dion, and others, have agreed in
asserting, that it is a fine country, with perpetual
western breezes, and bearing fruit three times a
year. There also, they say, the souls of the dead
pass over the sea; for thus they write: On the
shore of the oceanic island Britain, certain fisher-

1 El 3 pibov évros dori Jkor v xpbxroy dy davt§ xal coplv, Ae-
Plabo, v "Arhag s iy dori xal abrds Ty wepl 1oy Asbyuooy Titdvay ;
or as it is more clearly expressed in the Aldine edition : & 3 pifog
O iy by lavt§ dwoxpixres xad copldy, &c. — Commentary on
Aristotle's Treatise De Calo.
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men live subject, but not tributary, to the Frangi :
these hear, in their sleep, a voice calling them, and
are sensible of a noise about their doors, and on
rising, they find vessels, not their own, but full of
. passengers, which, as soon as they get on board,
convey them by a single pull of the oars to Britain,
though it would take them a day and a night, at
least, to reach it in their own ships. There dis-
embarking their unknown freight, and seeing no
one, they hear a voice hailing them, and pro-
nouncing their name, their tribe, their family, and
their business; and so, again returning with the
same rapidity, they find their ships lighter than
when those passengers were on board: hence, all
the Greeks have declared, that the souls of the
dead lived there, and such is the assertion of
Hesiod with respect to the souls of the Heroes.” '
Perhaps Jersey, or Guernsey, may have some
claim to be considered the theatre of these mys-
terious beings %, even then considered a part of the
British Isles; for their short distance from the
French coast will account for one part of the
miracle ; and in some old ecclesiastical records,
the title bestowed on Jersey is ¢ The Holy
Gate;” and on Guernsey, “ The Holy, Blessed,
and Fortunate Island.”®* But since allusion has

1 Johan. Tzetzes in Schol. ad Hesiod. Operum et Dierum, v. 169.

2 A competitor with those islands, however, may be found in the
Isle of Thanet, which Vincentius, in his Speculum Historiale, calls
Thanatos, i. e. Death. It was so sacred, that its very soil taken to
a distance was fatal to serpents. Immunity from these reptiles, i. e.
from Ophiolatry, was a privilege it enjoyed in common with Ireland.

3 Mr. Metevier in a paper communicated to the Bristol Society
on the Cromlechs, &c. of Guernsey.
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been already made to Hesiod’s opinion concern-
ing the Fortunate Islands and their inhabitants,
it may be as well to pursue the inquiry a little
further ; for the work in which he introduces it is
not, like his theogony, disfigured by endless and
incoherent allegories, but the truth of history is
only slightly veiled by the poetry with which it is
clothed. The first book, which is a serious ex-
hortation to various moral duties, very naturally
contains a sketch of the history of religion from
the earliest times, or, to use his own expression,
from the time when the gods and men originated !,
or were born together, which can only mean, that
the first men were likewise the first gods of idolatry.
It was the golden age in which Saturn reigned,
when governed by the aged patriarch, and remem-
bering the vengeance of God so recently ex-
perienced, men lived well and happily. The earth,
enriched with the slime of the deluge, teemed
with spontaneous fruitfulness, and they lived in
peaée and quietness, unacquainted with labour, and
distress, and the troubles of old age ; for death was
to them like falling asleep. When this generation
disappeared, they became the good Genii, or
Daimons?,—the guardians of mortals, the dispensers
of wealth, the invisible observers of vice and virtue :
in short, it is the portrait of the gods of paganism,

under their most favourable aspect.

1 Hecateus contended that men were descended from the gods;
the Egyptian priests denied that they lived at the same time, but
not that the gods were the first rulers of Egypt.— Herodot. 1. ii. c. 148,

3 Tol v Aalporbs elos —

*Ecbnol, *mixévios, pihaxss Smrdy dvlpdzey, &ec.
Oper. et Dier. 121.
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The next, or silver age, marks the first step in
the degeneracy of religion, when the Ammonites
and Cuthites separated the Arkite memorials from
the purpose for which they were intended, and
transubstantiated them into objects of worship, or
transferred to themselves and their own immediate
families the honours hitherto paid to the Noachide,
and which now began to be idolatrous. They in-
stituted the mysteries, and so protracted was the
process of initiation, that they were said to live a
hundred years, as children in their maternal dwell-
ing', and to die very soon after they reached
maturity.  Their descendants having been the
greatest opponents of all other sects, and especially
of that image worship which obtained the ascend-
ancy in Greece, they are stigmatised as injurious
men, who refused to serve the gods, or to offer
sacrifice upon their altars. But though Jupiter
annihilated them, in order to avenge the Olympic
gods? the poet is nevertheless constrained to own,
that they were in the second class of terrestrial
deities, and partook in some degree of divine
honours. Of the third period little was known,
except that it was a period of war and violence,
before the use of iron was discovered. Brass, or
rather copper, was the only metal they employed,

1 AN katdy pdy wals Irea wapd pnrip kedvj

*Erplper’ drdday péya vixios § ivs olkp.  Oper. et Dier. 129.

2 Tobs iy ixuira

Zsts Kporlding Exprie yohotmeros, ofvexa Tipds
Oix &My paxdpeaas Jeois of “Orvumor Ixovary, 186.
Perhaps ixpvie should be rendered, consigned them to obscurity :

To} uéy émixfivias udxapeg Svyroi xaréorras
Adlrapor® &N Tuwng Tapy xal Toiaw dendsi, 140.
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and therefore it is denominated the brazen age.
It would not be difficult to account for the turbu-
lence of those times, because no social institutions
were yet matured for the protection of private
property. But we have no records of them be-
yond the little which the Bible affords; and since
Hesiod seems to make the same acknowledgment,
when he says they died without a name, it is a
statement which rests more upon conjecture than
on evidence. Agatharchides speaks of copper
tools discovered in some deep galleries, which the
ancient Egyptians must have formed to work the
gold mines on the Red Sea.! They must belong
to this age ; for no people would use copper for
such a purpose who were acquainted with the use
of iron: and yet it is a fact, which argues con-
siderable refinement. In like manner, the copper
tools which have been found in this country, and
are commonly denominated Celts, seem to be the
implements of a peaceful rather than of a warlike
people : some of them, which I have seen, have
the shape of carpenters’ tools. They must be as
ancient, therefore, as those in Egypt; for since
both tin and iron were used by Homer’s heroes on
the plains of Troy, the same intercourse, which
exported into the Mediterranean the former of
these metals, must have introduced a knowledge of
the latter into the British Isles. It is interesting
to observe that the Celts and the Egyptians are
connected together, not only by similarity of reli-
gious usages in very remote times, but also by a

1 Lardner’s Geography, p. 78.
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similarity in their instruments of art.)! But with
respect to their habits during the brazen age,
nothing more than this can safely be concluded,—
that they were content to walk in the old paths,
and that no one during that time distinguished
himself by successful usurpation, or by innovations
under the pretence of reform. They lived and
died unknown to fame, and we know as little of
the men who used our Celts, as we do of the man
in the moon. The next was a more aspiring age ;
not that of iron—for that was the poet’s own hard
lot, which he bitterly bewails—but an intermediate
age, an age of heroes and demigods ; that is to say,
of ambitious princes and priests, who, as at Thebes,
and in the Trojan War, conspired to overturn the
ancient institutions, not openly, but insidiously,
under the name of reform; and therefore they
contrived to be invested with titles, which properly
belonging to the Noachide gave them considerable
authority, especially among those who were imbued
with the Eastern philosophy, and believed that
their gods might pass through repeated incarna-
tions on earth, in the persons of distinguished men.
Thus they succeeded in changing the political
and religious aspect of the world; and besides
the present reward of success, the profit and
glory which crowned their enterprises, they were
exalted after death nearly to the same rank, and
consigned to the same abodes, as the patriarchs

1 Aus allem sehen wir, dass die iltesten Volker nicht so fremd
gewesen sind, als man sonst geglaubt hat, und dass die Religion ein

Band war, welches eine Gemeinshaft unter ihnen kniipfte und erhielt.
— K. Barth's Hertha, p. 132.




SATURN’S SACRED CELL. 177

themselves. Both the Daimons, therefore, and the
Heroes, were located at the furthest extremity. of
the known world in the oceanic islands of the
Blessed !, or, as Demetrius distinctly asserted, in the
British islands ?: and on this account, in one of
them particularly, the inhabitants were deemed by
the other Britons sacred and inviolable? With
respect to the Daimons, Plutarch lets us into an
important secret: after stating that they were the
associates of Saturn, while he governed the world,
he adds, that they were seers, who had the power
of prophecy *; in other words, they were an order
of Druids, Vates® : but, when they were consulted
upon subjects of great importance, the oracle issued
from the sleeping-place of Saturn ; for he was said
to lie asleep in a cave, where he was confined by
rocks of gold®, and supplied by birds with ambro-
sia, which diffused its fragrance over all the island,

! Toig 8¢ 3y dvBpdxaw Bloroy xal 784 émdaoag
Zeig KpovfBng xarévacas matip é ﬂ(pa-ra yablns
Kai 7ol p)v valovaiy dxndéa Suudy Exorreg
*Ev paxapw n,cowt wap 'Qxeavdy Babudlymy
“OABios §  Apweg T0iTIy ,u)wqbea Kap®dy
Tpls 703 irovg SdAhorra pépes Yeldwpos dpovpa.
Hes. Op. et Dier. 166.
Téy wxep} T4y Bpirraviay viewy —
“Qr dvlag Baspudvay kal Rpdwy dvopudleabas.
Plutarch. De Defectu Orac. sect. 18.

3 “Iepois kal dovhovs. Tbid.

4 TIoAA& pdv ap’ lavrdy parrikods Iyrag wpodyew, 7d 8 uéyicra
xal mapl Tdy peylogwy, d¢ dvalpara Toi Kpivov xatyras ayyéiMay. —
Plutarch. De Facie, &c- sect. 26.

s GcoA&ym wepiTrd Tidpevas, obs capoufdas (i. e. Druidas) dvoud-
Yova. xpurrm 3¢ y.énww, awoBoxiis peyding &Emwﬂ; abrolss obTos 31
T4 méMhorta mpohéyovas, kal wEv T TAGlog ixovawy imvikeor. — Diod.
Sic. lib. v. p. 308.

S T3 Kpdvor by dyrpp Balbei mepiéysaas ix) wérpas ypooudels xa-
0:RBorra.  Ibid.
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flowing from the rock as from a fountain. During
his slumbers there, the whole of the divine counsels
were revealed to him; and the reason why he is
said to sleep is very remarkable — because sleep
tranquillises the Titanic emotions, and renders the
soul pure and clean. It is evident, therefore, that
the place of confinement was a mystic cell of pun-
fication, in which the Archdruid, the representative
of the Patriarch, immured himself to practise aus-
terities, and to utter his oracular responses.

Even the history of the Christian church affords
too many examples of caverns employed for the for-
mer purpose. “An extensive grotto on the Dnieper
is lined with very small cells, hardly wide enough for
young children to occupy, in which, though there
was not room for them to turn themselves, certain
saints, nevertheless, spent years of their lives with-
out bread, supported only by herbs and the water
which dropped from a place in the rock over their
cells. Some made themselves close prisoners in
their cells, and were supplied with meat and drink
through a niche above.”' The compassionate
persons who brought these supplies were the birds
of Saturn; but the Celtic saint must have fared
better than the Christians, for the savoury smell of
his viands was scented far and wide. After
all, however, they may not have been so ambrosial
as the tradition represents. It is probably no more
than a poetical embellishment derived from the
ancient name of Stonehenge, the largest and most
important temple of the Arkites in these islands:

1 Macarius’s Travels, part ii.



SATURN’S SACRED CELL. 179

that was Petree Ambrosiee; and it is usually
accounted for thus: the Saxons under Hengist
treacherously murdered upon that spot three hun-
dred of the principal Britons, with whom they
were feasting and drinking ; and Ambrose, a native
chief of great remown, erected those celebrated
stones in memory of his murdered countrymen.
But Milton throws a juster light upon this trans-
action, when he contends that Ambrose was a
prophet : < I perceive not,” says he, ¢ that Nen-
nius makes any difference between him and Merlin ;
for that child, without father, that prophesied to
Vortigern, he names not Merlin but Ambrose ' :”
he was, therefore, the very man who persomated
Saturn. Another tradition, however, connects
him with this monument in a different way : —he
is said to have advised the king (Ambrosius) to
send to Killany, in the county of Meath, for a
circle of stones, and transport them to Salisbury
Plain. The king laughed ; but Merlin assured him
that they were stones of great efficacy, and brought
thither formerly by the heroes from Spain, who
placed them as they are at present. Their motive
for bringing them was this: in cases of sickness,
they medicated the stone and poured water on it,
and this water ¢ured any disorder. Uther Pen-
dragon went with 15,000 men and conquered the
Irish; but could not move the stones, till Merlin,
by his art, drew them, without labour, to the ships.?
Now we may venture to assert, in the teeth of the -

! Milton’s Hist. of England, Book iii. 102.

? Roberts's Antiquities of Wales, p. 72.

N 2
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tradition, that Stonehenge never made this tour from
Gades to Salisbury Plain through Ireland. It only
means that men, whose ministrations were to give
efficacy to the stones, were procured from a college
of priests, at Killany, and that they would not
come at the bidding of the king, but were per-
suaded by the solicitations of Merlin. But it is
evident that the stones were not considered as
monuments, nor merely as parts of an architectural
design. They were sacred in themselves, and had
the divine power of conferring health through
the medium of water; and the veneration with
which they were regarded went back to an un-
known antiquity. It is a great mistake, therefore,
to derive their name from the king or prophet,
who, in fact, is indebted to them for his own ap-
pellative : he was the priest of the Ambre temple,
which gave the name of Ambresbury to the nearest
town, now Amesbury. Its real etymology must be
one which will equally well suit another remarkable
Petra Ambrosia on the Cornish coast. The famous
Logan Stone, which has recently afforded so much
scope both to the mischievous propensities and to the
mechanical skill of our sailors, was called Menam-
ber. It was eleven feet long, six wide, and four
in depth, and so nicely poised, that a child could
move it. * The vulgar,” says Borlase, ¢ used to
pay this stone more respect than was thought be-
coming good Christians ; which was the reason that
part of the lower stone was cut off in Cromwell’s
time, which has given it its present reclining pos-
ture.”'! Now, if it would have been absurd to
1 Borlase's Antiquities of Cornwall, p. 172.
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expect the Cornishmen to give an exact account
of the original cause of their veneration for the
Logan Stone, why should their ancestors be
supposed to have the real history of the Deluge dis-
tinctly in their view when they worshipped a
monument, which is proved, by other evidence, to
belong to that history? For in its proportions, it
was a rough representation of a ship resting on her
keel, and its name signifies the stone of the Baris, or
the summit : for, from Mr. Bryant’s collection of
Zingari, or Gypsey words, it seems that Bara and
Baro mean a ship, as Bari does in Coptic and old
Egyptian ; and since the mountain took its name
from the Ark, Bar, in the Cornish language, sig-
nified the top or summit of anything. But other
notions,-too, were connected with it, which mark
distinctly to what sort of summit it originally re-
ferred. M. de Gebelin, who studied with much
attention the origin of languages, informs us that
this word and all its cognate forms, Var, Ber, Bre,
Bri, invariably signified some place of habitation
upon the waters.'! The notion of subsequent
fertility being always connected with the Deluge,
we find it recurring here; for Bar and Var were
Celtic terms for corn?: for the same reason Isis,
the goddess of the Bari, carries ears of corn; and
one of her names is Ceres. He further remarks,
that the termwas applied to any pointed elevation ;

1 Bar, &c. ont constamment désigné une ville, un lieu habité sur
des eaux. — M. Court de Gebelin, Origine du Langage. Bré, in
Celtic, is a hill. — Boriase. Hence the Scotch Brae.

2 Hence Far and Farina.

3 Elévation aigue, qui se forme en pointe. — Dictionnaire Ety~
mologigue, p. Ixxxiv.

\ N 3
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and so the Gypsey word for a steeple is Boro.'
Upon the same principle, the tower of Antonia,
seated upon a rock at Jerusalem, is designated by
Josephus, a Baris.? But when he says that Daniel,
- after his deliverance from the lion’s den, built a.
Baris in Ecbatana, he means something more than
an ordinary tower ; for it had so much of a sacred
character, that it was placed under the charge of a
priest; and the kings of Media, and Persia, and
Parthia, were buried there.* Tzetzes says it was
a term used for towers and for pillars, as well as
ships ¢; and Hesychius gives as one explanation of
it, pillared places®—a description which exactly
suits Stonehenge ; for, in this sense, it is. eminently
the sanctuary of the Baris, An Bers. TheCeltic pil-
lars have been ingeniously employed by the classic
poets to cover the defeat of one of their heroes.
Perseus, or a party of Persians, visited the British
Isles; for no other interpretation will suit the insular
Hyperborean people, to whom Pindar introduces
him. The inhabitants were a sacred race, who
lived unharmed by old age, without diseases, or
labour, or war: they were a right merry and
jovial set of people, whose dances and songs re-

1 Boro is nearly connected with Bauro, the Ocean.

? 8t. Jerome translates YY), in Hoses, viii. 14. Bapii,
(Comment. lib. ii. 1291.) and says it was commonly used in Palestine
even down to his time, to denote strong buildings, magnas et in mo-
dum turrium edificatas domos, erected in the form of taowers.
See alsq D’ Anville’s Dissertation on the Extent of Ancient Jerusalem,
ii. 312.

3 Joseph. Antiq. Jud. lib. x. c. 11. sect. 7.

4 Scholia on Lycophron’s Cassandra.

5 Bépi, whoior, § Teixes, § aroal, § wpyos.
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Joiced the heart of Apollo'; and perhaps there
was no other reason for the poet’s presuming that
they worshipped Apollo; at least, the sacrifice in
which they are supposed to have been engaged
looks very like a blunder — they were sacrific-
ing a hecatomb of asses.” Now, Bricos, or rather,
deducting the Greek termination, Bric, was an
African word, of the same meaning as Onos; and
it is not unreasonable to conjecture that it may
also have had the sense of Baris — a sense still re-
tained in our English word Brig; especially since
Onos was sometimes used in the sense of a vessel 3,
and sometimes of a large stone.*

On this hypothesis, the upright beasts will be
the circle of upright stones; and then we can better
understand the exultation of Apollo in beholding
their reluctance to be forced into his service.® . But
there may have been also another source of error.
Ani or Oni is a ship in Hebrew °, and being derived
from a root signifying sorrow, it may have implied
the diluvian waters, and the sacrifice libations upon
the pillars. We have a similar instance of am-
biguity in Hebrew ; for it is a question among

! Diodorus is less complimentary on this subject : he describes
the Celts as much addicted to drunkenness; and certainly in the

Welsh poetry the delicious potent mead is mentioned quite con
amore, over and over again.

2 Bpixds, pro asino vox Africana est — Boch. Geog. Sac. iv. c. 26,

3 "Oyoy ofvov weardv. — Aristoph. Vesp.

4 "Oyog dMfrng. — Xenoph. Anab. lib. i.

5 TAg 6 dpay EEpuy

pbidy xvwddrwy. — Pind. Pyth. 10.

Vallancey says, that Onn is the name of pillars in Ireland sacred
to the sun.

6 93N, navis. — Castell. Lex. It isaship also in Irish; from 1N

meestus fuit.
N 4
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interpreters, whether Ana, in Genesis xxxvi., found
mules or water in the desert': for the same word
signifies both. Our translators have chosen the
firstsense; the Vulgate the last. However this
may be, it is certain that Perseus shamefully re-
quited the acknowledged hospitality of the inha-
bitants by slaying their queen Medusa? who,
because she governed the Gorgades Islands, was
called a Gorgon.® Perhaps she died in defence
of a device, which belonged to the Arkite rites,
and is found on ancient British sculpture; for
“ the head of the great creating and destroying
power is often found,” says Sir H. Englefield ¢, “as
in the patera that filled the tympanum of the temple
at Bath, with serpents and wings;” and it is there-
fore called her head. Petrified with horror at the
sight, her subjects still stand around the fatal spot
in those tall monuments of stone®, which look like
giants over Salisbury Plain; or if Abury be sup-
posed to be the scene of action, the snaky tresses
are a direct allusion to that serpent form which
was wreathed round the head of the whole design,

1 %, mulos, or aquas calidas, v.24. =37 also is equivocal :
for it signifies mire, and an ass, and a very large vessel, the Chomer.

2 Medovea from pidew, to govern.

3 Mandelsloe very truly observes, that those who would have the
Cape de Verde Islands to be the Gorgonides of Ptolemy, must be
under a mistake ; since it is not very probable, that he, who has left
us so confused an account of the African coast, should have any
knowledge of those isles at so great a distance ; and yet the weeds,
which float there in such abundance, that, without a strong gale, ships
are sometimes stopped in their passage, seem to have been known.

Harris's Collection, i. 804.
4 Archeologia, x. 332.
5 Mouxiroy xdpa
Apaxivroy pibaiaiy FAvbe yy-
asdrasg MBivoy Sdvaroy pépwy. — Pind. Pyth. 10.
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the principal sanctuary of the temple. Pindar ab-
stains from dropping a single hint of the sordid
motive which brought the strangers there, or of
the repulse which they received ; but both may be
inferred from the narrative of Ovid: for the
gardens of Atlas, whom Perseus visited, were un-
doubtedly the gardens of the Hesperides.! They
were in the Hesperian world, and he was monarch
of the sea, and of the extreme west ; and it was a
country inaccessible on foot, because it was insular ;
and inaccessible by sea, because the Atlantic was
thought impassable beyond Cadiz?; and therefore
the poet had no means of sending his hero there,
except by flying through the air. It is obvious
that he sought that distant land for the sake of the
treasures which it produced, for there we meet
again with golden branches producing golden lea<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>